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Question 1: Why are the results of the junior hockey team semifinals tournament so important to Bear town?  What would winning remind the rest of the country?
The results of the junior hockey team tournament are very significant to bear town since it is a hockey town that has embedded hockey so deep in its heritage that they have gone as far as identifying hockey with the failure or success of the town. However, it has been so long since Bear town won anything. With the junior hockey team semifinals, they have a chance to play against the best team, one they had gone up against before and failed, becoming the second-best countrywide. This time around, the junior team had a short of winning due to their team leader Kevin Erdahl. A victory by these junior athletes would result in a sizeable economic reversal and unite the town through community loyalty and cohesion for the first time in years and revive the dreams and hopes of the town.
The junior hockey team winning the tournament would remind the rest of the country that Bear town was still in existence despite numerous statements by people that it was finished. It would also remind them that bear town was a hockey town. Bear town had a history of hockey excellence that it had not lived up to over the last decade, and as such, a win would be a great comeback.

Question 2: What is the common assumption about the role of women in Bear town?
Clear gender roles govern  Bear town. The expectation of women is for them to raise children from home and to teach the next generation of women to adhere to the same roles.  Schoolgirls, on the other hand, are to be moderately smart and avail their bodies to the male gender without getting attached emotionally and always to remember that sports are superior to them. We can see these when Maya, a schoolgirl, is raped by Kevin Erdahl, a star hockey player, and reports it. Kevin is arrested and ends up missing the team semifinals resulting in bear town losing the game. Instead of supporting the victim, Maya, she is instead subjected to hostile treatment. Peers post horrible remarks about her on social media; adults fail to defend her and instead discredit her; she is hit with a bottle of milk by a female student at school; someone throws a stone through her window, and another scrambles a sexiest curse on her locker.  When Amat is against Kevin in support of Maya, he is beaten up by his hockey teammates. The case against Kevin is thrown-out due to insufficient evidence, and he even continues with his hockey career elsewhere. However, the assumption about women starts to change when Sune helps Benji and his friends start a Girl’s Hockey team at the end of the season.
Question 3: Why is Sune so afraid to move the younger boys up to play with the older boys?  What happened with Robbie Holts that makes Sune reluctant to move a player up a level?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sune is afraid to move the younger boys up since he believes they lack the required level of maturity to play with the older boys and that hockey is more than "boys who never lose." Robbie Holts was a cautionary tale to Sune. He was an old hockey paler who was once as promising as Kevin Erdahl. However, he advanced to play for the professional team too early and couldn’t handle it. These resulted in him leaving hockey. He landed a job at a factory but was fired due to his drinking. Now, due to the bitterness from his failed hockey career, he spends all his time drinking cheap Bear in a pub. These to Sune was evidence that the line between failure and success was too thin.
Question 4: Explain the dynamics of the Erdahl family. What is the norm of the family?  In addition to the pressure placed on him by his parents, what other weight does Kevin have on his shoulders?
Kevin Erdahl is a seventeen-year-old boy with an obsession with perfection in hockey. His parents are wealthy and expect so much from him. They support the hockey team financially but do not support him personally. He yearns for their attention; his father, however, is focused on teaching lessons, maintaining his business, and analyzing the stats of Kevin’s hockey games, which he rarely attends. On the other hand, his mother supports all his father’s decisions. Kevin is bright and regularly tops his history class. Whenever he reports this, instead of congratulating him, his father dwells on the questions he didn't get right. In other words, perfection is not a goal in the Erdahl family; it's the norm.

In addition to the pressure from his parents, Kevin is the best player bear town has seen in decades; therefore, the team's success largely depends on his performance. Additionally, Bear tow’s hockey club wants to advance him to the professional team; he has also received inquiries from NHL and many offers from bigger clubs.





