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GUINEA

500 kilometers.

~ Map L Westem Africa, ¢. 1640-1750 (showing places mentioned in the text).

Why Were
¥ Africans
: Enslaved?

VARIETY OF OPINION

Slavery was not born of racism: rather, racism was the consequence of
slavery. . ... The origin of Negro slavery was economic, not racial; it had
to do not with the color of the laborer, but the cheapness of the labor.

ERIC WiLLIAMS

In a profound .. . sense chattel slavery for Africans and Indians in the
Americas was . . . a function of the non-slave status that Europeans
considered inappropriate for themselves.

Davip ELTis

[A] precondition [for New World slavery] was the medieval Arab
precedent of enslaving and transporting by ship or caravan enormous
numbers of black Africans. . . .

DAviD BRiON Davis
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FEconomics, Not Racism, as the Root of Slavery 3

The first instance of slave trading and slave labor devz!f)petinn;
the New World involved, racially, not th'e Negro but the lnd u;‘:‘hﬂ:\
Indians rapidly succumbed to the excessive labor de\{\;\?\di ‘If) ; ad‘-
the insufficient diet, the white man’s diseases, and the!r m?r;):y otheir
sust themselves to the new way of life. Accustomed to a I_:fe of liberty, th
Lonsrilulion and temperament were illadapted to the Tigors of plm.nnhon
slavery. As Fernando Ortiz writes: “To sub]ez;t the ln@mn to the mines, to
their monotonous, insane and severe labor, w_uhmn tribal sense, w,thf}ui Te-
ligious ritual, . . . was like taking away from him !.he meaning of ‘.“i lifews.
[t was to enslave not only his muscles h\l_! also his collective spirit” ...

England and France, in their colonies, followed lAhe Spanfsh practice
of enslavement of the Indians. There was one conspicuous dlﬂ'erence'—
the attempts of the Spanish Crown, however meffe.ch‘fe. to restrict
Indian slavery to those who refused to accept Christianity and to the
warlike Caribs on the specious plea that they were cannibals. From the
standpoint of the British government Indian slavery, unlike later Negro
slavery which involved vital imperial interests, was a purely colonl‘al
matter. . . . But Indian slavery never was extensive in the British
lominions. . . .

The immediate successor of the Indian . . . was not the Negro but
the poor white. These white servants included a variety of types. Some
were indentured servants, so called because, before departure from the
homeland, they had signed a contract, indented by law, binding them
to service for a stipulated time in return for their passage. Still others,
known as “redemptioners,” arranged with the captain of the ship to pay
for their passage on arrival or within a specified time thereafter; if they
did not, they were sold by the captain to the highest bidder. Others
were convicts, sent out by the deliberate policy of the home govern-
ment, to serve for a specified period. . . .

A regular traffic developed in these indentured servants. Between
1654 and 1685 ten thousand sailed from Bristol alone, chiefly for the
West Indies and Virginia. In 1683 white servants represented one-sixth
of Virginia’s population. Two-thirds of the immigrants to Pennsylvania
during the eighteenth century were white servants; in four years 25,000
came to Philadelphia alone. It has been estimated that more than a
quarter of a million persons were of this class during the colonial period,
and that they probably constituted one-half of all English immigrants,
the majority going to the middle colonies.
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«parbadoes” a person. Montserrat became largely an Irish colon)"f
and the Irish brogue is still ﬁe.quently heard today in many parts o
the British West Indies. The Irish, IlOWCVCl:, were poor servants. They
hated the English, were always ready to aid England’s enemies, and
in a revolt in the Leeward Islands in 1§89 we can already see signs of
that burning indignation which, acclordms to Lecky, gave Was_hmgton
some of his best soldiers. The vanquished in Cromwell’s Scottish cam-
paigns were treated like the Irish before them, a|l1d Scotsmen came
to be regarded as “the general travaillers and soldiers in most'forelgn
parts.” Religious intolerance sent more workers to the plantations. In
1661 Quakers refusing to take the oath for the third time were to ble
transported; in 1664 transportation, to any plantation except Virginia
or New England, or a fine of one hundred pounds was decreed for
the third offence for persons over sixteen assembling in groups of five
or more under pretence of religion. Many of Monmouth’s adherents
were sent to Barbados, with orders to be detained as servants for ten
years. The prisoners were granted in batches to favorite courtiers, who
made handsome profits from the traffic in which, it is alleged, even the
Queen shared. A similar policy was resorted to after the Jacobite risings
of the eighteenth century. . . .

The institution of white servitude, however, had grave disadvan-
tages. Postlethwayt, a rigid mercantilist, argued that white laborers
in colonies would tend to create rivalry with the mother country in
manufacturing. Better black slaves on plantations than white servants
in industry, which would encourage aspirations to independence. The
supply moreover was becoming increasingly difficult, and the need of
the plantations outstripped the English convictions. In addition, mer-
chants were involved in many vexatious and costly proceedings arising
from people signifying their willingness to emigrate, accepting food and
clothes in advance, and then sueing for unlawful detention. Indentured
servants were not forthcoming in sufficient quantities to replace those
who had served their term. On the plantations, escape was easy for
the white servant; less easy for the Negro who, if freed, tended, in self-
defence, to stay in his locality where he was well known and less likely
to be apprehended as a vagrant or runaway slave. The servant expected
land at the end of his contract; the Negro, in a strange environment,
conspicuous by his color and features, and ignorant of the white man’s
language and ways, could be kept permanently divorced from the land.
Racial differences made it easier to justify and rationalize Negro slavery,
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The Cultural Roots of African Slavery

_tion and hordes of cheap labor, and the small farm of the

Jar E(‘P‘:‘t:trzlc;ov‘vhitc ot could not possibly survive, The tobacco 0
e Barbados was displaced by the sugat ofthe large plan-
e e rise of the sugar industry in the Caribbean was the signal
for a gigantic dispossession of the small farmer. Barbados in 1645 had
or 3 800 it farmers and 5680 Negro laves: i 1677 there were
1}15 large plantation owners and 82,023 slaves. In 1645 the island had
Zg 300 whites fit to bear arms, in 1667 only 8,3'00. e SR

é Negro slavery therefore was only a solution, in certain historica
es, of the Caribbean labor problem. Sugar meant labor—at
times that labor has been slave, at other times nominally_ free; at \iWCS
black, at other times white or brown or(ye“ow. Slavery in no way im-
plied, in any scientific sense, the inferiority of the N.eglo. Without it the
great development of the Caribbean sugar plantations, between 1650

2nd 1850, would have been impossible.

fation- Th

circumstanc

David Eltis

The Cultural Roots
of African Slavery

Williams mentions in passing that Europeans did not enslave other
Europeans. Canadian historian David Eltis, a specialist in Atlantic migra-
tion at Queens University, makes that issue the center of his analysis. He
argues that Africans were not enslaved simply for economic reasons, for it
would have been more convenient and probably cheaper to bring enslaved
Europeans to the New World. He also suggests it was not prejudice against
blacks that produced the African slave trade, but the unconscious exemp-
tion from enslavement Europeans gave themselves. Thus, Eltis endorses a
cultural explanation for slavery.

David Elts, “Cultural Roots of African Slavery,” from The Rise of African Slavery in
the Americas, 2000, pp. 64-72, 78-80, 83-84. Reprinted by permission of Cambridge
University Press.
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The Cultural Roots of African Slavery 9

with a cargo of Europeans appears stronger again. In the 1680s the _Royal
African Company (RAC) would often hire ships to carry slaves on its \?e-
half, The hire rate was typically between £5 and £6 per slave landed alive
in the Americas—a price that was understood to cover the full f:ost of sagl—
ing to Africa, acquiring slaves, and carrying them to the RAC's agents in
the West Indies. The return cargo from the Americas was a separate specu-
Jation. The cost of shipping convicts to Barbados and the begward lsla'nds
at this time was similar. As noted later, however, ships carrying convicts,
indentured servants, and fare-paying passengers always cul’l’:led t_'ar fewer
people per ton than did slave ships. There is little doubt vthal if s}nps carty-
ing Europeans had been as closely packed as those carrying Al’n(:ansr costs
1 person would have been much lower for Europeans than for Africans.

A further reason for using European rather than African slave
Jabor derives from relative prices of African slaves and convict English
labor—the nearest the English came to using Europeans as chattel
slaves. Unskilled male convicts from England and Ireland sold for £16
each in Maryland in the years 176775 at a time when newly arrived
African male slaves in the prime age group were selling for about triple
this amount in Virginia and Maryland. The British males worked for ten
years or less, the Africans for life. If convicts and their descendants had
been sold into a lifetime of service, it is reasonable to suppose that plant-
ers would have been ready to pay a higher price for them. At this higher
price, the British government and merchants might have found ways to
provide more convicts. Shipping costs alone would not have interfered
with the process. From this standpoint, convicts could have been sold
into lifelong servitude for a price little more than that for seven or ten
years of labor. Thus in the absence of an improbably rapid decline in
slave prices as buyers switched from Africans to Europeans, we might
suppose that there were no shipping cost barriers to European slaves
forming the basis of the plantation labor forces of the Americas. . . .

Indeed enslavement in Europe might have been less costly than its
African counterpart. First, transportation costs, which loomed so large
within Africa, were bound to be lower in a subcontinent where major pop-
ulation centers were located near navigable waters. . . . Second, popula-
tion growth in westem Europe in general, and England in particular, was
considerable during the era of the slave trade. Despite a net migration of
2.7 million from the mid-sixteenth to mid-nineteenth century, England’s
population rose sevenfold. Scholars debate the impact on the African
population of the loss of twelve million people to the Americas. It is certain
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could easily have provided ﬁfty thousand forced migrants a year v\./ithf:ut
serious disruption to either international peace or existing social institu-
tions that generated and supervised these potential European victims.
1f such an outflow had been directed to the plantation colonies, it is
also unlikely that mercantilist statesmen would have questioned either
the scale or the direction of the flow.

More specifically, British convicts could have replaced African
slaves in the Chesapeake, the destination of most transport ships. The
first recorded shipment of convicts dates to 1615. Until 1770 the number
of convict arrivals was at least two-thirds that of slaves in total, although
in the 1730s and 1740s slave arrivals were between two and four times
Jarger. If all whites and their subsequent progeny sent against their will
to the colonies had been accorded the slave status of African immi-
grants, there is no reason why the number of white slaves in Maryland
and Virginia would not have been at least as large as the actual black
slave population at the end of the colonial period. . . .

Given these transportation and production cost advantages
European slave labor would have been no more expensive and prob-
ably substantially cheaper. Slavery in the Americas (white slavery)
would have been extensive in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
before African slaves arrived in large numbers. Plantations would have
developed more quickly and European consumers would have enjoyed
an accelerated flow of sugar and tobacco. The fact that African slavery
in the Americas took longer to evolve than any European counterpart
would have done—at least in North America—is accounted for by the
greater costs of moving people from Africa as opposed to Europe.

It was, of course, inconceivable that any of the labor pools men-
tioned earlier (convicts, prisoners of war, or vagrants) could have
been converted into chattel slaves. The barrier to European slaves
in the Americas lay not only beyond shipping and enslavement costs
but also beyond any strictly economic sphere. The English Vagrancy
Act of 1547 prescribing slavery was never enforced. The seventy-two
English political prisoners who were taken at Salisbury in 1654 and
sent to Barbados the next year claimed to be “[flree-born People of this
Nation, now in Slavery” and were able to petition Parliament in 1659;
they occasioned an extensive discussion there not extended to Africans
for another 130 years. There were serfs in Scotland as we have seen but
there were no slaves, Across the English Channel a 1716 law was neces-
sary to deny slaves brought privately to France their enfranchisement
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5. from the other, it points to the resistance that would have inevi-

bl . followed or else manipulation on the part of the elite. The most
el s strike in the preindustrial northeastern coal industry occurred
fen107“(;5 when mine owners attempted to follow their Scottish coun-
s 1ts down a road that led to serfdom for workers. But what seems
Ferp‘:neslahle is that in regard to slavery the sense of the appropriate was
"|‘C(r)ed across social divisions and cannot easily be explained by ideo-
70‘;@] differences or power relationships among classes. Outrage at the
treatment of Africans was rarely expressed at any level of society before
the late eighteenth century. ‘The moral economy of the English (Emwd,
Jike the various Christian churches, was preoccupied with other issues.
When the immorality of coerced labor was recognised, the recognition
appeared across all social groups at about the same time. Attempts to
account for the failure of Europeans to enslave their own in terms of
solidarity among the potential slaves do not seem promising. If the elite
could kill Irish, Huguenots, Jews, prisoners of war, convicts, and many
other marginalised groups, why could they not enslave them? The
English considered those from the Celtic fringe different from them-
selves but, after the eleventh century at least, not different enough to
enslave. For elite and non-elite alike enslavement remained a fate for
which only non-Europeans were qualified.

value:

David Brion Davis

Ideas and Institutions

from the Old World

In summarizing a lifetime’s study of slavery, retired Yale historian David
Brion Davis considers the rise of New World slavery in a broader geographi-
cal and temporal perspective than Williams or Eltis, both of whom con-
centrate their attention on early modern English colonies. Davis suggests
that haphazard developments in the medieval Islamic world reinforced

From David Brion Davis, Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New
World, 2006, pp. 78-85. Reprinted by permission of Oxford University Press.
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Jand, were ransomed by Europeans and publ.i?l}’"ce}eg:‘_eg::‘
of the inherent freedom and “non-e_:nslaveahl!l'y v b s )

- s—a concept that began to develop in Byzantium in t e_ea» 3!'
wl?"es Ages, when enslavement and ransoming first hecm\.]e l}nLe
M.'ddler iu; identity. In England especially, this ceremonial lnbgra—
meh rfe Elg‘ lish captives—who often appeared in urban parades wearing
b I a’i,%s and tattered slave clothing—coincided in the eighteenth
e with a growing desire to dignify “free labor,” along with the
cgnlllff)’new nationalism signified in the early eighteenth century by
iy : Thompson'’s famous lines that would become a kind of national
i?;:;]eem: “Rule, Britannia! Britannia rules the waves . . . Britons never

i ves.
el x scI:n be seen in their almost continuous wars, especially the
ferocious Thirty Years’ War from 1618 to 1648, western Europeans had
few qualms about slaughtering and torturing one another, or even about
exterminating civilians. Yet their own convicts, vagabonds, and prisoners
of war were exempt from the kind of enslavement that seemed appro-
priate for Moors and then for what the English termed “Blackamoors.”

I do not mean to minimize the importance of greed, economic
self-interest, and an increasing desire for greater productivity and profit,
all of which lay at the heart of early modern and modem slavery. But
these economic desires were also fused with issues of identity, ideology,
and power. g

[There are] at least four cultural preconditions for the antiblack
racism that dominated the white settlement and development of the
Americas, especially from the late seventeenth century onward.

" First ... there were the strong sanctions for slavery in the West's
re]lsnops and philosophical heritage extending back to the Hebrew and
Christian Bibles and to the classical literature of the Greco-Roman era.
Thus vchanel slavery remained an acceptable institution even after it
had disappeared from northwest Europe and after the Barbary corsairs
l‘)"“liﬂ‘sclored lthe belief that Christians from western Europe could not

¢ legitimately enslaved.
% Iier:;r:;]c]ally; the revival and rediscovery of classical |eaming—5upp0mdly
enaissanE: eé) ttow']xrd p'rogRress—gave new support for slayery in the
e u;u lsl"\l:v leAre'J'sl hi)maln slaves .had included virtually all
more inﬂuince}:i b e:I“JVJ' a' % ‘l‘e e;]}erg!ns m9der11 votldwould be
dnd e Y the ancient Israelite dlshn?hon between Hebrew
Y Canaanite slaves, and by the Islamic laws against forcibly
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inni wever, the European maritime nations, from

i thj ;Z?tl:;;l“lgr‘l }lllfe 1500s to Francli and England in the }6005,
spain £ dertake New World colonization with the intent of relyfng on
(South Carolina is arguably an exception). Despite the
preconditions we have considered, the New World
merged from a long series of fortuitous, haphazard, and even
ic events, especially as the Mediterranean patterns of piracy,

Ji Junder, cruelty, and ruthless reprisals were hansfem_ed to the
Lo Imt L In Central America, for example, where the conquistadores
Ca"h:‘ejm ointed by the absence of tribute in comparison with Mexico,
Wﬂef Is“lzlpscune compensation by branding Indian slaves on the face and
iht?y ('):msome sixty-seven thousand to Panama, Peru, and the Caribbean.
shlplpus%xteenth and seventeenth centuries the colonizing powers relied
:L;:;v on Indian labor, and in the seventeenth century the British in
Barbaaos and Virginia depended for many decades on a large flow of
white indentured servants, who long outnumbered black slaves.

Moving back again to origins, Venetian and Genoese merchants
were at the forefront in developing conquered Arab sugar-producing
regions in the Mediterranean, in supplying non-African slaves for a va-
riety of economic needs in addition to sugar production, and finally
in extending the system for slave-grown sugar to the so-called Atlantic
islands of Madeira, the Canaries, the Cape Verdes, and Sdo Tomé, off
the west coast of Africa. Here, in order to grasp a more global picture,
we should mention again the changing sources of slave labor from the
12005 to the late 1400s, a subject that highlights shifting boundaries
and provides perspective on the ultimate choice of Africans.

Following the Western capture of Constantinople, in the Fourth
Crusade (1204), Italian merchants participated in a booming long-
distance scaborne trade that transported tens of thousands of “white”
Armenian, Bulgarian, Circassian, Mingrelian, and Georgian slaves from
regions around the Black Sea and the Sea of Azon to Mediterranean
markets extending from Muslim Egypt and Syria to Christian Crete,
Cyprus, Sicily, and eastern Spain. The slaves were used for the
production of sugar as well as for numerous other services. What needs
to be stressed is that the Tatars and other slave traders north of the Black
Sea Wwere as eager as their later African counterparts to march streams
“:lfhcef;?‘l}\:es, in this case mostly “white” captives, to shoreline markets

ey could be exchanged for coveted goods.
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lave System, both energized by the expansion an

f sugar cultivation.
naval expedition to West Africa in the mid-1400s

ed to find wheat and barley, to outflank the Arab

to find the rich sources of gold and pepper south of Mali,

ond perhaps to find “Prester John,” a legendary Christian ruler some-
where beyond the lsllamlc world. In the event, Prince Henry's voyag-
ers also initiated a qlrect slavg trade between West Africa and Lisbon
and began to colonize the uninhabited Madeira Islands, at first using
as slaves the ligh!-lskm:edfaunche natives of the Canary Islands, who
had also been ensiave and massacred by the Spaniards.

By the time of Columbus’s first American voyage, in 1492, Madeira
had already become a wealthy sugar colony mainly dependent on the
Jabor of black African slaves. The Atlantic islands had originally been
bases for pirates and sources fqr water and supplies for mariners; partly
because they presented less nsklof tropical diseases than the African
x;mglan‘d, ihe.y]ihen became major sites of agricultural production. As
the ’rsi ruve Lovony commn.ted to sugar monoculture and increasingly
to black slave labor, Madeira was the transitional protol for 1.
mercantilist ideals of empire. Madei = T o

c < pire. Madeira soon outstripped the enti
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Columbus, who had lived for’ ovei’\‘:\:d i eas“em by
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<1 Blackburm, for example, in a comprehensive study

i 19??,[;10‘}/’;:05“': %mopean coloni:; in the Ame‘r;;cas, argued that
gl I; found it easier to subject Africans to slavery, an institution
E“;opff;“ma"y declined in their own societies in Europe, than to sub-
bt ans to it. Blackburn believed that the interpretations of the
ject vEul' %P:rse of Ham found Africans to be degraded and thus suitable
B‘hhcnnslavcd. In the same year James Sweet, addressing specifically
b in the Iberian world, also pointed to hostile attitudes toward
sm: ;{inncd people derived from the heritage of the war against the
(;zls‘lims and Christian teachings about the curse of Ham to explain
racism and racial slavery in the Spanish and Portuguese .ﬁw‘mricas,
David Eltis produced a systematic, economically driven analysis in 20(?0,
arguing counterfactually that . . . it would have been hotl_l cost-effective
and legal to use Europeans (convicts, vag,abonds', and prisoners of V:lal)
as slaves in the Americas. However, Europeans did not take this option,
he contended, because they considered the institution to be too harsh
for cultural insiders, but they were willing to impose it on Africans, who
they considered to be outsiders. Cultural studies and postcolonial litera-
ture have also contributed to the discussion by locating an ever wider
range of ways —physical appearance, susceptibility to disease, skill,
technology, and social and cultural norms—by which early modern
Europeans distanced themselves from other peoples of the world.

This recent set of Atlantic-focused studies actually revised and
modified the work of Winthrop Jordan, whose landmark 1969 book,
White over Black, on the origins of slavery in colonial North America
(but actually the Chesapeake region) identified preexisting European
racism as the primary cause of the institution. In the historiography
of North America as in the discussion of slavery in general, however,
Jordan’s position was largely counterbalanced in the 1980s and 1990s
by economic-driven arguments presented by Edmund Morgan, Russell
Menard, and David Galenson (among others) that linked the origin of
slavery in North America to the relative cost of indentured European
and enslaved African labor or to issues of productivity.

The historical dilemma that engendered this debate concerned
two central issues: the status of labor in the early settlement period in
English North America (especially the Chesapeake), from roughly 1607
10 1676, and the role of racial prejudice in emergence of slavery. During
this period, most workers were indentured servants of European origin,
Wwho served for limited periods and enjoyed some legal rights, giving way
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;i;’;ass]z\tsmld acc [ML' ﬁ,e first Africans were Atlantic Creo} Although the English were aware of Portuguese afld Spanish prac-
In B‘ff"““"ul"Fl't‘lO(;;l«‘E)‘J"ged the nature of the debate, :‘s]e:e_ | ice of slavery and the legal condition of slaves in their lands, they did
1997, :

not necessarily see slavery exactly as the Spanish and Portuguese did.
t They might view itas a long (perhaps even life-long) contract as seen in
the act of the Barbados Assembly passed in 1636 that declared “negroes
and Indians that came here to be sold, should serve for life unless a con-
tract was before made to the contrary.” Lord Mandeville, a member of
the Somers Island Company that controlled Bermuda, wrote to Thomas
Durham, “For the negroes I see no reason why they should deserve free-
dom from their service,” clearly seeing their term as indeterminate and
possibly indefinite. In fact, Robert McColley has argued that in the sev- |
enteenth century, senvant meant both “slave” and “indentured servant.” 4
Indentured servants could be sold, exchanged, or passed on from one
owner to another, and sometimes they, too, were acquired through cap-
ture. In 1640, Barbados received some kidnapped Frenchmen who were

hich headwanced ons Europeans might have had about Africap
aed (mm|!“f‘|"::’"‘: Dutchand English brought to the early g,
in g‘"""’J'[h‘:f“‘;;; more like insiders and some were treated as such,
;;I\?zﬁmfhadan mportant impact on the m?tiluti(.)n of slavery, &
e argued thatthe early period represented a society w ith slaves, rather
i v societyand ths with greater access to freedom and rights
This, however, was not the case with the Africans who would folloy
hemin the Plantation Generation. The relative insider status of the
Charter Ceneaation allowed members to negotiate pathways to freedom
andrelatve poltical and legal equality in colonial North America.
Although we disagree with Ira Berlin on some of the specifics of

hrxa]gumcn?,m believe that his ideas concerning the relative ease of
social mobility of the Charter Generati

vesdiesh oo th By ’10|‘1);lr|e correct. In [this fzssﬂy] sold fuf 900 ‘)qlll\ds of cotton a head. However, they had definite terms
ks bt A ot . ‘peam he! d‘ uniformly ‘negahve at- of service f‘"d in theory would be freed.

by Cuniting o e g Ils would contribute to their treatment: v The idea that slavery was a permanent condition restricted to

on Afica betyee, 1450 ang léﬁrg e‘:“lf of English and Dutch writings Afticans was not firmly established in the English legal mind either, in
:3:5’;){”[” by i IY\'C‘S.'O“ ll\a‘l they displayed a broad | spite of the .Ponuguesc model. When Captain Jackson brought about
IV\E\\J:LEMP“" Wiing ’Cprex:“g[dmvev \.\Iuch Tuns counter to the ‘ a\aA;iozen Afrlc%\!ls to Bgrmud:a in 1637-1638, he sold them all to Hugh
thhe blldrl;?]glcc‘sr' Hat i o df Africans in an entirely nega “ ‘e“lh.Nl(‘)nh with the shpuk?hon \ha‘t they serve 99-year ind.enlmes, cer-
Ple ool mtkn i e tto Cen?m] Africa, where most S':]: : ifelong but not heritable. That same year, a certain Ma\.ria was
Eﬂ"m"d”'“'ahhu 0) N g €ir writings portray the pec s ‘0 SvEr\'e for 19 years. When ‘]uc.kson rehlm.ed to B.em?uda in 1644
5t Afiea sz\i h the Engl ically, The following section L" ;dl_\eur-]ong privateering Y";\ld in the Spanish territories, he stipu-
and ot o mdcmm‘ltch colonists did regard the ed that another group of Africans he had taken were to serve shorter

ed servants, they hadsil el terms, some for 4, others of only 7 years. In his will of 1650, a Barbados
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ot he s inhatcounty were free,  figure that far exceeded
the percentage offree Afican Americans at any subsequent point in
American history.

Mastof the discussion on the status of the first Africans in the
Engl and D colonies has centered on English and Dutch law
:I“d l}:mlzm_mde What the above discussion has revealed, however, is
althe uestin s much more complex. A significant percentage of the
Frst Aficans were Atantic Creol S
e teclesand their ability to demonstrate that
Th e e 2:! ;;ai;]d their trapsition from slavery to freedom.

at accounts for the large percentage of

et texplan:

e people
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the C; ol Nverteq | 4
an:i C,mks iy with 'etedin America, Ira Berlin identified
Chri;h':h;;: s pec Icéluxapean culture, including religion;
i hx l'gloundu“he ¥ notes the connection between the
gmm’hgev«h "80lans cop; S
0 biajneq Wy ng to New Netherland a
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and Dutch popular wisdom, if not law, maintained
. 1d not hold another Christian as a slave. . . .
that 2 Chris™  lso believed that Christian Africans cg\\ld not be
y Anglicahs 1648, when the non-Christian West African Sambo
v "become a Christian, Richard Ligon, who was
i intervened with Sambo’s master on his
ded his fellow Englishman that English
1d not make a Christian a slave” a;}d to
istia uld be to threaten the whole insti ation
keaislae n'ClT:jleI::r ‘::)e: any Christian slaves during his stay in
of slavery: U [],|g0;\m0ine Biet, a visiting French priest, met them. He
parbados, b ;erin his stay in Barbados those Africans who had “the
reported ll‘;’“ ; “: wEich the’y have received amongst the Portuguese . . .
Cetile T, lgt“:s they can, saying their prayers and worshiping God in
kech i "‘,S :"SAK about the,same period the French priest Jean-Baptiste
me‘-} l‘f,ir,éported that the English and Dutch would not convert their
(:]I,;vc:rio Christianity as they would no longer be slaves. These iqeas still
revailed as late as the 1680s, when James 1T made a resoluhor'm tbat
“the negroes upon the plantations should a.“‘bc baptlzed, dec\m?nmg
against that impiety of their masters prohibiting it since they believed
that they would be ipso facto free o5

Africans who were Christians when they arrived were able to take
advantage of the belief that Christians could not be held in slavery.

In the English colonies, their names provide some indication of their
Christian status. A clear case of this comes from the two early Jame-
stown censuses in which some Africans are listed with Iberian Chris-
tian names or English versions of them and others are listed just as
“Negroes.” A remarkable number of the manumitted Africans on the
Eastern Shore bore Christian names. That “Antonio and Isabell” on
the 1625 census are revealed to have “their child baptized” without
further comment, it suggests that their Christian background was not
questioned.

Records of Dutch manumissions in New Netherland reveal a simi-
lar pattern for the freed Africans. The names show that the Africans
clearly brought the Iberian names with them, were self-identified and
must have received the names through being raised in a Christian
community (Kongo, Portuguese Angola, and the pockets of Christian
EZ;::::WT as ié;r east as Matamba) and not just through the nominal

m Luanda. . . .

ade it SO that “we cou
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The Slave Trade
Within Africa

—————————— VARIETY OF OPINION

[A] great body of the Negro inhabitants of Africa have continued [in a
state of slavery] from the most early period of their history. . .. There
are regular markets, where slaves . . . are bought and sold.

MUNGO PARK

Few of the [179] informants had spent much time as slaves. . . . [Tlhey
where enslaved in their home district and immediately taken down to
the coast.

P. E. H. HAR

Of 100 people seized in Africa, 75 would have reached the market-
places in the interior; . .. 64 . .. would have arrived at the coast; . . .
57 would have boarded the ships; .. . and 48 or 49 would have lived
to behold their first master in the New World.

JosepH C. MILLER
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desofthe Atantic trade there is very lttle direct evidenge
ubf";;:lc?::ia:{:;:ir that delivered slaves to Europeans at the coast. The
Seolsnan Mungo Park was one of the first Europeans to travel into inlang
regionsof Afca and fo observe how people became slaves. He found tha
mostwere prisonersfaken in warfare and raids, but that others lost their free

stfus asthe resultof famine, deb, or crimes. Captives were either keptas
slaves in Afica or sold abroad.

The slaves in Africa i |
e i Afica, [ suppose, are nearly in the proportion of three to
one othe fieemen, They clgjy

and g ] e : o reward for their services, except food
Teated ki . .
the goodor g e 0“vnih kindness or severity, according to

{ablished certyy Tules with heir masters. Custom, however, has es-
u JIL‘;E;"d_lEo the treatment of slaves, which itis

ate. Thys :

whi M house, e. Thus, the domestic slaves, or such as

cha 5 d . 3

hare purhy, dwith il e treated with more lenity than those

* Mheauthority of the master over the
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ave, as | have elsewhere observed, extends only to reasonable
dom for the master canmot sell his domestic, without having first
correctionfortie ' e eial Beforel e aHief memofthaplases Bt
prought him © d:n the power of the master extend not to the case of
these restHiclon 8, nor to that of slaves purchased with money. Al
risoners ta cr,‘ te beings are considered as strangers and foreigners, who
these unfort O rotection of the law, and may be treated with se-
have 10 Tig I‘(‘i to a stranger, according to the pleasure of their owners.
il \dee;l regular markets, where slaves of this description are
i ]"sold' and the value of a slave in the eye of an African pur-
bought ""(mﬂses' in proportion to his distance from his native kingdom;
Chﬂsjr. :\"sclmcs are only a few days’ journey from the place of their nativ-
Iﬁ:‘r ‘:h‘:y frequently effect their escape: but when one or more kingdx?ms
intervene, escape being more difficult, they are more .readlly reconciled
to their situation. On this account, the_ unhappy slave is frequently trans-
ferred from one dealer to another, until he has lost all hopes of returning
to his native kingdom. The slaves which are purchased by the Europeans
on the Coast, are chiefly of this description; a few of them are collected
in the petty wars, hereafter to be described, which take place near the
Coast; but by far the greater number are brought down in large caravans
from the inland countries, of which many are unknown, even by name,
to the Europeans. The slaves which are thus brought from the interior,
may be divided into two distinct classes: first, such as were slaves from
their birth, having been born of enslaved mothers; secondly, such as
were born free, but who afterwards, by whatever means, became slaves.
Those of the first description are by far the most numerous; for prison-
ers taken in war (at least such as are taken in open and declared war,
when one kingdom avows hostilities against another) are generally of this
description. The comparatively small proportion of free people, to the
enslaved, throughout Africa, has already been noticed; and it must be ob-
served, that men of free condition, have many advantages over the slaves,
even in war time. They are in general better armed, and well mounted;
and can either fight or escape with some hopes of success; but the slaves,
who have only their spears and bows, and of whom great numbers are
loaded with baggage, become an easy prey. Thus, when Mansong, King
of Bambarra, made war upon Kaarta . . . | he took in one da
’dre(l prisoners, of whi
This account | Te
Kemmoo, al] of

estic s

y nine hun-
ch number not more than seventy were free men.

ceived from Daman Jumma, who had thirty slaves at
whom were made prisoners by Mansong. Again, when
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i ican warfare is distinguished by the appellation

Theother sgfz:f;f,/:f,au,.g:- It ot
oftegria, PR C one mation or district bear towards another. No
which r‘hc in| :‘sc of hostility is assigned, or notice of attack given; but the
jmmediate cn; each watch every opportunity to plunder and distress the
mhlm}':]:;ir animosity by predatory excursions. These are very com-

articularly about the beginning of the (liry season, when the labour
e est is over and provisions are plentiful. Schemes of vengeance
e hdn:edimtedv The chief man surveys the number and activity of his
are 'I;e“_|;‘g||ey brandish their spears at festivals; and elated with his own
gy s;r,("cc turns his whole thoughts towards revenging some depreda-
:;:E‘i;rr‘insuilt, which either he or his ancestors may have received from a

ing state.

“e’g'\‘}\l)z:;':fgthis description are generally conducted with great secrecy.
A few resolute individuals, headed by some person of enterprise and
courage, march quietly through the woods, surprise in the night some
unprotected village, and carry off the inhabitants and their effects, be-
fore their neighbours can come to their assistance. One moming, dur-
ing my stay at Kamalia, we were all much alarmed by a party of this
kind. The king of Fooladoo’s son, with five hundred horsemen, passed
secretly through the woods, a little to the southward of Kamalia, and on
the momning following plundered three towns belonging to Madigai, a
powerful chief in Jallonkadoo.

The success of this expedition encouraged the goveror of Bangassi,
atown of Fooladoo, to make a second inroad upon another part of the
same country. Having assembled about two hundred of his people, he
passed the river Kokoro in the night, and carried off a great number
of prisoners. Several of the inhabitants who had escaped these attacks,
were afterwards seized by the Mandingoes, as they wandered about
in the woods or concealed themselves in the glens and strong places of
the mountains.

inl
objects ©

These plundering excursions always produce speedy retaliation;
and when large parties cannot be collected for this purpose, a few
fr{endx will combine together, and advance into the enemy’s country,
with a view to plunder, or carry off the inhabitants. A single individual
has been known to take his bow and quiver, and proceed in like manner.
Such. an attempt is doubtless in him an act of rashness; but when it is
considered that in one of these predatory wars, he has probably been
deprived of his child, or his nearest relation, his situation will rather
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2 urchase such articles as will sell to advantage in a
his xlc‘gl'bo.‘"s’ ;:) ﬁPo‘m the European traders on the Coast; payment to
distant T time. In both cases, the situation of the adventurer
e made ‘“he iame. If he succeeds, he may secure an independency.
is exﬂ_ck‘y : uccessful, his person and services are at the disposal of an-
fmn sin Africa, not only the effects of the insolvent, but even the
L imself, are sold to satisfy the lawful demands of his creditors.

The fourth cause above enumerated, is the commission of crimes,
which the laws of the country affix slavery as a punishment. In Africa,
on

the only offences of this class are ‘murder, adultery, andbwitchcraﬁ; and
am happy to $3%: that flxey did not appear to me to be common. In
e f murder, 1 was informed, that the nearest relation of the de-
cases; h‘ad it in‘his power, after conviction, either to kill the offender
Cc'?]sehis own hand, or sell him into slavery. When adultery occurs, it
rg‘e“em]ly left to the option of the person injured, either to sell the
culprit, of accept such a ransom f?r him as .he may think equivalent o
the injury he has sustained. By witcheraft, is meant pretended magic,
by which the lives or healths of persons are affected: in other words, it
s the administering of poison. No trial for this offence, however, came
under my observation ‘while I was in Africa; and 1 therefore suppose
that the crime, and its punishment, occur but very seldom.

When a freeman has become a slave by any one of the causes
before mentioned, he generally continues so for life, and his children
(if they are born of an enslaved mother) are brought up in the same
state of servitude. There are, however, a few instances of slaves obtain-
ing their freedom, and sometimes even with the consent of their mas-
ters; as by performing some singular piece of service, or by going to
battle, and bringing home two slaves as a ransom; but the common way
of regaining freedom is by escape; and when slaves have once set their
minds on running away, they often succeed. Some of them will wait for
years before an opportunity presents itself, and during that period shew
no signs of discontent. In general, it may be remarked that slaves who
come from a hilly country, and have been much accustomed to hunt-
ing and travel, are more apt to attempt their escape, than such as are
born in a flat country, and have been employed in cultivating the land.

Such are the general outlines of that system of slavery which

prevails in Africa; and it is evident from its nature and extent, that it
is a system of no modern date. It probably had its origin in the remote
ages of antiquity, before the Mahomedans explored a path across

insolvent hir





image24.jpeg
1 .nd supported by t
it maimamcd and g?Euro zlhe
Ho itis irs he nah_ohs S Pe have .
he Desert : hm,,],gdy ,S,' s neither within my Provin
s of the 02 “'v sentiments should be re

LS that cor
o eXpIn i ontinuance of Mmer,
e effect ¥ ncl”nhc natives, [ should have no heg
ceming manners © ]en“ghlened state of their ;

juce on 1 resent U o
F’:::dniug that, in ‘hrewould neither be 0 extensive or benef,
ol e ec!

H fondly expect.
cpiion 1y pesons o)
many wise "

PEH Hair ;
African Narratives
of Fnslavement

1 this selection, rfessor Paul Hair (1926-2001) analyzes the many ale
of enslavement vollected by a German missionary in Sierra Leone frop
Afiicans rescued from slave ships by British patrols in the first part of fhe
nineteenth century. He enhances the value of these rare accounts by ac.
tual slaves by identifying where they came from and grouping them by the
causes of their enslavement. His results are very close to Park’s impressions
exceptfora much lower incidence of people born into slavery. ¥

S. W.Koelle in his Polyglotta Africana of 1854 . . . supplied notes on
él’_(i }:l;f::;;anls ut only 179 were definitely stated to be ex-slaves. ..
it i ;‘;:‘f;» ]4707 Owere men and 2 women. Koelle chose these infor
betauyxe o ine ivyd 00]‘" 50 ex.-s]aves in the Freetown district in 185?,

different Afican hn‘ “f* (occasionally, two individuals) representedg
a very large m,mberg;?fe‘ Hence ... the informants were drawn fiom
and West Centry anguage groups, covering a large part of West

Africa 7
tica and a few outlying districts in East Afica.

P.E H. Hair, “Af
- Hair, Aftican Narray e
Ilomant o] g i o ENIement” from “The Enslavement of Koellé

of Cambri £ it
Ambridge Univery prg 02 1965, pp. 193-201. Reprinted by pemisi®
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h the societies involved were so various and so scattered, the
'[‘1“7“5t of the informants’ enslavement, analysed below, suggesta gen-
aCw““nsem of reaction to the economic and social opportunities—and
eral P2 ns—of the slave trade. . . . [Because] we have available here only
inh‘ll;fo raphical records of a process involving many millions of unre-
179 :;’lgi;e-historits ..., we take care to indicate the provenance—by
corde _ of each informant discussed in any detail. (The first name

ven is always Koelle’s name for the language: while the name in capi-

A;’ s either the modern name for the language, or the name of a better
r s:m grouping which includes the language. ... )
1 [A]lmost all were enslaved before they were forty; three-quarters
we,é ;a;|slaved before they were thirty; one-half were enslaved during
their twenties. - - _The earliest enslavement date was 1795, the latest
1847. Three-quarters of the i.nfon-nanm had been enslaved—that is, in
almost all cases, had left their homeland—more than ten years before
the date of interview; and nearly hal'f had ‘been enslaved more than
twenty years before. The oldest man mle'mewed was probably nearly
cighty, the youngest was in his early twenties. . ..

Few of the informants had spent much time as slaves. Five of
them had spent periods of years in America (and had come to Free-
town after emancipation), and twenty-nine had spent periods of years
in Africa, mainly as slaves to Africans. The remainder had reached
Sierra Leone shortly after enslavement (though an exact period of
months or years was seldom stated); that is, they were enslaved in their
home district and immediately taken down to the coast (a journey
which occasionally took many months, however), and were shortly
afterwards captured aboard a slave ship and brought straightway to
Freetown. . . .

Manner of Enslavement: (a) War

Forty-eight of the informants (34% of those detailing their manner

of enslavement) had been “taken in war.” Twenty-five of these, and

two who had been “kidnapped,” were taken by the Fula during their

razzias. These extended from the Futa Jalon (modern Guinea) to
Adamawa (Cameroons). Thus, two Soso/SUSU were captured by the
Fula c. 1820 and c. 1830, while about a dozen men from tribes of
Adamawa and the North Cameroons provided evidence of Fula raids
from 1820 onwards.
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been treated badly-
Fije, of John Campbell, [a Mahi/EWE] born in the town of Igbege,
where he grew up, married two wives, and on his father’s death, inherited
twenty-two more - - - when he was sold by his uncle because he had not
pmsented him with a female slave and cows on his father's death.

Runago, or Thomas Nicol of Kissy, [a Bidiago/BlDYOGO] had a child
who was just beginning to walk when he was sold by his elder brother to
the Portuguese because they could not agree.

Dosu, of John Carew of Freetown, [a Mahi/[EWE] ..... had a child about
six years old when he was sold by his elder brother on account of a quar-
rel respecting the property of their father who had been killed in a war
against the Dahomeyans. ... -

oned the JAR man who, ag 5,
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el varepedition i1 1845] against the Maladis, an ing
dent Hausa tibe, o1 which occasion they hz_zd to flee from the Malagy
and he was caught in the flight by night. This enabled the Maladisyh,
had caught him to cay him 0 another country by stealth, and tog]
him there: for thereis @ law among the Maladis that all Fulbe takenjy

ar e o be killed forthwith.

Manner of Enslavement: (b) Kidnapping

f‘qrt)‘-tlme chocIIe’s informants (30%) stated that they had been
h]dn?ppcd into slavery. Many gave no further details and appeir
to have been kidnapped by fellow-tribesmen. . . . Travel outside the
homelands was dangerous,

Manner of Enslavement: (d) Debt

Ten informants (7%) stated that they had been sold to pay debts, in
most cases not of their own contracting. A KAMUKU was sold because
of a debt incurred by his father, a butcher: a Baseke/KOTA and a Nki/
BOKI were also sold because of paternal debts. Responsibility for debts
was considered to extend further than the family circle.

‘S:,:‘: af"' }:f;fe' K;"do of Gloucester, [q Kaure/TEM] born in the village
years old Wh:; he pas bf‘"‘g’“ up and was probably upwards of thit)
e was kidnapped in the Basare country, where helh

gone to buy com,
Yapanda, o Wil Nyamse, or James Hardy of Freetown, [a Bamom/BAMILEKE] . . .
lage "fT;meu‘ f;:m Seckof Wellingon, [a Tiwi/T1V], bor i theik lived in Tiapon, a town five days’ journey from the capital, to his twenty-
g e b lved il i i your, when ¥ fourth year, when he was seized on a trading tour to the Bakoan country,
Willi ona tadingtour to Hausq, ety fourty Ve for the debt of another Tiapon man.
1lliam Hard; 1
iy Tete, or Frederick Gibbon of Freetown, [an Adampe/EWE] born in the

i h”helicsh:/];' OndoYORUBA, was kidnapped on 2 radt

t ! :
‘ORUBA. An Abaja/IBO and an Ow oro/YORUZ" own of Ghotue, where he was married and had a child five years of age,
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m’is’:z”{:;:g;t to Sierra Leone, where he has now been gy,

years and is ¢

e only representative of his tribe. He is now a very olg
gro-headed man.

Manner of Enslavement: (¢) Judicial Process

Persons who were condemned by judicial process in African societies
wereoften enslaved. Sixteen of Koelle’s informants (11%) admitted that
theyhad been condemned, and it i likely that some of those who only
stated thatthey had been “sold by relatives” were also, by the laws of
their own societ, “criminals”
v\hic’l‘:\lﬁrf‘f‘(;;‘dﬂ::a!‘r‘f:‘?f been sold “on account of adultery,” a charge
y allenge. Two related cases were these:
Ast,or Thomas Hgry i
tm{ wives, the un/«z:trh’fzc,l;ig:; t;;
chdecount he g sold by th
Nangs, o o, o
oy Mulukait":"ef!;f”e"nw [a Lubalo/KIMBUNDU] bom inthe
Was given i s m:ﬁ:ve 0 about his twenty-fourth year, wher 1 |
;’;“""‘"{ of adulty f reeI: fora brother of hers, who had been sold9"
aced inthe gy fthe oy © C0uld be redeeimed by his mother, he
o 3¢ in Loando, who at once shipped

A clarge of lheﬂ’:‘jﬁlx enslaved for myrder; an ThewelB
*™a Kanyika/ UBA “had one

g5 [a Konguang/ANYANG] . . . maried
one of whom led him to slay a man, 0
e king,
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¢ walk when he was sold on account of bad conduct.”
wa

which couf|‘] "ﬂhc Congo coast had been enslaved because of witch-
01T
Two men 10
accusations-
s Thomas Parker of Wilberforce [a Nyombe/KQNGO] ... had
Kumb;v g’ ut five years old, when he was sold because his sister had been
ild abo
Z;Cc}:ied of witcheraft.
3 il is of Freetown [a Pangela/lUMBUNDUJ ... . was
Bembi, o[;ov‘/;lil,li‘:rtlg:’tyv;ighlh year because his family had been accused
sc;,l:;:"i":g ‘:rl:casianed the king’s death by means of witcheraft.
of
Conclusion .
[Tlhe 179 life-histories here analysed may be claimed to present a

- ture of the slave trade within Western tropical Africa in the early
A th century, which, though limited in scope and perhaps largely
I“nefl'eex‘\]ntory of accepted accounts, is well-nigh unique in that it is
::::eclir;olely on information supplied by individual Africans.

Joseph C. Miller

West Central Africa

In his acclaimed account of the Angolan slave trade, Professor [os:ph (o3
Miller of the University of Virginia reconstructs Africans lt.mg, pa]r}ful, and
deadly treks from the deep interior of the continent to lhe(shlps awaiting them
inthe coastal ports. Miller's calculation of the deaths during each stage of the
trade is a chilling reminder of the callous losses of human life, althoug_h it
may be that losses on the way to the coast were lower in other parts of Africa.

Soie background hunger and epidemics that sometilmes ff)rced
Patrons to give up clients and compelled parents to part wnlh' chl'ldren
seta tone of physical weakness and vulnerability behind slaving in the

I9%¢ph C. Mille, “West Central Africa;” from The Way of Death, pp zao-zam}sym,r
8405, 440-441. Copyright © 1985, Reprinted by permission of The University o
Wisconsin Pregs.
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hysical traumas of violent seizure or the psychological
g the P‘:iyo]e"‘ enslavement. . . . ; "
dvanced from the hands of their captors, sometimes
partial recuperation in villages along the way,
where African sellers met European and Luso-
o the ¥ ve-buyers in the interior. People raised in small._dis;{ersed
African uld have encountered the much more volatile disease
sttlements W mong populations concentrated along the trails, at the
environments ﬂnd finally in the marketplaces themselves. Those from
staging pastlsr ‘i‘nha},ited areas, and even captives who had lived along
more dense ycuumered new disease environments as they moved into
the y?adsv ﬁ:e that of their native lands and came into direct contact
ler:‘}';r:{‘gners. They would have suffered accordingly from pathogens
:2;"“‘ which they had no imn_\unities. -
The slaves’ diets also deteriorated. Whatever plantains, sorghurnj or
millet they might have eaten at home, supplemented by a healthy variety
of game, other crops, and wnl_d plants, as they moved westward they
depended increasingly on manioc—the dle'tary staple t}‘xal was cheapest
to grow, easiest to transport, and most resistant to spo:lzge—prepared
poorly in one form or another. Fresh fruits and vegetables and meat vir-
tually disappeared from their diet. Much of what they were given rotted
or became vermin-infested. They were unlikely to have received foods
of any sort in quantities sufficient to sustain them, particularly in their
weakened conditions, and with vicious circularity they grew too weak to
carry what little they were given as they moved. Those who stumbled
from weakness were driven onward to keep the remainder moving, all
bound together. They drank from inadequate water supplies along the
Way, sometimes streams, but often not, owing to the tendency of the
g:x\l: :' follow the elevated ric!ges along the watersheds and the caravan
S ]acre erence for travel in the dry months. Pools dug_ out at stop-
camsm tehs were often contaminated from the concentrations of slave
at built up around them.
anceE:ni}ilemh conld.itions., the slalves fieveloped both dietary imbal-
N ive‘; nutritional insufficiencies. S_curvy, so common among
Ml de Log, ; to cross the SOEI(hEIn éllanhc that it was known as the
form of vy, er: (or_ hLuanda sickness”), was the primary recogrfized
betlong bt ?|:m,5 ment. The symptoms appeared on slave S‘hlps at
ot e cepit Oely could have deve]opg(_] from shortages of rations on
g slaves already debilitated by weeks or months of

addi:s of nom
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nong the independent Africans living on
nda, south of the Kwanza in Kisama, and no(tl} of
s th;: southern Kongo of Musulu. Some fugitives
colonies of their own within Portuguese territory,
hat a major colony of renegades existed thronghqut
irtually on the outskirts of Luanc'la. Some of these colonies
" e fields and fortifications, including up to forty houses and
had e,".?ZZ'!of T ot 200 people, and lived by raiding Portuguese slave-
ula

- s in the river valleys. . ... y
o ?llil]tjltzf:sp‘:;pulalion entering Luanda was heavily weighted to-
3

e eighteenth century, reflecting the strain on
ward ’m“ngir,T?\lfisi(Zﬁt:opuglations by thal?;me and tEe widespread
et C:e[;a: a5 means of creating slaves. Older men (barbados) also
O"du:hmugh Luanda in significant numbers. Predominant among
m:sfvomen were young females, with a sca!_lering of prime (nubile)
women, mothers with infants, and girls, ?rgclsely t'he category of slave
that African lords must have been least willing to give up and therefore
a further indication of demographic and commercial pressures then
bearing on the slave supply zones. . . .

All slaves trembled in terror at meeting the white cannibals of the
cities, the first Europeans whom many of the slaves would have seen.
They feared the whites’ intention of converting Africans’ brains into
cheese or rendering the fat of African bodies into cooking oil, as well as
bumning their bones into gunpowder. They clearly regarded the towns
as places of certain death, as indeed they became for many, if not for
the reasons slaves feared. . . .

The great majority of the slaves went directly to the slave pens
of the city’s large expatriate merchants. These barracoons—known as
quintais (singular quintal), a word also applied to farmyards for keeping
animals —were usually barren enclosures located immediately behind
the large two-story residences in the lower town, but traders also con-
structed them around the edges of the city and on the beach. Large
:22:;8:1 r(:i sla:]esd aEcumulated wi.thin these pens, living for days and
helplesly n:l?ede thalils too h|gb for a person to sca!e, squatting
e adit;inin : ;Jln t he dirt and entirely exposed to t.he skies except for
i rga SCSC” s where they could be locked at night. They lived in
oA (as;;arogxssxmo charco) and slept in their own excre-

s some['en a bonfire for warmth. One observer described “two
) imes three and four hundred slaves in each quintal,
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s and the revenues of the king, though in fact of
nt of none of these. The procedures had %)een relaﬁvféf; s:?“ khlz
©teenth century, but later efforts to curtail tight.pack?n

d smuggling and to improve supplies of food and water aboard the slav%
ant ” radually lengthened the gantlet through which they passed
ships E‘ OF 100 people seized in Africa, 75 would have reached lhe ma
kelPI.’*"“s in the interios 85 percent of them, or about 64 of the origin;
100, would have arrived at the coast; after lossfs of 11 percent in the bar-
1acoons; 57 or 5O wo\||fi_have _boarded the ships; of those 57, 51 would
have stepped onto Brazilian soil, and 48 or 49 would have lived to behold
their first ‘imaster in the New World. The full “seasoning” period of 3-4
years would leave only 28 or 30 of the original 100 alive and working. A
total wastage” factor of about two-thirds may thus be estimated forgt'h
Jate-eighteenth-century Angolan trade, higher earlier in the trade, l:_
ably a bit lower by the 1820s, with slaves from the wetter equaturi‘a‘l’ li: i
bdes always showing a lower mortality rate than those from Luanda ti-
Benguela. As such, even at that late date it was a number ampls nla and
ivet the fatalistic attention of the slavers in the Angolan hasy ige to
merchants supporting them, to force all involved to stress spe: da“ (;he
prompt the wealthy and powerful to organize its financial str: iy
as to avoid, where they could, the risks and costs resulting ﬁ:,-: ::;::rso
they could not control. It was literally, and sadly, true that “if few die ';z

profit is certain, but if many are lost so also is their owner.”
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Joseph E. Inikori

Guns for Slaves

Nigerian-bo s

s ﬂ]rentllisephf%' lmkon: a historian at the University of Rochester,
Siesity S Afriw- of dlrcarms into Africa in exchange for slaves. Whil;_
of weaponry impg:t:d el:“m]] d largely determined the quantity and quality
£ J , he also argues th: i ]

are to obtain the slaves that paid %or the :uf\:ealm e

Joseph E. Inikorj

. Tnikori, “

":'"7"[ orf\fn':::,’ : ﬁ‘;:\; &;rs S;IA\I;SW from “The Import of Firearms into West Africa,”
Printed by permission of Cambridge {J:iv,:gtzgr;i*z. 345-346, 348-351, 361362,
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i from England can be used to estimate
re, the ﬁs“'?‘S o:::‘:;::d on Engi‘and's share of the total trade.
b mports ﬁon::m Pin of exror should be expected, the share of the
1% While 5"""5‘) English merchants suggested by these figures, about
'@‘al trade Zwi be far from the mark, either way. Using this share
reent, MA00 o England gives something between 444,000
with the impe the total number of guns annually imported into the
and 333,000;’;{;;53 in the second half of the eighteenth century. . ...
West Coast © ich the firearms imported were put seems to be the
The use w,sial issue relating to firearms in Africa. At one time it
most con"ovz that the firearms were “ostensibly for decorating the
was SUB estef some Negro chieftain.” This was refuted in 1790 by
habitation F: Jconbridge: ‘Asked by a committee of enquiry whether he
Alexa:ndﬂ iy the houses of any of the chiefs or great men,
& onsiderable number, as if kept for the purpose of show or
5 d that “I have seen a great number in their houses
ol rent kinds of goods, which 1 always understood were for

trade,” speaking particularly of Bonny where he had been more on

shore than any other place. -
More recently, it has been suggested that the most important use

to which firearms were put in Africa was the protection of crops, the
introduction of Indian corn being related to firearms. Other writers
argue that the introduction of firearms into Africa rcpresaemed an
important technical innovation in slave gathering, the imported
firearms being used primarily for raids and wars directed to the
acquisition of captives for sale. .10

The strong preference of the slave sellers for guns indicates very
strongly the connexion between firearms and the acquisition of slaves. It
reinforces the slave-gun cycle theory according to which the states and
individual or groups of individual slave gatherers bought more firearms
to capture more slaves to buy more firearms. . . . For some states the
necessity may have been imposed by defence requirements. But for the
PYOfeSSk_mal slave gatherers the firearms represented important inputs.

This is not to say, however, that the guns acquired through the
sale of slaves were employed solely for the gathering of slaves. The
lll‘:\\::!e slave gatherer who purchased firearms for that purpose may
b ;‘]‘l [t}}:e same time used his private matex}als in time of need
ﬂggx%  the wars of the state, the clan, the village, etc.—wars of

ssion, retaliation or defence, unconnected or only indirectly
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John Thornton

Warfar€ and Slavery

d influential study of Africans in the Atlantic world,

s widely ls the notion that a guns-for-slaves cycle drove the
n hornton rejec B 4

hn Tho! £ slaves to the coast. Basing his argument on the nature of

aent 0! and the size of African states, Thornton relies heavily on

ity lave populations within African societies. Thus, his

r Jarge s 5 2
c‘nl.‘:::‘ ; e% that of Mungo Park two centuries earlier.
re:

read an

mover

have established so far that Afric?ns were not under any direct com-
o conomic pressure to deal in slaves. Furthermore, we have seen
n‘ﬂcm]) rOJI:t Africans accepted the institution of slavery in their own societ-
::: ’;‘,.yghal the special place (.)f sllaves as private productive property mde
slavery widespread. At the beginning, at least, Europeans were only tapping
existing slave markes. Nevertheless, one need not accept that these factors
alone can explain the slave trade. There are scholars who contend that al-
though Europeans dJid not invade the continent and take slaves themselves,
they did nevertheless promote the slave trade through indirect military pres-
sure created by European control of important military technology, such as
horses and guns. In this scenario—the “gun-slave cycle” or “horse-slave
cycle”—Africans were compelled to trade in slaves, because without this
commerce they could not obtain the necessary military technology (guns
or horses) to defend themselves from any enemy. Furthermore, possession
of the technology made them more capable of obtaining slaves, because
successful war guaranteed large supplies of slaves.

Hence, through the operation of their control over the “means of
destruction,” . . . Europeans were able to influence Africans indirectly.
They could direct commerce in ways that helped them and also compel
Afticans to wage wars that might otherwise not have been waged. This
WO\_I]d cause Africans to seek more slaves than they needed for their own
political and economic ends and depopulate the country against their

John Thornton, “Warfare and Slavery” from Africa and Aficans i the Making o the
it World, 1400-1800, 1992, 1998, pp. 98-102, 104-108, 110, 112114, 116-117,
120, 125. Reprinted by permission of Cambridge University Press.
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en an economic and a political model

. _erning betwe
Actuallys dlic:.:x:_].g.h. “This issue goes to the heart of the unusual
s ot €27 ;—“ :,:“ politics and one of the matters that makes it different
patur fA .,"‘ litics. Just as slavery took the place of landed property
from B 5"“];,\,3 raids were equivalent to wars of conquest. For this rea-
in Africa 0% frerent logic to African wars than the equations

adi
som, On¢ "I"“i;:scpslye:‘l\ills war of conquest and economic motives equals
of politic? ”‘r‘his analysis changes our understanding of the objectives of
dave FIC: 0 Itimately change out assessment of African warfare.
warand mu:‘ vejoy, for example, has proposed that warfare was en-
(paul] 22 ,5 ;; result of political fragmentation. In other words,
fact that Africa had few large-scale po\ilical' units meant that
1ld be more frequent, and thus enslafvement increased. As frag-
vttty increased (a situation that he believes took place during the
f the slave trade), war naturally increased. Underlying this is
the assumption that a po“lica.l situation ?f small states wo'u\d nalurall?l
Jead toa movement to C(?l\soludafe. them into larger, E:urasmn-style poli-
ties. Thus, although African politics actually determined the course of
warfare, the

e intrinsic structure of those politics created more wars. Fur-
thermore, one need not consi

demic i
the very

der most wars as being explained by the
economic model but by the political model, in which wars were an at-
tempt to remedy the fragmentation by consolidating power. The failure
to consolidate was thus the fuel that fired the slave trade.

Lovejoy's solution would be more helpful if it were true that there
s a correlation between political centralization and peace, but unfortu-
nately this does not seem to have been the case. . ..

In all, only perhaps 30 percent of Atlantic Afica’s area was occu-
pied by states with surface areas larger than 50,000 square kilometers,
zu_ld at least half of that area was occupied by states in the medium-sized
(50,000-150,000 square kilometers) range. The rest of Atlantic Africa
was occupied by small, even tiny, states. . . . [B]roken down by popula-
tion, a portion considerably greater than half of all the people in Atlan-
::c Africa lived in the ministates, because these states were found in the

host densely populated parts of the region.
e ‘;1;1;1\1:2 one can say \_vith confidence that political fragmentfnion was
pmbah]“ 1In Atla.nnc Africa. By this account, the “typ?cal" Atlantic African
o ierritgy ived in a state that had absolute sovereignty but controlled
L Ty not exceeding 1,500 square kilometers (smaller than many
an counties, perhaps the area occupied by a larger city). Populations
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followers, and this land was normally worked by tenants of one kind or
another. Eurasians were relatively less interested in controlling people,
for without land, the people’s labor could not be assigned or its reward
collected by landowners. African states were not concerned with land—
foras long as there was no population pressure on the land, more people
r:;:ld alzavys beaccommodated. Hence, African wars that aimed atac-
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oflandthome g : nvotneed to acquire land, unless they were short

T OC{ Iwas not the case, as far as we can tell).

ereas congues o(l:::]e: lmleadlof land in wars had other advantages
1eas and expangiop of ,"-,‘nece“anly required administration of larger
hort Cﬂmpaignl ]:;“ fesources, the acquisition of slaves 0?')’
Moreoyer, °°Hqu::,need not create any new administrative
g the o e(;fdland and its subsequent governmen!
OMher e, Membe, sof land with existing landlords, state
Gally st rpg to by 15 of the defeated state, who might
€ co-opted, Slaves, on the other han®

Warfare and Slavery 53

in as wealthy landlords might have and could be
ly or in small groups into existing structures. . . .
d femnales from the raids and sold off males, because
ica de often demanded more males than females. . . .

ic tra ® ealth through warfare and enslavement was of course
asiny ing power. Slaves could be captured in wars and

e to barg?
ﬂnahlin divislli':l
Many Afica &
e

n :
4 cheap wad 22::?:?:;& to the home ien?tory by the victors and put
i raids AN¢ out the attacking armies haymg to conquer and occupy
to work, it ‘mall states with small armies, this was a logical way to
territory- FOI 3 But of course, in the medium-sized states and empires,
pecome sicies sion also took place. . . . [E]nslavement of the con-
renitonal E*IPG_“ 1 allowed the rulers of the expanding state to increase

uered poPY la t‘Zalth and also to build armies and administrative corps
their Pers({)"“ nﬁents, just as the revenues from the conquered territories
of d’fedd ep:ﬁnuous new income. Thus, external expansion could also
provide C‘Zalth and the slaves that were a by-product of the wars of
increﬂsiz:lcouldvincrease centralization at home.

w a.:;l these factors resulted in an enormous slave popul::xtion in Africa
at the time of the arrival of the first Europeans and during the whole
era of the slave trade. They meant that the necessary legal institutions
and material resources were available to support a large slave market,
one that anyone could participate in, including Europeans and other
foreigners. Those who held slaves and did not intend to use them im-
mediately could also sell them, and indeed, this is why the number of
African merchants who dealt in slaves was large. . . .

This interpretation of African politics has reemphasized the
importance of domestic slavery in Africa. Obviously, slaves were
sufficiently important that one could find many in African societies.
Likewise, as we have suggested, exports tended to be drawn from those
slaves who were recently captured and had not yet found a place in the
society of their enslavers. This aspect of slavery obviously places emphasis
onthe African decisions concerning which slaves to sell to Europeans and
when. These decisions were in turn a product of the specific situation in
each country, including price and availability of slaves. In large measure,
tc e (qi_egslon to participate in the Atlantic trade required that specific

onditions be met, and countries often entered and left the trade. . . .
: arAllhough I have shown that African wars led to enslavement on
ge scale and that African politics can explain even slaves raids

t 5
3t seem to have no political motive, the hypothesis that Europeans
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___——— VaRiETY OF OPINION

t into the hold in a state of nudity . . . ; the hold was so

MaHOMMAH GARDO BAQUAQUA

Here we have nearly one-third given apparently for the average loss on
the passage, and this estimated by the slave-dealers themselves on the

American side of the Atlantic.

THOMAS FOWELL BUXTON

One conclusion that might be drawn is that, in reducing the estimated
total export of slaves from about twenty million to about ten million,
the harm done to African societies is also reduced by half. This is obvi-

0us nonsense.

Priup D. CURTIN
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Mahommah Gardo Baguaqtid

An African’s Ordeal

Few Africans who crossed the Atlantic @ a s‘hn‘e shg) had |)ot.]| the
opportunity and the desire to write of their experiences. One who did yg
Mahommah G. Baquaqua, who was sold from .the mf;u.nous port of Whydzh
on the Slave Coast in the 1840s. Though his autobiography s less we||
known than that of Olaudah Equiano, modern scholars have confirmeq
the authenticity of Baquaqua’s account of the Middle Passage wheress
Equiano’s has been questioned. Both authors emphasized the physical and
mental ordeals of their Atlantic voyages.

Mlcu all were ready to go aboard, we were chained together, and tied
“"”‘,"’Pes round about our necks, and were thus drawn down to the
S i i ' .
s;? sllo;e The ship was lying some distance off. I had never seen
DH’;;:ET’ and ”’I." idea of it was, that it was some object of worship
e man. | imggj -
- Lmagined that we were all to be slaughtered, and

‘Fro,m Samuel Moo, “Biogry
in the Inter " (Det
i “‘njrm! of Africa (Detroit: Geo, P 3
€ electronic edifio,, in“Dog e Ao St il
u

Univesity of Nt oy cmpd’:f,'l‘”"g the American South,” Copyright 200"
. 1l

Phy of Mahompa}, G Baquaqua, a Native of Z00g

Latd pubhisher of 1he 2%

“veral popular

Biography of Matommah ¢; Baquaqua written and revised from his own words, by

amuel Moore (

Detroit, 1854), title page. (Library of Congress)
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imagine, but aﬂif_ dgeed_ There were slaves brought hither ﬁ-o,:e?
short of the mar' .I}la" taken on board the ship. The first boat h:;

parts of the w\::]rr‘_y’; afely, notwithstanding the high wind ang Toy
rca‘c::ﬂ: :I':: ;’:; boat that ventured was upset, and all in her by gy,
sea;r er who were lost was about thirty, The

. The numl

:::: t::rrivj:i,;dwas very stout, and stood ‘al the ‘head of the boat with
a chain in his hand, which he grasped very tightly in Ofd_er to steady the
boat: and when the boat tumed over, he was thrown with the rest ingo
the sea, but on rising, by some means under the boat, managed to tum
it over, and thus saved himself by springing into her, when she righted,
This required great strength, and being a powerful man gave him the
advantage over the rest. The next boat that was put to sea, I was placed
in; but God saw fit to spare me, perhaps for some good purpose. I was

then placed in that most horrible of all places, THE SLAVE SHIP.
Its horrors, ah! who can describe? None can so truly depict its hor-
1015 as the poor unfortunate, miserable wretch that has been confined
;‘:;hg:;:tpomlx. Oh! friends of humanity, pity the poor African, who
= thrj};:)nnen: an}d sold‘away from friends and home, and con-
s e ot lando ;: ave ship, to await even more horrors and miser-
thei very i m‘ o ”‘:zg;‘} Ie religious and b.enevo]ent. Yes, even in
sel in a state of nudity, th ; ”P' e nere thrust into the hol(_i of the vei
females on the other; ;heehn}‘l 5 ring crammed on one SRR o
but were obliged to ‘;mllcho Was 50 low that we could not stand‘“l’v
were the same o us, sleey b: O the_ floor or sit down; day and r}lgh‘
of our bodies, ap, wé becz ing denied as from the confined poflf'nn
e desperate through suffering and fatigi®
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thsomeness and filth of that horrible place will never
| the l(: my memory; 1y, as long as memory holds her seat in
ol ,:l = wi]l_ 1 remember that. My heart even at this day,
ihis dismcxhe thought of it: s, who are in f:
o at e mdl‘”‘?“"’ 5, who are in favor of slavery, only allow
I, et those ke the slave’s position in the noisome hold of a slave
elves to t: \rip from Africa to America, and without going into the
it st io;;\,r;ry further than this, if they dn‘ not come out thorough-
horro" af] fmnmsy then I have no more to say in favor of abolition. But |
o aboll P feelings regardmg slav'ery will be changed in some
ik their v ver; if not, let them continue in the course of slavery, and
degrees howe_r té'l“ in a cotton or rice field, or other plantation, and
work ouf thjl notsay hold, enough! I think they must be of iron frames,
then if ?he_V "Jnher hearts nor souls. I imagine there can be but one place
ssesslng_gf; in all creation than the hold of a slave ship, and that place
more hv"‘l cholders and their myrmidons are the most likely to find
s where s! as‘:)me day, when alas, ‘twill be too late, too late, alas!
then:;;l;’eznly food we had during the voyage was corn soaked and
boiled. I cannot tell how long we were thus confined, but it seemed a
% ‘el 12 while. We suffered very much for want of water, but was de-
»eryd :lll ie needed. A pint a day was all that was allowed, and no more;
L‘:d a great many slaves died upon the passage. There was one poor
fellow became so very desperate for want of water, that he attempted
o snatch a knife from the white man who brought in the water, when
he was taken up on deck and I never knew what became of him. I sup-
posed he was thrown overboard. -

When any one of us became refractory, his flesh was cut with a
knife, and pepper or vinegar was rubbed in to make him peaceable(!) I
suffered, and so did the rest of us, very much from sea sickness at first,
but that did not cause our brutal owners any trouble. Our sufferings
were our own, we had no one to share our troubles, none to care for us,
or even to speak a word of comfort to us. Some were thrown overboard
before breath was out of their bodies; when it was thought any would
not live, they were got rid of in that way. Only twice during the voyage
Were we allowed to go on deck to wash ourselves—once whilst at sea,
and again just before going into port. ”

o ::Ve arrived at Pernambuco, South Ameri.ca, early in.the mm";:‘og"
i e vessel played about during the day, )mthout coming to anchor.
"at day we neither ate or drank anything, and we were given to
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When I ’5';‘" d to breathe pure air, the thought of whic). ali, Uy the ““;g(})‘ave a faithful description of the miseries of the middle passage,
once mmPe:]" I cared but little then that T was a slave, havip, Ostah, g en of an eye-witness, Mr. Falconbridge. His account refers to
sorbct! E\’E'Y””'lut',wl,ghlabom. Some of the slaves on boarg cou APped from ”‘de E,gecedem to 1790. He tells us that
the ship W"s,“l s had been living on the coast with Portugyege ;u d-',a APl :

Portuguese. They They were not placed in t} Ay n Negroes, on being brought aboard ship, are immediately fas-
they used to interpret to us. 1hey s the holg The men b d two, by handcuffs on their wri 1
andthey n occasionally to tell us something o otheret tened together two and two, ndeuffs on their wrists, and by jrons

dow
rest of us, but come :
These slaves never knew they were to be sent away, ungj] P

placed on board the ship. I remained in this. slave market byt 4 dayor
o, before I was again sold to a slave dealer in the city, who again
me foa man in the country, who was g baker, and resided 10t 3 greg
distance from Pernambuco.

riveted on their legs. . ... The_y are frequ_ent!y stowed so close as to admit
of no other posture thqn lying on their sides. Neither will the height
between decks, unless directly under the grating, permit them the indul-
gence of an erect posture, especially where there are platforms, which
is generally the case. These platforms are a kind of shelf, about eight
or nine feet in breadth, extending from the side of the ship towards the
center. They are placed nearly midway between the decks, at the distance
of two or three feet from each deck. Upon these the Negroes are stowed in

Thomas Fowell Buxton the same manner as they are on the deck underneath,

After mentioning some other arrangements, he goes on to say,

An Abolitionist’s Evidence

Sir Thomas F owell Buxton was a member of the British Parliament who
Z’ed h,‘”"fﬂhon from domestic prison reform to the abolition of the sl
-;taercl;:"r;m:l‘y work, the A/_?ican Slave Trade, was published in 1839, long
The grisl dn va‘[ ceased canying slaves but before other nations had doneso.
sy detals ofthe slave trade Byyytor, gleaned from eyewitnesses and off

cial sources y L
* Hete meant o keep UP pressure on governments to end the trade

It often happens that those who are placed at a distance from the
buckets, in endeavouring to get to them, tumble over their companions,
in consequence of their being shackled. These accidents, although
unayoidable, are productive of continual quarrels, in which some of
them are always bruised. In this distressed situation they desist from the
attempt, and . . . this becomes a fresh source of broils and disturbances,
and tends to render the situation of the poor captive wretches still more
uncomfortable,

In favourable weather they are fed upon deck, but in bad weather their
o0d s given to them below, Numberless quarrels take place among them

uring their meals; more especially when they are put upon short allow-
anee, which frequently happens. In that case, the weak are obliged to

From Thormas e o
T
P12, 124133 135 130° f?z’.hfy';tlmmn Stave Trade and Its Remedy (London, 1840
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fowing 25 2 and this has been accompanied i e [
and burn b e coal, if they any longer persiste j s O
them to sW lly the desired effect. I have gy Pl ot

t every meal.

et
These means have g in in the Slave Trad, i
z ertain captain i : rade poyr, Cregi
inforned that 4 0 btinately reused ther oo+ Ml

o such of the negro
ells us that the negroes are sometimeg oo
and that, if any reluctance is exhibiteq “:np'lled

to dance and to sing, g "l
nine-tails is employed to enforce obedience. He goes on to n,emi:“m
unbounded licence given to the officers and crew of the slayers as r e

the women; and, speaking of the officers, he says, they

Falconbridge then !

are sometimes guilty of such brutal excesses as disgrace humap y,
.. But, ... the hardships and inconveniences suffered by yh, "‘"urv
during the passage are scarcely to be enumerated or canceivede'%‘h
are far more violently affected by the sea-sickness than the Eum‘pe
It frequently terminates in death, especially among the Women, aT;,
exclusion of the fresh air is among the most intolerable, Most ;hi 4
have air-ports; but, whenever the sea is rough and the rain heavyp':
becomes necessary to shut these and every other conveyance b}’wb}c[h
air is admitted. The fresh air being thus excluded, the negroes’ rooms
very soon grow intolerably hot. The confined air, rendered noxigys
by the effluvia exhaled from their bodies, and by being repeatedly
breathed, soon produces fevers and fluxes, which generally carry off
great numbers of them. During the voyages I made, I was frequentlya
witness to the fatal effects of this exclusion of the fresh air. I will give
one nstaiice, as it serves to convey some idea, though a very faint one,
I‘;i :f': sf::e 0[_ !ha;e unhappy beings. Some wet and blowing weather
caveregd ﬂxc:szf::d tfhe portholes to be shut, and the gratings '”,b’
'ethiriv;g i e!v’e'rs among the negroes ensueﬂ. My profession
i 'becanze ently went down among them, till at length their
hort ine. Byt ghe o reMely hot as to be only sufferable foraen
their situation into), m;;we et wos not the anlyting (SN
Was 50 covered with e’;" be. et is, the floor of tHe/ LR
them in consequenc, ox/elhl",‘;d and mucus which had proceeded f’”'l':
snot in the power of, h“m:" ux, that it resembled a slaughter-houst:
imagination to picture to itself a situdtior

more dreadful or morg disgusling

9 if :
g
| rea 1750, A diagram showing how slaves were packed into the hull
it, ¢ (Mustration source unknown/Photo by Henry
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ge TranspO

ship, some S
Z“:mn;mn/czm Images)

{anding, some sitting.

eeds to notice the case of a Liverpool vessel which took on

He proc early 700 slaves (more than three to each

board at the Bonny River n
ton!); and Falconbridge says,
By purchasing so great a number, the slaves were so crowded, that they
were even obliged to lie one upon another. This occasioned such a mor-
tality among them, that, without meeting with unusual bad weather,
o having a longer voyage than common, nearly one-half of them died
before the ship arrived in the West Indies.

He then describes the treatment of the sick as follows:

The place allotted for the sick negroes is under the half-deck, where
they lie on the bare plank. By this means, those who are emaciated
frequently have their skin, and even their flesh, entirely rubbed off,
by the motion of the ship, from the prominent parts of the shoulders,
elbows, and hips, so as to render the bones in those parts quite bare.
The excruciating pain which the poor sufferers feel from being obliged
to continue in so dreadful a situation, frequently for several weeks, in
case they happen to live so long, is not to be conceived or described.
Few indeed are ever able to withstand the fatal effects of it. The surgeon,
upon going between decks in the morning, frequently finds sewral‘ of
the slayes dead, and, among the men, sometimes dead and a living
negro fastened by their irons together.
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Trade” by gEgs surgeon C40 {enfier ]:;r: the s]e S
only vay it Whld}; cooked "nd distributed to the slaves;
i erl A
the food IS prop o and dysentery get to any height qf o

: beyond that, h,

< twothirds, and even , have by |
Onehalf, samtln;ish ft Borny River no less than fifteen died of%
1o perish. Befor® asioned by their confinement. o

and dysenteries, occ

Jconbridge also told the Committee of 1790, that,
Falconbr?

- 5, they wedge them in, so @hat they had ot
in stnwl"f ::Z:I:’;:ehu co)f/in: that, when going from one ’idea:m .
room Hf the other, he always took off his Sh[)'eg‘ but could s i
r“,””i’:’v "mem and that he had the marks on his feet where they b;,w" 4
pincl ;,’;5 him. Their confinement in this situation was 50 injurigys ;,h,,d
Is,[e'l;,fs known them to g0 down apparently in good health at "ighf: m:;
be found. dead in the morning.

Anycommenton the statement of Falconbridge must be superfluog
he had been a surgeon in slave-ships, he was a respectable witnes
before the Committee of Inquiry in 1790, and gave the substance of s
statement in evidence. And it ought to be borne in mind that he wasay
eye-witness of the scenes which he has described. His evidence is the
more valuable, when it is considered that we have long been debared
from testimony equally credible and direct: as, since 1807, Britain has
taken no partin the slave-traffic; and it has been the policy of the foreign
nations who have continued the trade to conceal, as far as they could,
the horrors and miseries which are its attendants.
Mr. Granville Sharpe (the zealous advocate of the negro) brought
forward a case which aroused public attention to the horrors of this

passage. In his Memoirs we have the following account taken from s
private memoranda;

?;lnrch 19, 1783. Gustayus Vas[s]a called on me with
2 negroes being thrown alive

an accaunllof
slave-ship,

into the sea, from on board dn Englt

The circumstances of

this case could not fai ite a deep inte™
Th : could not fail to excite @ A
e master of q slave-ship trading from Africa to Jamaicd, and havité
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poard, had thought fit, on a pretext that s
#0 ""”j‘aﬁ';u-s voyage for want of water, to lessen the con,::;%!;‘b:f
distresse easel, by throwing overboard 132 of the most sickly among the
jein the vn his return to England, the owners of the ship claimedgﬁom
slaves: rers the full value of those dmu_med slaves, on the ground that
the in 3"3 ¥ absolute necessity for th{ovfmg them into the sea, in order to
ere e rem aining crew, and the sfup itself. The underwriters contested
ve th rence of the alleged necessity; or, if it had existed, attributed it
e exis! norance and improper conduct of the master of the vessel. This
to the ; o pecunidry interest brought to li;hl a scene of horrid brutality
ich had beent acted during the execution of a detestable plot. From
Wh'cm'al it appeared that the ship Zong, Luke Collingwood master
zh?[ d from the island of St. Thomas, on the coast of Africa, September(;_
S‘“;, with 440 slaves and fourteen whites on board, for Jamaica, and
]h7  in the November following she fell in with that island; but, instead
i roceeding to some port, the master, mistaking, as he alleges, Jamaica
o fH;spaniala, ran her to leeward. Sickness and mortality had by this
i(y‘)me taken place on board the crowded vessel: so that, between the time
of leaving the coast of Afrfcu and the 29th of November, sixty slaves and
seven white people had died; and a great number of the surviving slaves
were then sick and not likely to live. On that day the master of the ship
called together a few of the officers, and stated to them that, if the sick
slaves died a natural death, the loss would fall on the owners of the ship;
but, if they were thrown alive into the sea, on any sufficient pretext of
necessity for the safety of the ship, it would be the loss of the under-
writers, alleging, at the same time, that it would be less cruel to throw
sick wretches into the sea, than to suffer them to linger out a few days
under the disorder with which they were afflicted.

To this inhuman proposal the mate, James Kelsal, at first objected; but

Collingwood at length prevailed on the crew to listen to it. He then chose

out from the cargo 132 slaves, and brought them on deck, all or most of
whom were sickly, and not likely to recover, and he ordered the crew by
turns to throw them into the sea. “A parcel” of them were accordingly
thrown overboard, and, on counting over the remainder the next morn-
ing, it appeared that the number so drowned had been fifty-four. He then
ordered another parcel to be thrown over, which, on d second counting
on the succeeding day, was proved to have amounted to forty-two.

On the third day the remaining thirty-six were brought on deck, and, as
these now resisted the cruel purpose of their masters, the arms of twenly- S0
were fettered with irons, and the savage crew proceeded with the diabolical
work,casting them down to join their comrades of e former days. Outraged
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Such were % atary; and it might have been eXpecteq

end of the last w‘e,"ent should have taken place; but ji ;
urllPr‘;s by the British, suhs‘cquem to the gJ,
freatment of slave 1808, was mildness itself, when com,

Act, and down ?chm on the trade, and the syste;

iseries consequ . A
lmserwdf_,c] the vain attempt to put it down, since
ursued 1

P”sgs'_':‘:‘:"]e.s(.)é.”’e English Government has, with, vari,
i

i - ably engaged in endeavouring to procyre th
:’f;;;',’;fggﬁr; forgrl;ge suppressioq of the Slaye T,ad:c" ?
the treaties which have been entered u?lo, many vessels ged'!‘"o{
traffic have been captured; ayd much mfor_mahon has be"no ing
which has been regularly '.;“d before Pa_rl:ament. A few of the e
which have been detailed will now be noticed, for the Purpoge
taining whether the miseries wluch»lm.ve been narrateq have -
exist: or whether they do not now exist in a more intenge degree 'hanh
any former period. i
The first case I notice is that of the Spanish brj
in 1814. In this vessel of 200 tons, 512 negroes had
(nearly 180 more than the complement allowed o
five slaves to three tons). The captor reported that

is g
time, somE Yoty
paer:},%,n,.
M Whic}, h:fb
that Perigq s

Ve

g Carlos, Captuy
been put on gy
n the proportio ¢

they were so miserably fed, clothed, Ge., that any idea of the homn
the Slave Trade would fall short of what I saw. Eighty were throm o

board before we captured her. In many instances I saw the bones coni
through the skin from starvation,

In the same year (1814) the schooner Aglae, of 40 tons, ¥
captured with a cargo of 15 e,

groes (nearly four to each ton).

The only care seemed g have been to pack them as close as posith
and tarpaylin g,

s placed over tarpaulin, in order to give the
::e :’Zﬁmmme of being laden with a well-stowed cargo of "

I cilb
Ponu” 15 a lewtenant of the navy thus describes the stated!
Buese slaver, the g Joaquim: he says
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< hin twenty-two days after the vessel had i
hat Wit laves had died: that between the lf,f;,.,M,',":,:"‘,",',‘{"."’
{hitee™ O mont's Bay, the survivors of them were al sickly and o,
”"Wd,,',,efy-fw" of them afflicted with the flux; that the slaves wmzﬁ
and T ether, perfectly naked, and nothing by rough, unplaned
xrw; to crouch down upon, in a hold situated oyer their water and
farks 1 € he place being little more than i

i 1wo feet in height

prml:'a"[ lowed for each sIa_vz 50 small, fha_l it was impmaiblf !a;":l':jn:':
fg’f 1 touching and pressing upon those immediately surrounding, The

av A

art of them were fastened, some three together, by one |
”7.::\: iron shackles, a very large proportion of them liﬁvmg :Eeef:::l
s they were compelled,
(here a scene of disgusting wretchedness is desdribed)

ilot being asked by Captain Ba_kzr how many he supposed would
Igsgpveﬂ”hed their destination, replied, “About half the number that
were embarked.”

We have next the case of the Meur, as stated in a periodical work,
devoted to medical subjects, and published at Paris. This vessel, it appears,
was of 200 tons burden. She took on board a cargo of 160 negroes, and
after having been fifteen days on her voyage, it was remarked that the
slaves had contracted a considerable redness of the eyes, which spread
with singular rapidity. At this time they were limited to eight ounces of
water aday for each person, which quantity was afterwards reduced to the
half of a wine-glass. By the advice of the surgeon, the slaves who were
in the hold were brought upon deck for the advantage of fresh air; but
it became necessary to abandon this expedient, as many of them who
were affected with nostalgja threw themselves into the sea, locked in each
other’s arms. The ophthalmia, which had spread so rapidly and frightfully
among the Africans, soon began to infect all on board, and to create alarm
for the crew. The danger of infection, and perhaps the cause which pro-
duced the disease, were increased by a violent dysentery, attributed to the
use of rain-water. The number of the blind augmented every day. The
vessel reached Guadaloupe on June 21, 1819, her crew being in a most
_dep]orab]e condition. Three days after her arrival, the only man who dur-
ing the voyage had withstood the influence of the contagion, and whom
fo\{idence appeared to have preserved as a guide to his unfortunate com-

Panions, was seized with the same malady. Of the negroes, thirty-nine
Fmd become perfectly blind, twelve had lost one eye, and fourteen were
Hected with blemishes more or less considerable.
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whom the cargo had been insured, who are said to have ﬂl’iw"hxh
claim, and made good the value of the slaves thus de. loy
What more need be said in illustration of the extremity of
induced by the middle passage, as demonstrated by the :as“ﬁni,.‘
Rodeur? But the supplement must not be omitted, A it € of
only one man could see to steer that vessel, a large ship “PPm:c';:i
which appeared to be totally at the mercy of the wind and the
crew of this vessel, hearing the voices of the crew of the Rodeur g . The

-4 hy,
Simily,
who
Pringj

stroyed,

most vehemently for help. They told the melancholy tale as o
along,—that their ship was a Spanish slave-ship, the St, Lconzrm

acontagion had seized the eyes of all on board, so that there Was ot gy
individual sailor or slave who could see. But alas! this pitiable namty,

was in vain; for no help could be given. The St. Leon passed on, andy
never more heard of! . . . ;

I'will endeavour to give a summary of the extent of the mortaliy
dent to the middle passage. Newton states, that in his timei

amounted to one-fourth, on the average, of the number embarked.
e 1;:0‘;11 ?ﬂPerswpresexlled to the House of Lords, in 1799, it appeas
Reg;:laii: )/:‘" 1791, (three years after the passing of the Slave Camirg
1358 died :j 9',) of 15,754 negroes embarked for the West Indies, &
o uring the passage, the average length of which was fifiyo
5 118 a mortality of 8% per cent.

slaves ;:;}:3"{'" of the mortality in 1792 was still greater. Of 315
making so; 'lrom Aftica, no fewer than 5,413 died on the pisi
Capm;'l]es I’.‘ll More than 17 per cent in fifty-one days. i
Tade with the Ve, ina communication to the Admiralty, on the
M coast of Africa, in 1823, states

inci

easter,
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ips which use this traffic consider they make o
That 'I".;tshhel:;m'e one-third of the number embarked: some v:;:;::l'l: g
vd ea’lt as to save one-half of their cargo alive. £
rtul’
fo in Cook says, in the communication to which
acipi'm the East coast traffic,
luded, g i
ot with bad weqlher, in rounding the Cape, their suffer;
If 2 J':fzscripliml; and in some instances one-half of the lin'Zonni:\amr;
osn”i ficed. In the case of the Napoleon, from Quilimane, the loss
are " ted to two-thirds. It was stated to me by Captains and Super-
amo’ f other slavers, that they made a profitabl

e e if th
;‘;{f‘;: Zenl.: and that this was not uncommon, "oesi oyl

T have before

Caldcleugh says, “Scarcely two-thirds live to be landed

Governor Mucle;!n, of C:{pe Coast, whoAhas had many oppor-
unities of acquiring information on the subject, has stated to me,
that he considers the average of deaths on the passage to amount to
one-third.

Captain Ramsay, R.N., who was a long time on service with
the Preventive Squadron, also stated to me, that the mortality on the
passage across the Atlantic must be greater than the loss on the passage
to Sierra Leone, from the greater liberty allowed after capture, and
from the removal of the shackles. He believes the average loss to be
one-third.

Rear-Admiral Sir Graham Eden Hamond, Commander-in-Chief
on the South American station, in 1834, thus writes to the British
Consul at Monte Video:

Asslave-brig of 202 tons was brought into this port with 521 slaves on
board. The vessel is said to have cleared from Monte Video in August
last, under a licence to import 650 African colonists.

The licence to proceed to the coast of Africa is accompanied by a curious
document, purporting to be an application from two Spnnia.rds at
Monte Video, named Villaca and Barquez, for permission to import
650 colonists, and 250 more—to cover the deaths on the voyage.

Here we have nearly one-third given apparently for the average loss
:)I:] s Passage, and this estimated by the slave-dealers themselves on
¢ American side of the Atlantic.
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hishisorian of Afica and the Atlantic summarizes his recloy
origins, destinations, and overall size of the slave trade, N of

This book . . . seeks to explore old knowledge, not to
information. Its central aim is to bring together bits anq i
incommensurate information already published, and to do thil: f; ces of
one aspect of the trade —the measurable number of people bn:m'
across the Atlantic. How many? When? From what parts of Af"cal#'
what destinations in the New World? . . . 4
This book is . . . written with an implicit set of rules that are ng.
ther those of monographic research, nor yet those of a survey. Histori
cal standards for monographic research require the author to examine
every existing authority on the problem at hand, and every archival ok
lection where part of the answer may be found. This has not been doe
The rulebook followed here sets another standard. I have surveyed e
literature on the slave trade, but not exhaustively. Where the authorites
on some regional aspect of the trade have arrived at a consensus, aid
Ill;:;rvzcyl::?ss:s z:ippeurs to be reasonable in the light of other qidencﬁ
ey ldl:]- 5 Where 1o consensus exists‘, or a gap oceurs mascl;ﬂ;
e, };’V:vfﬂ?{ to construct new estimates. But thesestops!
s 2 i"msuan d;ds. I have not tried to go beyond the pfvl,l:1
contain import; 1‘e re evant archives, even when the),l e
Portant additional data. The task is conceived a5 il
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2 Pricks that exist, not in making new ones, Th;

2 ‘T:“pulnkion of existing data in sea%ch of co:“?:r:‘s’u‘::::‘
1 have tried to show lhe.;:tps that lead from ¢
i is. Not everyone will agree with all .

1o the e Sthekh::ocess, nor with all the é‘rms of calc\:::.cﬁ::sml:‘;‘:ns
that 80 m(;" But this book is not intended to be a definitive study, er:le
peen US i'de arture that will be modified in time as new research xy
apoint ©° d:tﬂ and harder data worthy of more sophisticated fom?s:}
duces ﬂ_e:'n It ‘,;ill have served its purpose if it challenges others to cor-
calculzl:‘lw;nple‘e its findings.
rect ?rx;ﬁs point is of the greatgst im!aor\ance in interpreting any of the

, that follow. One danger in stating numbers is to find them quoted
data 1 with a degree of certitude that was never intended. This is

I ‘::] arly true when percentages are cartied to tenths of I per cent,
i"zlrceas in fact the hoped-for range of accuracy may be plus or minus
‘ZVO per cent of actuality. Let it be said at the outset, then, that most
of the quantities that follow are wrong, ‘They are not intended to be
precise as given, only appro?umﬁhons where a rFsult falling within 20
per cent of actuality is a “nght' answer—that is, a successful result,
given the quality of the underlying data. It should also be understood
that some estimates will not even reach that standard of accuracy.
They are given only as the most probable figures at the present state of
knowledge. These considerations have made it convenient to round out
most quantities to the nearest one hundred, including data taken from
other authors.

Al of this may seem to imply estimates of limited value on account
of their limited accuracy. For many historical purposes, greater accuracy is
not required, and some of the most significant implications of this quanti-
tative study would follow from figures still less accurate than these. Their
principal value is not, in any case, the absolute number, an abstraction
!‘“’l)’ meaningless in isolation. It is, instead, the comparative values, mak-
ingit possible to measure one branch of the slave trade against N:]Oﬂlel’. :

_ Some readers may miss the sense of moral outrage traditional in
Inflories of the trade. This book will have very little to say ?bout the
:"]:] Of th_e slave trade, still less in trying to assign retrospective b!ame
6o 4 lnd.lwdua]s or groups who were responsible. Thls omlslsmn ln“:;)

1{3"“};1'55 that the slave trade was morally neutral; it clearly "lV:: loné

Sinc:“ s of the trade, however, can be taken for granted as a pol

Proven beyond dispute. . . .

i
ires the 1"

€™ ihis existing data
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Other writers have accepted this ﬁgu‘re, though as a minimyy,
bdlr'::td it was much higher than this. M 0m g,

Roland Oliver and J. D. Fage in their Short History f Afica,
most widely-read history of Africa to appear so far, are less Concﬂ“cld 4
express their uncertainty, and they too come to a total estimate indt
vicinity of fifteen million slaves landed. They go a step farther, hoyeye;
and subdivide the total by centuries. . ., )
The total is again given as a minimum, and it is clearly deriyed
from R. R. Kuczynski. Indeed, Professor Fage gave the same break.
down in his Introduction to the History of West Africa and in his
Ghana, where the citation of Kuczynski is explicit. The estimateis
repeated by so many other recent authorities that it can be taken asthe
zﬁ:‘z’;ﬂii ;tlgrcn;;rt‘nt of present-day historiography. Some writers ic
af'l‘rap:calA/,;:uy. tOrher‘s, like Robert Rot!{erg in his Political ﬁiﬂw
i ; :ieng_;lv 1;1! l.he case by citing both Kuczynski and2
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Tow side, Anofhor i ,e- 'ieen—nulhun figure was likely to be on
Prize-wiuning Problem T Cho.s en by D. B. Davis for his Rulige
With Kuczyngki (wh of Slavery in Western Culture, is not to b""h‘:
7 0 Wrote, after all, jnore than thirty years ago)
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ity—in this case to the words of Basil

: £ this web of citations, quo-
Json ';2 czynski i at ll-: icsci',‘.:;ro?mm to see just how he Mlzeni
Wd :ulPliﬁFa'lo\:,s{a,||onns estimates. The crucial passage in
o s indeed present a general estimate of fif-
ed in the Americas, and it includes
PP jlion OF O turies. - - - But Kuczynski himself shows no evi-
dist s C le any calculation on his own. He merely fou1v1d
the ‘e £ having ‘“}‘: the most acceptable of those made by earlier
: vlssl lg,e;ur[icu]ur authority he cited is none other than
ties, and
‘. B. Du Bois:_ 1deed, an eminent authority on Negro history, but
pu Bois Wa% ]‘n doe; not lead back to one of his works based on
nski' cm‘[‘ m[( Jeads instead to a paper on “The Negro Race in the
reseaff‘}\merica," delivered to a semi-scholarly congress in
1911 —a curious place to publ.ish something as im‘portant as
iginal, overall estimate of the Atlantic slave tra_de—and in fa(cl the
J'ﬂyp‘:,gcunmins 1o such thing. Du Bois’s only mention of the subject in

the place cited was these two sentences:

The exact number of slaves imported is not known. Dunbar estimates
that nearly 900,000 came to America in the sixteenth century, 2,750,000
in the seventeenth, 7,000,000 in the eighteenth, and over 4,000,000 in
the nincteenth, perhaps 15,000,000 in all.

Kuczy
istorical
{nited States

London In

The real authority, then, is neither Kuczynski nor Du Bois, but
Dunbar. Though Du Bois’s offhand statement was not supported by
foomotes or bibliography, the author in question was Edward E. Dunbar,
an Ame.ncan publicist of the 1860s. During the early part of 1861, he was
:;ZPZ::;H&: ff(;: a §erial cal’led The Mexican Papers, devoted to furthering
e CT C;] : ]?]s‘df.ﬂlﬂ l]uanlaz of Mexico and of the Liberal Party in that
s oppml] :\r‘a Sb‘l'dd })]usl won the War of the Reform against their
i hs, ut.;) ey were ha?rd pressﬁd by European creditors
tiled Mpo@ .l.e lmlm?ry intervention—a threat that shortly

meican gy a‘E : 'axm.uhan :aﬂinr. Dunbar’s principal task was to enlist
pport ﬂfluérsz' Cy, and if possible American diplomatic intervention, in
shavery map, 1y Amﬂl‘_se.. But l_)}n)bar was a liberal, by implication an anti-
g e erican politics, and he published The Mexican Papers
months of America’s drift into civil war. Tt was th
3 herefore
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of the s!mms‘ and he made the further reservation (50 offar Tt
ates, ften,

Tt they were pml).ul?l) on the low side, )
ce is an impressive tower ofﬂuthomy llh
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were gUEsSes educated by a Lllo\\'letlge of the historica] ]itefal’u i,
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sill better informed. Even though no one along the way lll::;‘lmn o
effort to calculate the size of the trade from empirical cvidea‘=
Dunbar estimates nevertheless represent a kind of consensys, ence,

i sticcessOrs) %5
The sequen

suggests that even the

; Itis no\\"posxl'l)]e to look at the ‘lol\g-lerm movement of he Atlan,
slave trade over a period of more than four centuries. The data male;
abundantly clear that the eighteenth century was a kind of plateay ii ﬂ:
h,isrory Df‘”l-)e r;mlc—'he period when the trade reached jts heighr" b

alsoa keni P o . ’
Bt e of b e e
average rates of delivery hung just : IP / 6(;, 00 & seami
Plateau was reached, howy 'g’ e 000 3 el edgcoflk
e i de,i.‘ver_\\e}\)er,' just after the Peace of Utrechtin 171},
s ,nes 4egan regu]arly‘ to exceed 40,000 a yealn,ani
the 18405, Thog ul’:o:]ey gow 0,000 a year did not come again unil s
et ot per cent of all slaves delivered to the Nev
of the total were Tanded d uring the century 1721-1820. Eighty pereét
Itwould be premgpn o5 1 MUy and a half, 1710165050
ttade on Africay, sociei ure to generalize about the impact of thes#*
historians e alread, lehs over these four centuries. On the other 2
gamat frop e n'e;v tyh,cg"” to do so. The range of opinion U
EYery unfayorghe de\'elj,' AL Slﬂ.\'e trade was responsible for virlts
it e‘v:’l]njnt in Africa over these centurlﬁ::;
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re a positive he_nefit to the African societies that
Since the results of this survey could be brought into the
" ther side, it is n})pmpnale to entera few caveats.
n eil hat might be drawn is that, in reducing the
| export of slaves from about twenty million to about ten
o done to African societies is also reduced by half, This
hai The demographic consequences of moving any
e ple from any sofie‘y can have meaning only in relation
Pt the society, the time-period concerned, the age and sex
e 1+ of the emigrants and of the society from which they depart.
l’f‘ Jow at least the size of thfl: African population that supplied
e demographic implications of the ten-million estimate are

as therefo

the !

thelovce eterminate as those of the twenty-million estimate. As for the

just as ind

itical consequences of the slave trade to African societies,

ol . ;
social T P not necessarily vary directly with the number exported. . ..

the

ese would
At best, t
dominant Afr
the militarize
neighbors, th

he export data of the slave trade can be suggestive. If the
ican pattern at the height of the slave trade was that of
d, slave-catching society, systematically preying on its
e export projections should show a relatively large and

continuous supply of slaves from these hunter societies; and the slaves

themselves should

bors. T

have been mainly from the less organized neigh-
his pattern does not emerge clearly from the slave-export data

of eighteenth-century Africa. Some ports, notably the city-states of

the Big|
slave-ca
sources
enslavei

it of Biafra, did produce a continuous supply that may imply
tching as an economic enterprise. Elsewhere, the rapid shift in
of supply from one region to another suggests that by-product
ment was the dominant feature, or that, if systematic slave-

hunting were tried, it could not be maintained.
These weaknesses of quantitative evidence are important to keep

in min

, if only because of a popular tendency to regard numbers as

more “scientific” and reliable than other kinds of data. A great deal more
could nevertheless be profitably done with the quantitative study of the
slave trade. More and better samples of slave origins and better data on
the numbers carried by the trade at particular times should make it pos-

sible to

roject the annual flow of slaves from particular societies, to take

only one example. Even if the dimensions of the slave trade outlined
I:;:'ﬁf a5 acc\{rute as limited sources wi!l ever a“cw——a:fd.\hey ur:‘
tlamicll other dimensions of far greater significance for African an
listory remain to be explored.
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Pro t Columbia U
; 1 y @ olumbia i :
i American history at Goumbia Univerigy \
: ’f L;::‘:;ﬁ”" of research by scholgrs inspired u::fbm%
snmnmnlfli(i:ign finds that the financial profits a_nd the losse ¥ fh%%
uppn‘)ﬂ(‘hv ith the slave trade, ul!lmugh_sul)smuyal, were mygj, ""h"ﬁl;
associated N esses of carlir historians. Like Curtin, he finds cgy okl '”“’m

the rough g0 . moral outrage in discoverij
menta more useful tool than m 15 ng the tradel

In recent decades there has been a fundamental change i, the

Stug
the Atlantic slave »

trade. From almost total neglect, the trg,
an area of major concemn to econ‘omists and .historilans who(}l:;:]:;;%"\:
themselves to analyzing tl\‘e. Afnc:u.l experience in America, 5
since the publication by Philip Curtin of l.ns masterly synthesis Tp m
tic Slave Trade: A Census in 1969, a massive amount of archiya] resey
has resulted in publications both of collections of documents from a]l::
major rchives of Europe, America, and Africa and of major works f
thesis on the demography, politics, and economics of the slave frade,
From the work of the European economic historians, it s noy
evident that slave trade profits were not extraordinary by European
standards. The average 10 percent rate obtained in studies of the
eighteenth-century French and English slave traders was considereda
good profit rate at the time but not out of the range of other contemporay
investments. From a recent detailed study of the nineteenth centuri
would seem that profits doubled in the next century largely asa resultof
ising slave prices in America, which in turn were due to the increasig
suppression of the trade by the British navy. On average (except for
some extraordinary voyages to Cuba in the 1850s), the rate of pu
for ;mffeenth-ceqtury slavers was just under 20 percent. Thus, VI’
v‘::r)elsx;'rr' ”}‘: ;PCCM] period of suppression in the nineteenth centi’
quite high, even these profits were not astronomic . -

He P el
A,L’::i': :l K]“T" Profits and Losses,” from “Economic Aspects of the Eighteen™” "\
ave Tiade” in The Rise of the Merchant Enmpires, ed. by James D- T8

Pp-287, 4 ‘ ;
P-287, 299, 303-308, Reprinted by permission of Cambridge University
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eptions prevalent in the _popular literature about the

o conc (PAﬁic'd" slaves have their corollary hypotheses about
costs 00f their transportation. It was assumed that the low cost
.crs"ade it Pmﬁmhle to pack in as many as the ship could
ofthe® h:lslt sinking and then accept high rates of mortality during
O i If any slaves delivered alive were pure profit, then
tic S several hundred would have made economic sense. But
o the 108 Getemobi® costless or cheap item to purchase, then the
{fihe s]g»vgfn argument about “tight packing” also makes little sense.
w,wSP"li ;| lgosses on the crossing resulted in financial loss on the trip,

In fact; |s 5. accounts aptly prove.

ive
ativ
el conomm

s ||1A}1fn] ,‘,l,)are convincing than these theoretical arguments against
b ruction of life is the fact that no study has yet shown a sys-

c correlation of any significance between the numbers of slaves
leunfxt: nd mortality at sea. Thousands of ship crossings have now been
e :u analyzed, and none show a correlation of any significance
Sm“s::n e?ther tonnage or space available and mortality.
bcWThis does not mean that slaves were traveling in luxury. In fact,
they had less room than did contemporary troops or convicts being
wansported. It simply means that after much experience and the exi-
gencies of the trade, slavers only took on as many slaves as they could
expect to cross the Atlantic safely. From scattered references in the pre-
1700 period it seems that provisioning and carrying arrangements were
initially deficient. But all post-1700 trade studies show that slavers car-
tied water and provisions for double their expected voyage times and
that in most trades they usually carried slightly fewer slaves than their
legally permitted limits.

This increasing sophistication in the carrying of slaves was reflected
in declining rates of mortality. In the pre-1700 trade, mean mortality
tates over many voyages tended to hover around 20 percent. In turn
fhls mean rate reflected quite wide variations, with many ships coming
in with very low rates and an equally large number experiencing rates
Ofd_ouhle or more than double the mean figure. But in the post-1700
PEru?d the mean rates dropped, and the variation around the mean
ﬁectlllned, By mid-century the mean stood at about 10 p'ercenk, and
aly)m:.e;]““ quarter of the century all trades were averaging a rak; o((l

T ‘rercem. Mor.eover the dispersion aroundl the§e mean rates h:a
=i am? t\_’vo-thnds of the ships were experiencing no more than
Nt variation above or below the mean rate.
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eclines in mortality were due to th
e 51;1‘.;;;3 opted in the tmdea First of all ",‘erecds.:f;d"di"w
ized and sPeciﬁN”)’ cgnstrucflel vesse] used inthe slav:M"‘ 4
ations. By the second half of the eighteenth cengy, L
averaging two hundred tons among all .Eumpe;m traders Ve
seemed best to fit the successful carrying Potentia] of é]a “”'In;g:"k
traders were also the ﬁrsl of ?he commercial traders to‘a
sheathing for their ships, which was a costly new ‘"etha
the life of the vessels and guarantee greater speed, [t sho 10 prg)
that these slave trade vesse!s were much smaller ships d be m;'&
used in either the West Indian or East Indian trades, Thi:in E“‘%m
long way to explaining why the f?mous model of a hi““gu]: tury B
the staple of western lexthook‘s, is largely a myth. Thig y, ;'hade,l,,“g
on the idea that the slave.slups performed the mu][ip]eyt‘ Wag
ing European goods to Africa, transporting slaves to Americ:’ks of g
bringing back the sugar or other slave-produced American'and they
Europe all on the same voyage. In fact, the majority of Ameﬁslal’]e for
reached European markets in much larger and specially coflanc;
West Indian vessels designed primarily for this shuttle trade; u:mm
ity of slavers returned to Europe with small cargoes or non; at a}flw
in the largest slave trade of them all —that of Brazil —no slayers e'izld
departed from or returned to Europe. it
All traders carried about two and a half slaves per ton, and although
there was some variation in crew size and ratios, all slave trade shiy
carried at least twice the number of seamen needed to man the yess,
and thus double or more than that of any other long-distance oceanic
trade. This very high ratio of sailors to tonnage was due to the securiy
needs of controlling the slave prisoners. All the European slave tud:
ers were also using the same provisioning, health, and transportation
procedures. They built temporary decks to house the slaves and divided
the.m by age and sex, Almost all Eurapeans adopted smallpox vase
nah(l)n.s at about the same time, all carried large quantities ofAﬁ‘i'-‘?“
provisions to feed the slaves, and all used the same methods f‘{f“"ly
hygiene, care of the sick, and so on. This standardization explains the
common experience of mortality decline, and it also goes a |°“3mz
::) (rie;ectmg conkeimpomneous assertions that any particular Europed
ader was “better” or more efficient than any other. e
Although these firmly grounded statistics on mortality ceﬂﬂ‘“{i
stroy many of the older helrefs about “astronomic” mortallt/ &%
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: tion of whether a 5 percent mortal-
joes rema.l(r; ih:o‘-;:;: for a healthy young adult s high or
ayImd occurred among young adult peasants

it would be considered an epidemic rate.
succeeded in reducing the rate to s_ecmingly
s still represented extraordinary high death
selected population. Equally, although

d convict mortality rates in the eighteenth century
m.nigﬂf“x n death umbers, in the nlngtecn!h century they
’ gy ] percent for transatlantic voyages. For slaves,
1 to below er fell below 5 percent for any large group of
ne‘t/hus seems to have beena minimum death rate
ters during transport, which the Europeans

se 1d
ever, the here
how! eye . Th

survey
the close 4uar

er reduc

e.
w“li!):alh in the crossing

was due to a variety of causes. The biggest

intestinal disorders, which were often related to the
fllrs W2 gMhod water available on the trip, and fevers. Bouts of
ality of ol mnon and the “bloody flux” as it was called could
dentery WETE ig::nc proportions. The increasing exposure of the
brek O“(; "‘:(Ery increased both the rates of contamination of supplies
Sla\ﬂ}:o irx:dence of death. It was dysentery that accounted for the
z,‘,‘:‘,‘:ﬁ:y of deaths and was the most common disease experiencefl on
;II voyages. The astronomic rates of mortality reached on occasl.onal
\n\aées were due to outbreaks of smallpox, measles, or other highly
communicable diseases that were not related to time at sea or the
conditions of food and water supply, hygiene, and sanitation practices.
It was this randomness of epidemic diseases that prevented even
aperienced and efficient captains from eliminating very high mortality
ntes on any given voyage.

Although time at sea was not usually correlated with mortality, there
Were some routes in which time was a factor. Simply because they were
athird longer than any other routes, the East African slave trades that
?:[‘Zlfpeﬂ ir? the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were noted
monji‘; hl%her mortality than the West African routes, even though
Moo, jugt &erhay atsea was the same or lower !ha{n on the s'hortef (ou'tes.
e Afi transporting together of slaves from different epxdemlologic;.ﬂ
i ica guaranteed the transmission of a host of local endemic

ISeasy
ofall :esmto A “}059 who were aboard. In turn, this guaranteed the spread
or African diseases to America.
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opulations, e arowth anddeci NG Tatiy, 1 ed© th “""“ig(alion of African slaves. 1vers did not recognize
the % ctof heaty al jmbalance of these Africans as a causal factor for the
pict® nd seX owth of the slave labor force. Rather, they saw this
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had a direct 1" L ; - .
ulations. The Jow ratio of women in each arriyiy, g
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ent history of PO he S -
who arrived in America could not reproduce themselyeg, e e life expectancy of slave males was in the upper twen-

averag d in the midthirties for the United States,

ho did come to America had lost son 3 L
women wh e potentg] The 2% “for example, ant ingl
azil, erage working life of at least twenty years in

ange
Bl
ican g

epug

years and were even less z{lrl.e to reproduce the tota] NUmber ¢ e ties in P est an av
and females in the original immigrant cohort, Jet alo, il which might ‘S“gk%_ﬁve years in the United States. But this average fig-
generation greater '_l han the total o umber who arrived from :;;'mak‘ pazil o Ner:z;kes into account the very high infant mortality rates.
those American regions that cxpgncnced aheavy and constay, al ure, of coUrse: who survived the first five years of life—and these are
Aftican slaves still I.md to rely on importation of more slayes tsh, For those sl'.nﬁfve are concerned with here—the comparable life ex-
their slave populations, let alone increase their size. Once “‘1’2':\:1 o the only onezs [sic] in the ‘midthirties for the Brazilians and lower for-
Afcy otancies YJAS' slaves. This suggests that the average working life was,

ars for Brazilian slaves and thirty years for

migration stopped, however, it was possible for the slave Popula
ationy,
far from the supposed seven-year average

begin to increase through natural growth, so long as there wa,
out-migration through emancipation. ey
It was this consistent negative growth of the first generaf
Aftican slaves which explains the growing intensity of the slave h::l"d
America in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. As i :gdl:
fmnd for American products grew in European markets because of e
increasingly popular consumption of tobacco, cotton, coffee, andaboe
all. sugar, the need for workers increased and this could be met onlyly
bringing in more Africans. It was only in the case of the United Sis
that the growth of plantation crop exports to Europe did not lead toan
increasing importation of African slaves. This was largely dueto thevey
earl}"Norlfl American experience of the local slave population achieis
;]POSlleE_ growth rate and thus supplying its increasing Jabor needs fion
 positive growth of its native-born slave population. Althoughmot

ties for the
ata minimuim, twenty-five ye:

the U.S. ones —both ﬁg\.ues
posmln!ed in most histories.

David Eltis and David Richardson

The Achievements of the
“Numbers Game”
s were still flawed, his

Although Curtin was well aware that his recalculation: X

work inspired massive new research, provoked some healcd_comrovcmes.

and eventually led to the publication of more definitive tallies of lht; s:;wlel
n of Hul

demographic historians have s AT A
I?ad i Ao fmZ‘S:}:‘l?e"i‘:;::e f"r;l::‘i‘:li:v‘:aﬁp’edw' trade. David Eltis of Emory University and David Richardso
:j‘;""S ofthe Afican-born cohorts ”"“ge"P]ﬂil% overall decline, more University led a large international effort to compile a database, whose
as’ :;::La:oh:}slonuns .ha\‘c tried to explain the increasing demand for s \
he low life expectancy of the Afro-American slave pop! i :
he Transatlantc Slave Trade?”
base, 2008,

Da

u|1;"ld Eltis and David Richardson, “A New Assessment of

P 5 lgcnd'"g. the Frontiers: ssays on the New Transatlanti i
- Copyright © 2008 Yale Universiy Press. Reprinted by permissiort

Much cited j
cited is the contemporary belief found in the planter lite
an averd

of most i
Wafking?f::on{lﬁs that the Afro-American slave experience e
of“seven years” This myth of a short-lived labor f0
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 rion included details of 27,233 slayip,

ublc e ealy 35,000. The new Transatlanic Sjy.

n’]‘“);’IEDZJv available at www.slavevoyages.org, permigs |

:mal ze the African smlrcc; and. N;Y_World destinati:n ey

Al everal and year by year. This excerpt from i i
e

accompanied bY charts from the database.

frst public

Philip Curtin's well-known 1969 book The At{anlic Slave Ty,
initiated the modern era of s]ave»!_rade studies and higgeade:Ac"Ha
research into slave-rading records in Europe, Africa, ang "’;d vy
Almost forty years Jater, we are on the brink of a complete e iy
of the history of the transatlantic slave trade from the eein%
century through to its close in 1867. The level of detaj] “o:r Y Siteey
lll]ilr)aéinahle ‘when Curtin published his book. Where C“m!;oml
track slaving activities by centuries or quarter centuries, we cn
5o 0n an annual basis, at least from the mid-seventeenth cEnmﬂn Toy g,
Where Curtin grouped ship departures to Africa by natim:yl(.mwi
embarkations and disembarkations of slaves by African coastal : ity an
American colonies, we can now do the same on a port-by-port: basi:g\l;mm;:
Curtin could only identify places of embarkation and disembark‘ztiunof
slaves separately, we can now reveal links across the Atlantic and fek
how they changed through time. Where Curtin could only measue
shipboard mortality through the percentage of losses of slaves in tansi,
we can now estimate shipboard mortality rates and the factors that helped
to shape them. The evidential base for the study of the Atlantic slave tude
(and the computational capacity for storing and interrogating it) has been
revolutionized. . . .

Inassessing the size of the trade, Curtin had to choose betweentoils
faken.fmm vthe African side (using shipping records) and totals from e
American side (using a combination of shipping and demographic data)
He chose the latter and then projected what the departures from Afic
gu;:)gfge Ob“:;] “f ")“Of‘alify hald averaged 15 percent of t'hose l;’;kv:"
e Alr;erirc]a ,IS dasns, he estimated just under 9.6 million ar %
Gt (;e.;)n then about .l 1.25 million de.partures ﬁ:‘f;lkw
triggered ;oncenhaie; "dlEXtepswe refearch i e cllll 7 thano"
the implict challea e hpnmanly on his total estimates, ratl eoncie
Fe e nge he f_lad thrown down to scholars to &€

en his arrivals and departures estimates:

Soughyy,
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in contributions of recent research on shipping data,
e e {“‘f o i“m,_,a“nerican, has been to eliminate these dis-
o lantic & African departures and American arrivals. First,
e tion on individual voyages has shown significant
embarked slaves at the African coast. Such
o5 0 J from natural hazardl and from the actions of Africans,
105 qemme® ¥ nd European rivals. Second, much more is now
atee™ "?;e:}'mced ‘movement of slaves after their arrival in the
v abO%l;‘e Jargest intra-American movement of slaves before the
Americ8s, Ly was in Brazil and was by land, but in the Caribbean
2 cen water-borne traffic that also redistributed

enth ©  nized a large

i O‘EE‘;:;?S], to %he Spanish and French Americas. Thanks
ata in TSTD2, discrepancies in shipping data between de-

othe 1Y d arrivals N0 longer exist. Scholars may now use migration

an hic data as an independent check on

Pa'v""es e d from demograp
chis S.El:;:;:d data, rather than as method for filling in gaps in the

yaj
"|‘e \l;n)xggrecords——al Jeast after 1700.
S“PI:\ summary of our assessment of the completeness of the current
S [1], which lays out a crude time profile

database is presented in Figure |
of the transatlantic slave trade over three and a half centuries. The top
function in Figure [1] is taken from the new estimates . . ., grouped in

wenty-five-year . . . intervals. The lower function, by contrast, is based
on the data taken directly from TSTD2. The difference between the
two functions represents our present assessment of the voyages that oc-
curred but which have not left a record. . . .

. Portuguese vessels are now thought to have accounted for 46.5
percent of the traffic, and the British around 26 percent. The difference
between the two is largely explained by the late arrival of the British into
the trade and their early departure with the 1807 abolition act. Aslong as
they continued in the business, they dominated the northem wind and
current system almost as much as the Portuguese dominated the traffic
south of the equator. Of the others, the Spanish pattern of involvement
‘t‘i‘:;he inverse of that of the British. After major involvement with

Span(i)srl:ug“e-se prior to the separation of the Iberian crowns in _1640, the
i decacci'lmed almost no slaves in the eighteenth century prior to the
Came de. They then reentered the traffic to the point where ?hey
e Bri?l?u}:me fhe northern wind and current routes as effechvc.ﬂy
A ish had in !he previous century. For the French, the major
ant of participation was war. From 1689 to 1831, the French
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pe





image49.jpeg
84  Daid Eltis and David Richardson

[FIGURE 1. Slaves Leaving Africa by Qi

Estimated, Compared to Reqnt C®

‘"ded i

2,500,000
TSTD2 data

2,000,000 Estimated total i

1,500,000

1,000,000

Number of slayes

500,000

R P LI T U

a5 K343 ks

225883 8RARR8e

ORVIBORNISORNERO BB e

Sa8 g a A FLIY S T

293588888 sl
20 5.5, ER

Years

g frequently disappeared altogether during hostilities. This apar,
the trajectory of their trade was similar to the British, except hat
continued for a further quarter century after British withdraval. The
Dutch, by contrast, were most important in the seventeenth cenfuy
and carried few slaves after the British destroyed a good part of hei
merchant marine between 1780 and 1784. . . .

How do the new totals compare with the 2001 attempt to proit

an overall assessment of the slave trade’s size? As already noted, in b

one of us estimated total slave departures from Africa at 11.062 millon
We now think that 12.521 million were carried off—an increist

13 percent. At the time of this writing, aggregate arrivals in the Amerc®

are ﬂvmug.ht to have been 10.703 million, an 11 percent increasfa’"n;
5231 i ?“,m]a;e 0f 9.657 million. On the African side, the infusion

v material has not changed the regional distribution by mict
Guinea and the Gold Cogst are no%v sleen to have been Slight 2
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The Achievements of the “Numbers Game’
ica, and the Bights of Benin and

Jative 10 nﬁc‘:;‘r:‘{ :\,ird Southeast Africa, by contrast, re-
1 fess. West =2 itions. On the American side of the At-
b e relative PO hifted toward Bahia [in northeast
a¥e dismb“Bl itish Caribbean, especially Jamaica, wnl.h
from the. ns keeping the shares that they held in
o 2] thus have not threatened the domi-
1 Africa and Brazil, but this is ha»rdly surprising.
= information has been to increase our un-
e r:vten Africa and the Americas and, of course,
::mil about those links. Space constraints mean
1 of this facet of the trade must be reserved fgr
or hope is that the revised data set will
d estimating the size of the slave trade.
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Source;
Transatlantic Slave Trade Database, www.slavevoyages.org.
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An Alliance to Raid for §)

Because it is mentioned in two of the mode !
B % begin with an early account of e selecions
e 505, Backed by powertul investors, this i Y I
Plymouth, England, made three profitable xlavin"‘bmou, b
West Africa was then called) in the 1560s. ThiE Yorages to gt
voyage shows how trading and raiding were s excerpt o
oy English save trade, but it also suggests how Sely asocigt
success depended on finding an African ally wh, closely the Eug n he
him—up to a point. © would conpﬂanfc .

With

The ships departed from Plymouth, the second day of
1567 and .. . arrived at Cape Verde, the eighteenth oyf?\J October, Amy
we landed 150 men, hoping to obtain some Negroes :vember; Wher
few, and those with great hurt and damage to our ";ew ST We got
proceeded of their envenomed arrows: and although i?’ahmh ?hitﬁy
they seemed to be but small hurts, yet there hardly es‘ 5 bc&ln"i“g
had blood drawn of them, but died in strange sort wit;atl;]“'] b
shut some ten days before they died, and after their v’vounds v: i
where I myself had one of the greatest wounds, yet thanks I;let:hnle;
escaped. From thence we passed the time upon the coast of Gu?Ody
unto Sierra Leone, till the twelfth of January, in which time we‘;:dy
not gotten together a hundred and fifty Negroes: yet notwithstandi
the sickness of our men, and the late time of the year commandcdﬁ
away; and thus having nothing wherewith to seek the coast of the West
Indies, I was with the rest of the company in consultation to gotothe
coast of the Mine [i.e., the Gold Coast], hoping there to have obtained
some gol(_i for our wares, and thereby to have defrayed our charge.
But even in that present instant, there came to us a Negro, sent fion
From “The Third Troublesome Voyage ... o the Parts of Guinea, and te ey Indis
;3 n{u Yeeres 1567 and 1568 by M. John Hawkins,” in Richard Hakluyt, The P
iations, Voyagn Trfiques anl Disoveies of she English Natin (NGRUEREH
PP. 53-55. Spelling has been modemized.

T

ma
theit " i men an¢ i B
put 103 " hereupon considering the good success of this enterprise

mET, ¢ hel

5 Unequal Partnership Between Africans and Europeans 89
1 by other kings, his neighbors, desiring our aid, with
{Cssﬁa‘ oy many Negroes as by these wars might be obtained,
omis® {7 as of ours, should be at our pleasure; whereupon
of his Pto give aid, and sent 120 of our men, which the 15 of
Jted @ toWD of the Negroes of our ally’s adversaries, which
i nts, being very strongly impaled and fenced after
ginit8 7t it was SO well defended, that our men prevailed not,
et =g forty hurt: so that our men sent forthwith to me for
e el her the commodlity of our voyage, | went myself, and
ht hlgl], of the king of our side, assaulted the town, both by land
hardly with fire (their houses being covered with dry
he town, put the inhabitants to flight, where
& 250 persons, men, women, & c}{ildren, and by our friend the
we mof ur side, there were taken 600 prisoners, whereof we hoped to
ing o :r choice: but the Negro (in whose nation is seldom or never
I(‘;:: do truth) meant nothing ]cssf for that night he(removed his camp
nd prisoners, s that we were fain to content us with those few which

e had gotten ourselves.

furt

Im Jeaves) obtained t

Walter Rodney

The Unequal Partnership
Between Africans
and Europeans

During the next three hundred years,
in many ways. As the late West Indian
Europeans obtained slaves by trading rather th:

the Atlantic slave trade changed
historian Walter Rodney notes,
an raiding. But in this

1 Africans and Europeans” from How
101-106, 108109, 113. Copyright ©
arding, William Strickland, and
‘Company on behalf of Howard

ﬁ«;\mkodney, “The Unequal Partnership Betwee
he U ‘V;lldcydwveloped Africa, pp. 95-96, 98-100,
RnmeH_lTher Rodney. Copyright © 1981 by Vincent H
Umw; L rlz::nnled by permission of The Permissions
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1, published in 1972, Rodney also argues iy
= f;fd;.lfg relationship soon shifted in favor of thctEur b"‘%
trade caused Africa to .fu_ﬂ'er population lass, dej feaiiy op?n 3
from productive activities, undercut African mangfy e N

manafactured goods, and tied Africans into an infeet Wi
European capitalist economy that stifled their “Onomicrel'ﬁ%jﬁ
progress. Although Rodney notes that inany gy e a0d
during the era of the slave trade, he insists that th, Afy

g
2 ese
the Atlantic trade, not because of it. adv.,,ce‘

the

=
A

... Undoubtedly, with few exceptions such as Hawkip, E
purchased African captives on the coasts of Africa 3:d tl;:"l’%n],%
between themselves and Africans was a form of; trade, Itjs o e kan%
often a captive was sold and resold as he nade his wa 0 ke

g fr ;
the port of embarkation —and that too was a form O{h;x"‘e ﬂl:lc lnkﬁ:z
the whole, the process by which captives were obtaine, %

4 d on Afrigy,
not trade at all. It was through warfare, trickery, bandihy o 50y
When one tries to measure the effect of European s]a,,'e vl idnap,;
African continent, it is essential to realize that one js measuri "H€|0n 3
of social violence rather than trade in any normal sense of lhenvsm‘; ot

Many things remain uncertain about the slave trade I.nd‘
consequences for Africa, but the general picture ofdeslructiveng]:
is clear, and that destructiveness can be shown to be the logical
consequence of the manner of recruitment of captives in Africa,

African economic activity was affected both directly and indirectly

by population loss. For instance, when the inhabitants of 2 given ares
were reduced below a certain number jn an environment where
tsetse fly was present, the remaining few had to abandon the area. In
effect, enslavement was causing these people to lose their battleto
tame and harness nature—a battle which is at the basis of develop-
ment. Violence almost meant insecurity, The opportunity presentedy
European slave dealers became the major (though not the only) stimt-
lus for a great deal of social violence hetween different African con
munities and within any given community. It took the fom’ moreof

raiding and kidnaping than of regular warfare, and that fact incr
the element of fear and uncertainty. i

Both openly and by implication, all the European powef
the nineteenth century indicated their awareness of the fact i

rt i - rached L
hip Betweernt Africans and LUTOP!
s fri

1l Pa ner:

i i ith
et Y Jptives were inconsistent witl
i ith producing c']-p:\:t\fhen Britain in particular
nected V'I:S That was the :]“ ce and rubber and to grow
Eg:;ic e Jieckipalm P ‘;"slaves‘ and it was clear that
frica"® [ocvoﬂx ort in .pl;.we :nh that objective in Western,
oy jolently w“ﬂw‘l)l'}gm that date, Europeans accepted
was ) Africa LonE D involved. For example, in the
. elf-interest was Dutch actually discouraged
n thei” * portuguese and Duteh. e
fact WP tury, the FOT L ihey recognized that it wou
ot centh S Gold CoaSLH wever, by the end of that century,
w“:‘“ eo"wm‘ gold 0 B;)azil and the importance of gold
i iible disc d W;th'm the total Atlantic pattern,
Inpl‘d, ad hcc‘;\ﬁica was lessene rtant than gold, and Brazilian gold
sZ:PV 42 ‘;?:t)whydah (Dahomey) and Accra. At
o ere ca‘:lr:‘éermining the Gold Coast economy and
e offf“ slaving began lslave raiding and kidnaping made it unsafe
" Po'!:‘é c gold md'e h gold; and raiding for captives proved more
e and 0 travel w‘t gO Ye European on the scene noted that “as
mﬂﬁ‘::;le than gold %"mng. akr;s a native rich in a day, they therefore
X0 auding m: ) s
one ‘0"“"2;‘:‘::.}15 in war, robbery"and plunder than in their old
mf‘“‘::}diggi“g and collecting gold.” i
om
bm"re}je above changeover fr gold mining 700(5) a . ”mgWhen
ithin a period of a few years between 1 and 1710, .
P \‘1:{ Coast came to supply about five thousand to six thousane
o l(i;\,is per year. By the end of the eighteenth century, a much
Ez.'luel number of captives were exported fl'f)m the Colq Coast,
but the damage had already been done. It is worth noting ﬂ‘.\at
Europeans sought out different parts of West and4Central Africa
it different times to play the role of major supph.ers of slaves to
the Americas. This meant that virtually every section of the long
vestern coastline between the Senegal and Cunene rivers had at
leasta few years’ experience of intensive trade in slaves —with all its
tonsequences. Besides, in the history of eastern Nigeria, the Congo,
gonhem Angola, and Dahomey, there were periods extending over
cades when exports remained at an average of many thousands
P‘H year. Most of those areas were also relativel highly developed
vithin the Afy; YLy B
whose ¢ € Altican context. They were leading forces inside Africa,
Impm‘,e::rg'ES would otherwise have gone towards their own self-
entand the betterment of the continent as a whole.
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Apart from inventiveness, we must .
technology. Whena society for whatever r:alzzncﬁoln ;‘dF' the
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Preface

Since the first edition of this anthology appeared in 1994, the slave
trade from Africa to the Americas has continued to be a subject of lively
new research and reinterpretation. Recent studies have explored new
issues, proposed new answers to old questions, and provided the basis
for a much more precise understanding of this important and sensitive
subject. The third edition of The Atlantic Slave Trade brings together a
representative sample of this new scholarly writing by historians from
both sides of the Atlantic, including many that are new to this work.
It places the modern works in a larger historical context by including
some records from contemporary eyewitnesses, both black and white,
along with selections from influential older histories of the Atlantic
slave trade.

Part [ probes the reasons why Africans became the dominant labor
force for European settlers in some parts of the Americas. Part Il explores
the African systems that produced and managed the flow of slaves to the
coast, and Part I1I looks at the European voyages that carried these cap-
tives to the Americas. Parts IV and V present a sample of the interpreta-
tions that have been offered of the consequences of the slave trade in
Africa, in Europe, and in the Americas. Finally, Part VI examines the
forces that brought the trade to an end.

As a volume in the Problems in World History series, The Atlantic
Slave Trade treats a subject whose scope extends beyond the limits of any
single continent or nation. During the four centuries of the Atlantic
slave trade, Europeans (and European-Americans) transported Africans
to the Caribbean, South America, and North America, establishing
indelible links among these once separated lands. For this reason this
volume can be a useful addition to courses treating either global inter-
actions or the separate histories of the lands the slave trade affected.

ix
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Introduction

Slavery and the slave trade began long before the first enslaved Africans
crossed the Atlantic in the sixteenth century. Harvard sociologist
Orlando Patterson opens his great comparative study, Slavery and
Social Death, with the observation that slavery “has existed from before

the dawn of human society . . . in the most primitive societies and in
the most civilized. There is no region on earth that has not at some time
harbored the institution. Probably there is no group of people whose an-
cestors were not at one time slaves or slaveholders.” Even the plantation
system, so central to the slave experience in the Americas, first appeared
in the Mediterranean world. Prior to the fifteenth century, most enslaved
persons were not Africans.

Yet the Atlantic commerce in African slaves has attracted more
attention than any other slave trade because of the magnitude of its
historical legacies. First, it brought many millions of Africans to the
Americas (four times the number of European immigrants who settled
there down to about 1820), leaving a permanent cultural and genetic
imprint on many parts of the New World. Second, the creation of slave
Tabor systems in the New World was associated with the first phase of
European expansion and the rise of capitalism. Third, the end of the
slave trade was the subject of a massive abolitionist campaign that schol-
ars widely have seen as one of the great turning points in Western moral
consciousness. Finally, the Atlantic slave trade has been seen not only
as affecting Africa during the four centuries of its existence but also as
leading to the later European takeover of the continent and causing its
present-day underdevelopment.

African slaves played important roles in the conquest and economic
development of the Americas from the early days of Spanish coloniza-
tion. They were also the base upon which Portuguese Brazil became
the world’s major sugar producer in the early seventeenth century. How-
ever, the Atlantic slave trade’s greatest importance in the development
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David Eltis, Philip Morgan, and David Richardse,
Problems with the “Black Rice»
Thesis

The thesisabout “black rice” was roundly attacked by three distngy g
historians o the Atlantic: American historian Philip Morgan of ot
Hopkins University and two major compilers of the monumental slave gy
database (Part 3), David Eltisand David Richardson. As the selection ke
clear, they do not seek to return to a tradition that exaggerated Europegy
cultural contributions but insist that arguments about African contributios
must be consistent with the evidence and must employ sophisticated mog.
els of cultural migration.

Broadly speaking, two contrasting models dominate interpretations of
Atlantic history. One draws on Old World influences to explain the na-
ture of societies and cultures in the Americas, while the other assigns
primacy to the New World environment. One stresses continuities, the
other change. The polar extremes are persistence and transience, in-
heritance and experience. An emphasis on inheritance prioritizes the
cultural baggage that migrants brought with them, whereas a focus on
experience highlights the physical and social environments, such as
climate, natural resources, and settlement processes, that they encoun-

tered. In modem parlance, one approach focuses on folkways, the other
o..?ﬁo;_io.::n:: .

Atlantic Em.od has matured to the point where it needs to break
out of the straitjacket imposed by the two models that have dominated

David Elltis, Philip Morgan, and David Richardson,
History,” American Historical Review vol. 112, no, 5
1353-58. Reprinted by pem

Agency and Diaspora in Atlantic
 December 2007, pp. 1329-33,
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Moreoter, among communities of Maroon of runaway slaves,tiec gy
to have often become the major staple and assumed mv.an.u_ significay, e
Finally, putative parallels have emerged between rice cultivatioy, i
Afriea and its counterparts in the Americas. From land prepargyiqy
through sowing, weeding, irrigating, threshing, .:.___:_m, Winnowing, 4
cooking, Aftcan practices seemingly lefi a deep imprint on New Wyl
ways of growing and processing the crop.
* South Carolina . .. was the primary, but not the only, rice producey
in the Americas. By the late eighteenth century, northeastern Brazil ,
had become a significant center of slave-grown rice for export. There
were, then, two key nodal points for commercial rice production in
the eighteenth-century Americas, although one was much larger than
the other. . . .
[fthe association of black labor and rice growing now scems widely
accepted, the linkage between the rice-growing regions of Africa and
those in the Americas is actually tenuous. Such a connection rests on
some key claims, all related to flows of enslaved labor from parts of
Africa to the Americas. First, and most obvious, Africans from rice-
growing areas are said to have been either a significant minority or even
a majority of those slaves arriving in New World regions that special-
ized in rice. Planter preference is largely seen to have shaped slave ship-
ments, at least to those areas that cultivated rice commercially. Second,
Aftican agricultural expertise was highly gendered. In some places, rice
was solely a women's crop; in others—usually where more elaborate sys-
tems arose for irrigating rice, requiring ditching and banking—a com-
plex division of labor between men and women emerged; but in West
Africa, women selected and sowed the seed and later processed and
.noorna the cereal. Given female expertise, it is claimed, slaves arrivals
in South Carolina included a higher percentage of women than arriv-
als in the Caribbean, where sugar was the predominant crop. Third
female slaves bound for American rice-growing g
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tionately the largest share—just over half—of theiy slaves m.o,_ Prop,
Guinea. In short, parts of North America other than the _c:. Cven_
have as good or an even better claim to be linked to :nn;m&oﬁa.:.i
in Africa. In the first half of the eighteenth century, the WiNg areg,

2 : Telation, -
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Africans had a massive impact on the Atlantic world that y,
beyond lives of unrelenting labor on American Plantations, Like
grants, both coerced and free, they carried knowledge of hoy tol
cluding how to produce, that helped make the societies of the Americyg
different from those of both Europe and, indeed, Africa. In lowcoup.
try rice production, there is no question that some slaves introduced
into the Americas a distinctively African sowing style, Pressing a hole
with the heel and covering the rice seed with the foot; that they hang.
processed rice using an African-style mortar and pestle; and that they
fanned rice with African-style coiled grass baskets. As slaves planted,
hulled, and winnowed —accompanied by their distinctive songs—they
incorporated African folkways into their routines. But these “survivals”
do not amount to “an entire agricultural complex.”

Furthermore, a close look at the slave trade from an Atlantic per-
spective suggests no evidence that the rice culture of South Carolina,
Georgia, Amazonia, and Suriname was any more dependent on skills
imported from Africa than were its tobacco and sugar counterparts
in the Chesapeake, the Caribbean, and Brazil, The evolving trans-

atlantic connections, the age and sex composition of the slave trade,
the broad shifts over time in transatlantic slaving patterns, and the
structure of slave prices are all largely explained without reference
toa supposed desire on the Part of rice planters for slaves with rice-
growing expertise developed in Africa, Lowcountry rice cultivation
would have followed a similar trajectory if the slave trade had drawn
exclusively on Angola
_:.Evaz.:o:m such as those presented in Black Rice are drawn
by tracking migrants from one side of the Atlantic to the other, and
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Eric Williams

Slavery, Industrialization,
and Abolition

In his classic study Capitalism and Slavery, Eric Williams argues vigorously
that the industrial revolution in Britain was closely linked to profits from
the trade in African slaves. He includes jn his calculations revenues from
all parts of the “triangle trade” in the Atlantic—that is, from the trade of
goods to Africa, from the Middle Passage, and from the sugar production

in the Caribbean brought back to Europe. He further ties the British aboli-
tionist effort to the rise of the new industrial class.

Britain was accumulating great wealth from the triangular trade. The
increase of consumption goods called farth by that trade inevitably drew
in its train the development of the productive power of the country.
This industrial expansion required finarice. What man in the first three-
quarters of the eighteenth century was better able to afford the ready
capital than a West Indian sugar plantey or a Liverpool slave trader? . . .
[A]bsentee planters purchased land in England, where they were able
to use their wealth to finance the grea developments associated with
the Agricultural Revolution. .

- [T]he investment of profits from the
Eric Williams, “Economics, Not Racism, of Slavery,”
Slavery. Copyright © 1944 by the Unive D

ty of North Caroling P, .
Eric Williams. New introduction by Colin A. Palmer © 1994 b ﬂ_ﬂwﬂ.:m,_ﬂm&e_.ﬁw.ﬂ
Carolina Press. Reprinted by permission of the publisher, xém?_zx ,,_m G e
uncpress.unc.edu” tp:/www.
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In June, 1783, the Prime Minister, Lord North, complimey, 4 porta o arduous il to climbs been
the Quaker opponents of the slave trade on their humanity, but re, ed B i b -

e g ranks of the

from the

ted that its abolition was an impossibility, as the trade had becon,

necessary to almost every nation in Europe. Slave traders and s !Ac
planters rubbed their hands in glee. The West Indian colonies ool
still the darlings of the empire, the most precious jewels in the Britigh

diadem.
But the rumblings of the inevitable storm were audible for those

who had ears to hear. The year of Yorktown was the year of Watt’s sec.
ond patent, that for the rotary motion, w hich converted the steam en-
e of motive power and made industrial England, in

victory over the

gine into a sourc
Matthew Boulton'’s phrase, “steam-mill mad.” Rodney
French, which saved the sugar colonies, coincided with Watt’s utiliza-
tion of the expansive power of steam to obtain the double stroke for his
pistons. The peace treaty of 1783 was being signed while Henry Cort
was working on his puddling process which revolutionized the iron in-
dustry. The stage was st for that gigantic development of British capi-
talism which upset the political structure of the country in 1832 and
thereby made possible the attack on monopoly in general and West
Indian monopoly in particular. .

The attack on the West Indians was more than an attack on slav-

ery. It was an attack on monopoly. Their opponents were not only
the humanitarians but the capitalists. The reason for the attack was
not only that the West Indian economic system was vicious but that it
was also so unprofitable that for this reason alone its destruction was
inevitable. The agent for Jamaica complained in 1827 that “the cause
of the colonies altogether, but more especially that part of it which
touches upon property in slaves, is so unattractive to florid orators and
so unpopular with the public, that we have and must have very little
protection from Parliamentary speaking.” Hibbert was only half right
If West Indian slavery was detestable, West Indian monopoly was un-
popular, and the united odium of both was more than the colonies

could bear.
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monopoly. The abolitionists, significantly, concentrated their attack o,
the industrial centers.

The West Indian planters in the eighteenth century were b,
exporters of raw cotton and importers of cotton manufactures. In bog),
e et 1o we have scen they had become increasingly negligible. The
steam engine and the cotton gin changed Manchester’s indifference into
downright hostility. As early as 1788 Wilberforce exulted at the fact that
a liberal subscription towards abolition had been raised at Manchester,
“decply interested in the Afrcan frade.” Manchester was unrepresented
in the House of Commons before 1832, so its parliamentary denuncia-
tion of the West Indian system comes only after that date.

As carly as 1788 an abolition society was started in Birmingham and a
liberal subscription collected for the cause. In this society the ironmasters
were prominent. Three of the Lloyd family, with their banking interests as
well, were on the committee. The dominant figure, however, was Samuel
Garbett. Garbett was an outstanding figure of the Industrial Revolution,
more reminiscent of the twentieth than the eighteenth century. In his

breadth of vision, the scope of his activities, the multiplicity of his in-
terests, he reminds us of Samuel Touchet. Like Touchet a partner in
the spinning enterprise of Wyatt and Paul, Garbett was an associate of
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slaves. The territories that became part of the United States imported a
modest share of the slave trade (fewer than the small Caribbean island
of Barbados), but on the eve of emancipation, the United States had the
largest slave population the Western world had ever seen.

In the eighteenth century, slavery came under mounting attack by
philosophical and religious thinkers as well as by slave rebels. Antislavery
societies sprang up in many Western countries. Ironically, it was in
Great Britain, whose traders dominated the carrying of slaves across the
Atlantic, that the largest and most influential abolitionist movement
arose. Led by religious idealists—Quakers, Methodists, and evangelical
Anglicans—the British abolitionist movement also gained the support
of a new industrial middle class, whose members identified slavery with
the outmoded political economy of the old colonial system. For both
ethical and economic reasons, these people supported the abolition of
the slave trade as the first step toward ending slavery.

In 1808 a new law prohibited the participation of British subjects in the
Atlantic slave trade. The expiration that same year of a twenty-year ban writ-
ten into the Constitution permitted the U.S. Congress to enact similar leg-
islation with regard to American citizens. Other Wester nations followed
suit: the Netherlands in 1814, France in 1831, Spain (under great pressure
from Great Britain) in 1835, Portugal in 1846, and Brazil in 1850. Despite
these laws and the enforcement measures spearheaded by the British, the
Atlantic slave trade remained vigorous as long as a strong demand for slaves
existed. Only after slavery finally was outlawed in the United States, the
French and Dutch colonies, and the former Spanish colonies did the last
known slave ships make their crossings in 1867. Brazil and Cuba ended
slavery in 1886 and 1888.

For a long time the history of the slave trade was dominated by the
writings of the British abolitionists who gathered data on sailings, in-
terviewed sailors and captains in the British slaving ports, and encour-
aged participants and victims to publish accounts of their experiences.
Because their evidence faced close scrutiny from the vested interests in
Parliament who defended the slave trade, these abolitionist accounts
generally were highly accurate. However, because their intention
was not the objective analysis of the operations of the slave trade but
a propaganda campaign to move the hearts and minds of members of
Parliament and their constituents to end the trade, they concentrated on
incidents of such extreme inhumanity that even the most hardhearted
would be moved to act.
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The contradiction between the coerced labor used to produce
plantation products and the consumer demand that eventually elevated
Brilish respect for wage labor sheds a wholly new light on Drescher’s
dichotomy between the metropolis in the British Isles and the colo-
l]ifl] frontier in the Caribbean, Brazil, and the American South. It also
brings us back to Eric Williams. In a statement that he unfortunately

fails to develop, Eltis observes that

howe\,e,,

f_he important aspects of the relationship between capitalism and aboli-
tion that Eric Williams was searching for were, first, that British em-
ployers had less need for coercion by the second half of the eighteenth
century and that, second, both draconian vagrancy laws at home and

predial [plantation] slavery in the colonies were examples of coercion. In

the light of a. system that relied on voluntary labor to satisfy individual
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Alonso de Sandoval

Questioning Slavery’s Morality

Africans promoted abolitionism by the example of their sufferings, by par-
abolitionist movements, and by their rebellion. This essay by

a Jesuit priest caring for newly arrived slaves in South America shows how

e Jave trade troubled observers n the early 1600s and how difficult it was
to argue that slavery was immoral at that time. Father Alonso de Sandoval

did not challenge the teaching of church authorities on the legitimacy of
gavery, but his evidence and reflections speak for themselves.

ticipating in

The debate among scholars on how to justify the arduous and difficult
business of slavery has perplexed me for a long time. 1 could have given
up on explaining it and just ignored it in this book. However, I am de-
termined to discuss it, although 1 will leave the final justification of slav-
ery to legal and ecclesiastical authorities, especially the Jesuit Luis de
Molina, 1 will only mention here what I have learned after many years
of working in this ministry. The readers can formulate their own ideas
on the justice of this issue.

With regard to the blacks that come from Angola and so on, 1 have
[good] information. These slaves might also be enslaved unjustly. I received
aletter dated August 21, 1611, from Father Luis Brandsio, rector of the col
lege of our Company founded in San Pablo de Luanda, The lettr says

Your Reverence wrote to me to find out if the blacks who come

through Luanda to go on to Cartagena are justly enslaved. I do not

Alonso de Sandoval, Treatise o Slavery, ed. and trans. by Nie
e i 5 col ? 2
op. 50-56 Reprinted by penmision of ackettPublishing oo . :;{ff,‘;;:fj
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depending on what they have done in life. Servitude does not take
this away, and liberty does not guarantee it, because both have
the same importance to the Lord. There is no difference between
the merits of a slave who serves well and those of a freedman who
enjoys his liberty, because everyone should serve Christ. Servitude
can be glorious, because God bought all of us equally with the blood
of his holy son. Al faithful workers, black or white, free or enslaved,

have the same value.
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can and Foreign Anti-Slavery

One of Equiano’s friends, Ottobah Cugoano, a Fanti with the
English name of John Stuart, published in 1787 a book entitled
Thoughts and Sentiments o the Eils of Slavery. It included the
fiercest of denunciations of “abominable, mean, beastly, cruel, bloody
Javery carried on by the inhuman, barbarous Furopeans against the
poor unfortunate Black Africans,” “an injury and robbery contrary to
P Jaw, civilization, reason, justice, equity and charity.” Writing in a
Protestant country, the author appropriately insisted that “Protestants,
as they are called, are the most barbarous slave-holders, there are none
Scottish floggers and negroe-drivers, and the barbarous
» This book was rapidly translated into French and

can equal th
Dutch cruelt

appeared in Paris the following yez
Equiano and Cugoano were at once the intellectuals and the cam-

paigners within the new African diaspora. It is true that there is some
evidence that Cugoano’s book may be the product in part of hands
other than his own. One of them, indeed, may have been Equiano’s.
Two years later Equiano published a further book of his own which,

while still being very much a piece of anti-slavery literature, was more
aturally enthraling in being fist and foremost an account of his Iif
and adventures, including a quite lengthy d 'cnpt‘mn f 1 'L- \‘fh' can
iAo e o 1O Whink tha Eqiah did it it
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who specialize in African history, and it reflects the scholarly develop-
ments in that field. In addition, the end of colonial empires in Asia, Africa,
and the West Indies has generated a debate over the persistence of
Western economic imperialism and the role of the Atlantic slave trade
in the creation of underdevelopment and neocolonialism. Finally, his-
torians’ growing focus on the Atlantic as a proper area of study has led to
Jively debates about the contributions of enslaved Africans to the cultures
of the New World and the importance of slavery and the slave trade in the
development of Europe and the Americas.

In light of the complexities of the long history of the Atlantic slave
trade and of the questions asked by modern constituencies, it is not sur-
prising that many historical controversies remain unresolved. Still, the
readings in this volume document recent advances in knowledge about
the Atlantic slave trade and show how historical debates can refine our

understanding of important issues.
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The king maintained the utmost composure, paid respectful attention
while we spoke, and then answered calmly in his own defence. He
wished that he could do without slaves—it would be better for him;
but, as the country stood, that was impossible. He did not employ
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When the news of the Demerara revolt reached Englang i
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The period between 1824 and 1832 saw a stead ily widening gylf e
tween the metropolis—Colonial Office, public and even Parliamen;_
on the one hand, and the colonial plantocracies on the other. The
Emancipationists, gaining confidence, made the crucial transition from
gradualism to immediatism in May 1830, w hile, for their part, the colo-
nial slaves increasingly took advantage of developing conditions, Slas
unrest was wide-spread, almost endemic. Even in a non-plantation cof.

ony like the Bahamas, where the slaves were healthier, less hard worked
and less supervised than elsewhere, dissatisfactions with slavery fed on
rumours of imperial change. For example, the largest holding of Baha.
mian slaves, Lord Rolle’s in Exuma Island, fearing a transfer to Trinidad
and loss of their lifestle, rose up early in 1830. A group of forty-four
led by one Pompey, scized their master’s boat and sailed to Nassau to
lay their case before a governor, Carichacl Smyth, who enjoyed an
exaggerated reputation for favouring slaves over their masters—being
flogged for their rebellion but at least ensuring that they would not be
moved from their island home,

Fittingly, though, it was in Jamaica—the richest and most populous
plantation colony, with the harshest regime and most turbulent history
of slave resistance—that the climactic and largest ever British slave re-
volt erupted around Christmas 1831. Jamaica was also the colony in
which Christianity had most firmly taken root, a development that the
planters regarded as chancy at best, highly dangerous at worst. Cautious
proselytising by the established church or by the more “respectable”
and regime-supporting sects—such as Moravians or Methodists—
might usefully socialise the slaves, Yet the most ardent converts were

the followers of “Native Baptist” preachers, who had originally come
to Jamaica with the Loyalists in the 17805, more than twenty-five years
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