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From a drinking song to a national anthem, this is the first intriguing bit about "The Star-Spangled Banner". Before reading the history of this popular song that is sung on national sports and patriotic events, I only enjoyed the melody and the heroic lyrics. Most Americans hardly know the whole anthem. The first verse that preaches hope is the most popular. After reading the history behind the song, it is clear that the transition from a drinking song arose after the author of the song witnessed the Battle of Baltimore at the port of Fort Henry. It is an expression of the patriotic feelings of the author and delight that the freedom from the tyranny of the British was finally close. 
 The second to the fourth stanzas are less popular since the first is the one that is most national events. I have personally not given much attention to these stanzas. However, on reading its history, what comes to mind is a great appreciation of the land, the scenery and how far we have come from as a nation. However, the third verse stirs some challenging thoughts. Unless one understands the context of the song, the language is a bit archaic. Initially, I only thought that stanza was a celebration because the foe lost , but there is more to the song. Firstly, the lyrics portray that the persona is celebrating the murder of fellow countrymen. Why would such a song then get the honor of being a national anthem? From the historical context of the song, the author is narrating the consequences of disloyalty to one's country. Nevertheless, it got me questioning, "What kind of a person was the author?" The final answer to this is that the author, Key, was a supporter of slavery. He feels the blacks in the British army are ungrateful and deserve death for standing against the US. (Madriaga, pg. 67)The last stanza sums up everything and clearly, it's a triumphant song and an expression of hope even at the worst of times," And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave,O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave!"
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