As the recent 2014 press release from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ar5/prpc_syr/11022014_syr_copenhagen.pdf) expresses, the effects of climate change on human populations are not only impacting the environment in which we interact, but also will determine whether or not those lifeways will continue to be sustainable. The report serves as a “call to action” for mitigating risks caused by vulnerability and exposure to environmental hazards, to be aware of structural inequalities and the variable ways in which climate change will differentially impact an interconnected world. Adaptation plays a key role in these changes. Anthropology studies many different groups of people, and we as ‘anthropological archaeologists’ are well-positioned to make such recommendations. But how do we translate archaeological data sets and ethnographic accounts to address these issues? 

For this assignment, each small group will read and discuss articles, becoming “experts” in the archaeology of, anthropology of, or avocational groups associated with a particular region/group of people who have and continue to be particularly impacted by changing climate. You will then design a “policy statement” using multiple lines of data (make sure to include archaeological data) to make recommendations for that particular region/group of people.
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Questions: 
1. What did each article have to contribute to our mutual understanding of your particular region/group of people? Give a brief description of the region and who the people inhabiting this region are. 
2. What sort of data was utilized in each article? Describe the archaeological evidence, environmental datasets, ethnographic accounts, or statistics that were used.
3. How does their way of life affect how these societies are structured? If pertinent, what sort of social impacts does their subsistence strategy result in?
4. What environmental, socio-political, and economic issues have these people historically encountered?
5. How are these addressed through coping mechanisms?
6. What are the difficulties these people encounter today as they are faced with globalization, development, and climate change?
7. What sort of adaptations might be employed?
8. How can anthropology and archaeology help us to make recommendations for them? 
Note: Your answers to the last two questions (informed by the answers to the previous questions) should be used to develop a ‘policy statement’.
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