Taking Sides: Race and Ethnicity
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Immigration Act of 1921. America’s engagement of these
issues often occurs during periods of national distress, The
current economic crisis and the fears engendered by the
challenges to homeland security, be they real or imagined,
inform the current debate. Unfortunately, the discussion
of such issues is often attended by references that reflect
racism and nativist bias.

Eric Foner, a historian and civil rights expert, is a
strong proponent of birthright citizenship. He believes
that all children born in the United States, regardless of
the status of their parents, should be granted this consti-
tutional right. Foner reviews relevant constitutional and
legal support for birthright citizenship and finds that this
policy is firmly grounded in the law. To Foner, birthright
citizenship is supported by the Equal Protection clause
of the Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution,.
Further, he states that “the Supreme Court has consist-
ently ruled that birthright citizenship applies to every
American-born child and equal protection of the laws to
citizens and noncitizens alike.”
~ Professor Foner believes that the willingness of America
to accept and assimilate immigrants is a positive testament
- ding the nation’s culture and values. He also embraces
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of our social welfare system. He is likely to agree with those
who view immigrants as a source of cultural degradation,
crime, drug abuse, and other social problems,

The United States continues to be challenge:f by
issues of multiculturalism and diversity, including immi-
gration and birthright citizenship. These challenges and
the ensuing conflicts that they generate continue to exist
despite the fact that the United States is increasingly a
tiethnic, multiracial nation. Demographers antici
by 2042 people of color collectively will comprise a
ity of the population of the United States. Los
has already crossed this threshold. These chan
graphics within the American population pose
challenges for the nation’s future.
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