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Beowulf is one of the compilations of literature compilation that is written in the old literature form. It is a long story that is told in the form of a poem. Being one of the most read classical works that are a form of heroic writing, it has been able to define and describe various themes across all the poem lines. One of the themes in the poem is the understanding of good and evil in society. Through the actions and words associated with various characters in the poem, such as Grendel and Hrothgar, readers can have a different opinion about the representation of good and evil in society. The poem's main subject is about the challenges and struggles that Beowulf undergoes both in her young and old age. This essay aims to understand the concept of good and evil, as represented in the poem through various characters. Although Beowulf is considered a suitable illustration of good deeds, he is surrounded by other characters whose relationship shows evil.  
Grendel is presented as the best illustration of evil in the epic through his association with evil's historical and mythical origin. He is being fought by Beowulf, who seeks to put to the end the evil activities in the society. Grendel is regarded as a descendant of Cain, who, according to the epic, had been banished by God because of killing his brother, and this became his first association with evil. Being a descendant of Cain, evil becomes part of him and is further reflected through his actions throughout the poem. He fails to fight honorably until the point where he is confronted by Beowulf ( line 43-48 page 25). This defines evil as being perpetuated from one generation to another, and evil people have evil spirits driving to engaging in the wrong activities such as killing or cheating in business. Evil is also when individuals fail to use the legal and agreed principles in the society and instead live according to their accord. Grendel, therefore, is considered to be the embodiment of evil in society.  
Beowulf is presented in the poem as the custodian of goodness through his quest to fight against the monsters threatening the safety and survival of human beings. Through his actions and beliefs, we can reflect upon our actions to weigh how much we seek good deeds from evil deeds. At no point in the poem, he is observed to have fought or attacked fellow human beings. Although he argues with other human beings at some points, his priority is to fight the monsters that threaten the life of humanity. Seeking to sacrifice ourselves to save other people is one of the rare opportunities to demonstrate good deeds towards fellow human beings (lines 114-116 page 23). Therefore, goodness is the rare occasion where one decides to risk their well-being for the sake of others who may need assistance. Beowulf is presented as the only candidate capable of being good because of selflessness.
Evil is, therefore, characterized by self-interest and individualism. In contrast, the good deeds aim to reduce the suffering of others even when it means putting the life of yourself at risk. The two characters show that there is human value in living for others' benefit and in recognizing that our actions may result in either suffering or joy to the other group of people. Grendel's mother is as evil as her son because she also does not fight fairy and is willing to see other people suffer and still doing nothing. Evil is perpetuated for personal benefits that are inconsiderate of the welfare of other people in society. Good and evil are not usually judged from the individual's appearance but instead, their actions and decisions. Becoming concerned about neighbors, colleagues, and relatives is the first step towards becoming a good person.

