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Use of Mise-En-Scene in Spiderman: Far from Home and Avengers: Endgame
[bookmark: _GoBack]People often don’t pay attention to the wide range of cinematographic elements used to create the film when watching films. However, this study shows that film-making is a complex and tedious process requiring looking at every detail, whether small or big. The audience may never even realize some of these elements or their significance, but it is important to note their role in movies. In this study, I will be exploring the use of Mise-En-Scene in Spiderman: Far from Home and Avengers: Endgame by comparing how different components of Mine-En-Scene have been used in the two films. 
Components of Mise-En-Scene depicted in the two films 
Actors 
Actors and their performance style play a critical role in mise-en-scene. According to Master Class Staff, when actors are on screen, they are the focal point and center of attention to the audience (1). Therefore, their presence has a lot of significance to the overall look of the story. In Spiderman: Far from Home, the presence of Tony Stark, even when he is only mentioned in the movie, makes a significant impact on the viewers. Even though this film is a continuation of Spiderman, Marvel has a way of successfully integrating the stories of its characters in different movies. In this case, Tony Stark, the billionaire and tech expert in the Avengers and Ironman, is introduced when Peter Parker (Spiderman) tries to recall how he sacrificed himself to save the rest of the universe from Thanos in Avengers: Endgame. In the film Avengers: Endgame, the presence of the key characters who have been with Avengers for so long such as Tony Stark, Captain America, Thor, and many others. However, in the Avengers: Endgame, the presence of Captain Marvel makes the movie quite enjoyable. Even as the characters celebrate the win towards the end of the movie, the absence of the Black Widow as Mohawkeye sacrifices her to get one of the stones. Her absence, in the end, adds the somber mood even as the Avenger team celebrates the life of Tony Stark, who died restoring the universe. 
Location 
As Master Class Staff, the location further explains also plays a critical role in setting the mood and supporting the actions in the film (2). In Spiderman: Far from Home, location helps tell the story and the mood of the film. For example, the scene set at the hotel in London brings out the mood of happiness and enjoyment associated with field trips. The students from Peter Parker’s class were on a trip organized by an unknown donor, even though the audience knew it was the leader of the Avenger who wanted to see Peter Parker. In Avengers: Endgame, the location of the final battle with Thanos, Avengers’ headquarter. The scene is set in an industrial setting. The viewers can see the machines around and electrical connections that bring the mood of being in an industrial setting.
The scene at Tony Stark’s home. The domestic setting sets a different tone, which explains why Tony refused to get involved with Captain America’s proposal and the other Avengers to create a time-traveling machine that could take them back to the period before Thanos found the stones. Marvel brings out the domestic setting and peaceful home environment that indicates Tony Stark’s family. Five years after Thanos destroyed the planet, Tony got married and settled down. He even has a five-year-old daughter. The Avengers' change in location: Endgame tells a different story about the characters and their experiences. Away from the domestic setting of Tony Stark, the audience is also taken to the past where the Avengers went to get the stones before Thanos’ time. In the past, the audience learns a lot about Tony and Captain America, who contact people who change their lives forever. For Captain America, he meets the love of his life, and Tony meets his father. These two characters wrap up the film as their stories end as the film ends, with the end of their lives. Captain America stays in the past where he returned the stones whole Tony is buried in the present. 
Set Deign 
Set design refers to the things that the audience can see within a particular scene in the movie (Master Class Staff 2). They are details that help the audience build the location's world and add context to the story. For example, In Spiderman: Far from Home, details like the hotel indicate that the students are on a trip. Luggage and bags getting carried into the hotel, students highlighting from the plane, and boarding a bus. All these are things that help the audience create a context in the movie. In Avengers: Endgame, Mohawkeye's home is depicted in a domestic environment. He teaches his daughter how to shoot an arrow whole the wife is preparing dinner with the younger son before they vanish. The presence of utensils and groceries inform the audience about the domestic life of Mohawkeye (Barton) before Thanos' destruction of the universe. In this domestic environment, Barton seems composed, which, as Buchanan further explains, helped him from experiencing the full blow of the middle-life crisis (1).
Further, in the Avengers' headquarter, computers, cars, and other machines depict the industrial context that shows that it is the base of operations. These details help the viewers build out the characters' experiences and add more context to their story. Also, in the space where Captain Marvel finds Tony stuck with no way back to earth, the filmmaker creates a set design that helps the audience contextualize the space. The vast space with nothing except loneliness and vastness brings out the concept of the galaxy. 
Lighting 
Lighting is one of the critical aspects of filmmaking that brings out the mood clearly. Lighting is emotional, and as depicted in these two films, the filmmakers have used lighting to show the emotional situation around the characters. In the two films, Spiderman: Far from Home and Avengers: Endgame, the filmmakers have integrated both high-key lighting and low-key lighting techniques to depict the different scenes in the film. For example, in Spiderman: Far from Home, the filmmaker uses high-key lighting on different occasions to depict characters' romance. First, at the hotel, as soon as the students land in London, the romance between Ned and Seamstress and also the end, the romance between Parker and Michelle Jones are all depicted using high-key lighting. The lighting at the hotel and airport is warm and soft, showing the romantic emotions between these characters. The scenes where Spiderman fights Mysterio are darkened or shadowed to match the violence that the scenes are trying to depict. In the Avengers: Endgame, high-key lighting is rarely used, but there are occasions where this technique is used. For example, the domestic lives of Tony Stark and Barton are depicted using high-key lighting. However, in most parts of the film, a low-key lighting technique is used. For example, the scenes where the Avengers fight Thanos and his machines are shot using low-key lighting that involves a high-contrast lighting pattern that brightens and darkens parts of the frame. This technique has been used in this film to bring out the horror or thriller aspect of the movie. 
Shot blocking and camera placement 
The shot-blocking is a technique that involves placing the characters within the frame. This technique helps the audience connect with the characters in the movie. Filmmakers consider the performance of actors and actresses as well as how they interact with the environment. In the two films, creative blocking has been used that gives energy to the scenes that would otherwise seem dull and stagnant. For example, in Spiderman: Far from Home, Parker's scene gives Mysterio the spectacles that controlled the space drones that Tony left him is shot in a creative blocking. The filmmaker shoots the scene in a bar environment. Still, the focusing of the camera on the two characters while blocking out the rest of the environment brings out some sense of liveliness and reduces the somber mood that Parker finds himself in.
Similarly, in the Avengers: Endgame, the filmmaker chooses to selectively block some things in the environment to focus on the relationships between the characters. In Japan, where the Black Widow went to get Barton, there is a moment when they are brought closer to each other. Barton tries to justify why he has gone rogue. This moment is captured by a close shot that focuses on the two characters only. The rest of the environment has been blocked, and the city behind them blurred to allow the audience to contextualize the interrelationship between the characters. Shot blocking and camera placement help figure out the body positions, gestures, and movements on stage that enable the audience to contextualize and interpret the relationship between the characters. These two are practical tools that filmmakers use to convey the character's experiences and status in the movie. 
Costumes 
Another significant component of the Mise-en-scene involves the characters' clothes and how they are tailored to match them. In Spiderman: Far from Home, the costume is one of the things that differentiates it from the previous series of Spiderman. The suit Spiderman uses in this film is different from the one people are used to seeing. The suit had some upgrades from Tony Stark's technology when he featured the Clash of the Avengers. In Spiderman: Far from Home, Spiderman's suit has significant upgrades, including the artificial intelligence that helps him navigate and focus his senses better. Some of the features included in this film that separates it from the previous versions of Spiderman include the heads-up display that has been integrated with the eye lens, parachute, and retractable wingsuit components (Marvel Cinematic Universe Wiki 1). In the Avengers: Endgame, the suits are different from the previous Avenger series. The filmmaker decided to include costumes with the same color for all the characters, contrary to the heroes' suits in the previous Avenger series.
The new costumes in the Avengers: Endgame have significance beyond just the heroic characters the audience is used to from the previous versions. For example, the tome travel suits reflect the movie's name; it is an endgame for the series that has gone on for more than eleven years. The time travel suits depict the unity among the Avengers, contrary to the perception presented in the previous version. In this instance, no one seems to be concerned about taking charge of the Avenger group. Everyone is concerned about one thing, saving the planet from extinction, and the suits appear to coordinate this purpose among the characters, even those who had a rivalry in the past like Captain American and Tony Stark. However, the uniformity of the suits was also influenced by the intended purpose. The purpose was that they had to go back in time to find the stones. However, this meant that their suits had to be upgraded to accommodate the travel through the quantum. Also, the use of costumes reflects a particular moment in the movie, which connects with the moment's emotional experience. For example, in the Avengers: Endgame, at the end of the movie, as Tony Stark is laid to rest (buried), all the characters wear black attire (suits and dresses) to match the somber mood of the moment. They have lost one of them, and at this particular time, they are not heroes. Instead, they reveal themselves to one of them. 
In conclusion, this study has examined the use of mise-en-scene in the two action/thriller films Spiderman: Far from Home and Avengers: Endgame. This study has explored how different components of mise-en-scene such as actors, location, set design, lighting, costumes, and shot-blocking have been used in the story to help the audience contextualize the story and connect with the character experiences in the movie. These components serve a great purpose by creating a sense of place for viewers by using the above components. Sometimes, the audience may not realize it, but they rely on mise-en-scene components to understand the experiences of characters and better contextualize the story in the movie. 
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