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In this article, Clint Smith discusses how Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man is a novel that is simply timeless. I say this in the notion that the things that were happening in the novel are still happening in 2019. Smith, a former high school teacher in Prince George’s County Maryland says that in 2012 when Trayvon Martin was killed by George Zimmerman, he said “Martin’s death made the dream of such an escapism seem impossible and irrelevant.”. As opposed to the usual place of solace that his classes usually bring. He then quickly switches back to Ellison’s Invisible Man  where he eludes to the prologue and one part that stood out to hum which read, “I am invisible, understand, simply because people refuse to see me,” , this is very deep because there are some people in our country back then, and still today that often wish they were invisible. Smith then relates the Invisible Man to a former female student of his who is in the country undocumented. She texts smith saying “I know I wasn’t born here, but this has become my country. I’ve been here for so long, with a lot of shame, I don’t even know my own country’s history, but I know plenty of this one.” This student is one who wanted to become invisible in a country that she knows as home just because Donald Trump had become president and implemented all types of immigrant reform. I believe that it is safe to say that Ellison’s Invisible Man is and will forever be a work of art.
