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Here, James Wood discusses Marilynne Robinson’s Gilead, which is essentially a pious novel about a pastor who is also the narrator named John Ames. Wood begins by discussing the letter that Ames writes to his seven-year-old son, which is fascinating because Ames is 76 years old with a much younger wife. Wood says, “This novel is that letter, set down in the easy, discontinuous form of a diary, mixing long and short entries, reminiscences, moral advice and so on.”, which gives you the tone that Ames wants conveyed. This draws the reader to form a relationship with Ames and kind of become attached to him because of his personality. However, this does not mean that he does not have a life that meets more than the eye. This means that, actually Wood says “But while John Ames may be a good man, he is not an uninteresting one, and he has a real tale to tell. His grandfather, also named John Ames and a preacher, came out to Kansas from Maine in the 1830's and ended up fighting on the Union side in the Civil War.” This is only a small sample of things that tap into Ames’ life. Ames has a disease that he does not want to die from which is why he is even writing the letter to his son in the first place. He began not wanting to die but as the novel gradually progressed, he became content with the life that he lived and tried to live his last days to the fullest. Wood did a great job with portraying Ames’ life.



