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Jane Smiley starts off by letting us know a little about Toni Morrison’s upfront and informative style and how there was a lot of political conflict in her works, with this novel being no different and the main characters being former slaves. Smiley goes into a little more detail about Morrison’s style in saying “Especially worth noting is Morrison's style, which is graphic, evocative and unwhite without veering toward dialect. Even though Morrison rejects realism, using a heightened diction and a lyrical narrative method returning again and again to images and events and adding to them so they are more and more fully described, the reader never doubts the reality of what Morrison reports.” She also informs us upon the fact that this novel isn’t as easy to read to a novel like To Kill a Mockingbird, and then goes into the plot a little bit. Starting off with Sethe, who is the protagonist who is in her thirties living with her eighteen-year-old daughter. Here’s where it really gets crazy. They live in a haunted house in Denver with an unfriendly ghost. Smiley goes into detail about the nature of the dealings with the ghost and how one of the former slaves named Paul performed an exorcism that wasn’t particularly successful. With the explained imagery and detail that Smiley portrays Morrison to use, this seems to be a good read. 

