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arning Outcomes

reading this issue, you will be able to:

erstand the criteria established for the granting of citizenship to children of undocumented
grants.

tify and explain significant American values that are supportive of granting birthright citizenship.

rehend and explain why a critical examination of the Fourteenth Amendment is crucial to the

ion of this issue.
tand how both Foner and Will employ the U.S. Constitution and the law to support their ideas.

and birthright citizenship within the context of the larger current immigration issue.

ISSUE SUMMARY

University, Eric Foner examines the legal and constitutional

: istory at Columbia
shed professor of history hat this right illuminates the strength of American society.

ting birthright citizenship and argues t
mnist and commentator, George F. Will is trou_bled bj.: the facile tendency to
sl ;m;ﬁpe:;ﬂ‘; children of undocumented immigrants. He views this practice as reflecting
i the;;!ill of Rights and the Fourteenth Amendment. He vigorously opposes this policy.
measure that would provide a pathway to citizenship for
: aign inten- those who complete a college degree or serve in the mili-
tial elec:iﬂn C;“LI; ig;;ue that tary, has added to the controversy.
licy looms arge_rhis development The legislative initiatives that have been passed in
ome in key states. within the elec- states mentioned above have generated significant social
oth of Latinos Colorado, New protest and a test of the constitutionality of such laws
ates such as Texas, others. Several that is pending within the U.S. Supreme Court. This issue
California, au:m'.!l’lf1 Georgla, have and related concerns have tended to resurface at various
a, Alabama, an s as'draco' times throughout American history. For example, it was
s of immigration A major issue during the early 1920s and in response the
The failure tof;;szlie; Tinors), a  nation passed several anti-immigration statues such as the
‘education,






