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Discuss some of the ethical implications of using assisted reproduction.
Introduction
	Assisted reproduction is a procedure that is used in the modern world to achieve pregnancy in cases a mother or a couple cannot bear a child due to cases of infertility, gays, lesbianism or any other case that could hinder a mother, man, or a couple to get pregnant. Assisted reproduction includes vitro fertilization, donor conception, ovulation induction, gamete intrafallopian transfer, surrogacy, intracytoplasmic sperm injection, or fertility medication etc. In many cultural backgrounds, the society and the religion, these methods have been condemned because of the ethical dilemma they are attached with. However, the issue remains whether the individuals in the society who use the same methods have the right to assisted reproduction.
Separation of sex from reproduction
	Many people in the society believe that there must be intercourse between the mother and the father in order for conception to occur. Assisted reproduction might not follow the natural procedures of sex and pregnancy, which many describe as ethically unacceptable. It is not possible for gays to have sex and bear the child. This means that the couple will have to donate semen for insemination of women who will take the responsibility of conception in order for the gay couple to have a child. None of these procedures is accepted by the family. Assisted reproduction might not be accepted in the community no matter how the group's lobbies for the same (Purdy, 1989).
Gender issues
	A question is always raised whether the parents of the baby have the genetic material to form the child through sperm and the egg. On the other hand, are the parents able to raise and mentor the child? The society describes a family as a combination of the mother and the father who have borne children together. In the case where lesbians are involved, it might be ethically questionable. At times, legal cases arise between the parents involved in the child’s life (Purdy, 1989). 
Reproduction with the involvement and bonding 
	Generally, the society accepts the bonding of the genetic mother or the father to the children which is described to be very crucial for the growth of the child. In case of surrogate motherhood, the child will leave the mother to the embryo donor. This might affect the bonding of the baby and the involvement of the parents as intended. Inappropriate bonding is created in such a case and can result in problems in parenthood. 
Ideology or religion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Assisted reproduction is described as commercialization which is not accepted in the religion or society. Commercialization involved in assisted reproduction such as payments made in surrogate motherhood is viewed as risky for distinctions in genetic pedigree, exploitation and loss of dignity to human life. Ethical arguments always arise later based on the reward system, reproductive tourism, and justice (Gregory and Pence, 2007). 
Utilitarian principles 
	Questions are raised whether both parties are equally happy. However, assisted production means that there is a third party involved and either of the parties or both might not be happy with the reproduction. 
Risk benefits 
	Donation of a woman’s egg is perceived to be a risky idea which does not serve in the best interest of the child. The embryo or the child could be at risk of STDs or chronic diseases due to donor anonymity. The privacy of the relationship is also tempered which puts the marriage at risk. It is the right of the child to know her and his origin and through assisted reproduction it might not be possible (Gillian, Hanscombe, 1983). 	
Conclusion 
	In conclusion, the community is yet to come to terms on the issue of assisted reproduction. When it happens, it raises a lot of ethical questions that result in court cases, isolation and discrimination. The right of the child is not served according to many despite the lobbying for the community to accept the idea. considering the advancements in innovation and technology, the idea of assisted reproduction might raise more ethical questions that it is experienced today.  




References
Gillian, Hanscombe. (1983). The right to lesbian parenthood. Journal of Medical Ethics 9 (11): 1972-1976.
Gregory F. Pence (May 20, 2007)." The McCaughey Septuplets: God's Will or Human choice?," Washington Post, W14
Purdy, (1989)."Surrogate Mothering: Explonation or Empowerment" Bioethics, vol.3, p.28
