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Assignment 3
Question 1: Highlight the three most important points of Emerson’s philosophy
In Emerson's philosophy on "Self-Reliance," there are three important points that stand out:
(i) The first point is “genius” — to have trust in what you think and what you stand for is true to all men, and that is genius. According to Emerson, being a genius is to be able to believe in your thought which holds for all men. The author alludes to the ability to have faith in oneself. Emerson also asserts that one is considered genius when the individual can have a stance despite the criticism.
(ii) The second point that Emerson alludes to is foolishly conforming for others. The author indicates that society often disregards rather than encourage those who are different. For instance, individuals do things to appease the society stay consistent and fear how the society will perceive them when they change. 
(iii) Thirdly, Emerson highlights self-worth. The author discovers that individuals fear being poorly viewed by society. However, a great person often goes against the norms of society and establishes a personal by doing what he thinks is right.
In summary, Emerson indicates that one ought to be unique concerning thoughts and not worry about what others perceive. He reiterates that one needs to follow the heart and appreciate God (Emerson, 2017). 
Question 2: Determine why Thoreau goes to the woods
Thoreau decided to move to the woods of Walden Pond to learn to live deliberately. The move was triggered by the desire to learn what had to teach him. As a result, Thoreau moved to the woods to experience the meaning of a purposeful life. He states that "I developed the desire to go into the woods because I wanted to live deliberately. I wanted to have a better understanding of life and see what it had to offer”.  “Simplicity is what the life offers, therefore, let your affairs be limited to three and not a hundred or a thousand" (Thoreau, 2017).
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