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Taking Sides: Race and Ethnicity

reform of 1965 did Asians

; . achieve the same status as other
Immigrants,

. The 14th Amendment made the Constitution what
it is today: a document that guarantees the equal rights of
all Americans and to which individuals and groups who
feel they are being denied €quality can appeal. As the 19th
century Republican editor George William Curtis wrote, it

was part of a process that changed the government from
one “for white men” to one “for mankind.”

Adopted as part of the effort to purge the nation of
the legacy of slavery, birthright citizenship remains an
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