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IWew York—For almost 150 years Americans have
pelieved that anyone born here, whatever his or her ori-
, can be a good citizen. There is no reason to believe
children of illegal immigrants are any different.
Congress should think long and hard before tampering
this essential American principle embodied in the 14th
t. Approved by Congress in 1866 at the outset
struction and ratified two years later, the amend-
t establishes the principle of birthright citizenship.
| minor exceptions, all persons born in this country are
citizens, whatever the status of their parents.
al senators and conservative political commen-
ow demanding that the amendment be reinter-
vritten so as to exclude the children of illegal
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Not until 1924 was the Border Patrol established
in connection with the law setting nationality quotas fo'[
immigration. Initially, its purpose was to keep “undesis-
able” Europeans—Italians, Greeks, and other southern
Europeans—from sneaking across the Mexican border,

Until 1965, there were no numerical limits on immi-
gration from countries in the Western Hemisphere, so
the issue of illegal Mexican immigrants, which so alarms
today’s critics of the 14th Amendment, didn't arise.

The closest analogy in 1866 to today’s illegal aliens
were immigrants from Asia. The Chinese aroused consid-
erable hostility among white Americans, especially on the
West Coast, and with an eye on congressional elections,
the amendment’s opponents charged that it would make
citizens of Chinese children born in this country. The
amendment’s authors didn’t retreat in the face of blatant
racism. They chose their words carefully; when they wrote
“all persons,” they meant it.
~ The Supreme Court has consistently ruled that birth-
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