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Portrait of an Elder[image: ]
The person that I have selected is my Grandma Rose Beck. She is my grandma on my father's side. She was 73 years old when she passed away. I am not close to most of my family, so this is pretty much the only person that I could choose and at least get some answers about. From what my parents tell me, I was very close to her when I was younger, but as she got older and started to have more and more health problems, I didn't stay over as much. With me being so young, the type of health issues that she had, it sometimes scared me to go over to her house. Years after, I was a teenager, and I spent most of my time with friends, school, and basketball. It is a struggle picking 5 people to interview only because I am not so close with my family. I only have 1 older person over 65 to interview, which is my grandmother (Marionetta) on my mom’s side. 
The two middle-aged people will be both of my parents (Tony & Monique); They are older than 45.  As far as picking a peer, none of my friends have ever met her, nor do they know her, so I will have to go with my older sister (Brittany). My parents and my sister should have answers to all of the questions I have sent them.  I will be connecting them via email and facetime calls. I plan on recording our facetime calls so that I make sure I have all of their responses. My grandma will be a little harder to get in touch with. She does not have an iPhone nor any email address that I can contact her with. It is hard to get in touch with her through text and over the phone. Hopefully, I can find a way to get in touch with her because I am really interested in her insight on things if she has any. 


                                                                      Biography 
Rose Smith was a mother, grandmother, and wife who dedicated her life to helping and loving her family. She was a spunky little woman who made everyone laugh and smiles when in her presence. We called her "Dell." Why? I do not know, but we should have called her Muhammad Ali because she was so fiery. As you know, Rose departed her life on September 7, 2018, at the age of 73, leaving behind three sons, three grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and four siblings. Rose was born and raised in Oglethorpe County by her dad, who was forced to raise Rose and her siblings practically alone due to their mom's declining health issues.  Rose was forced to be a leader amongst her siblings at a young age and had to help raise them. She had to work and go to school, go home, washcloths, and cook while her dad worked. Rose was like the house's mother. Even though she did not want to be in that role, she embraced it. Her childhood was far from being fun and carefree like most kids, and at times she resented how her childhood was taken from her.
Rose went to Athens High School and then onto Athens Technical School, where she studied childhood studies and later went back to school for Culinary studies. She then worked as the head cook at a local sorority house, where she worked for over 20 years.  I can say about my grandmother that she was a gifted cook, and I really miss her cooking. Sundays at her house consisted of fried chicken, turnip greens, macaroni and cheese, fried green tomatoes, cornbread, and her famous sweet potato pie. I am thankful for the time I spent in the kitchen with my grandmother while she told me scary stories, and we cooked some delicious foods. Even though we had little time together, I will never forget those moments we had. I am also thankful that she taught our family how to cook; now, my mom has passed it down to me, and now I love cooking!
Later in Rose's life, after she retired, her health deteriorated from a brain tumor that caused multiple strokes. She fought as long as she could, surgeries, rehab but ultimate, she was tired and could no longer hold on. I can remember my dad receiving the call while he was visiting me in Charleston one weekend. They didn't tell me at the time because I was going through a lot mentally trying to juggle school and athletics. They told him on the phone that she was not expected to make it during the night. Even though it was unexpected at the moment, he already knew that her time was coming soon. She had been struggling for so long, and she was getting worse instead of better. She had stopped eating and really did not know who we were anymore. When her health declined, both of her other sons remained home to take care of her, which pretty much put their lives on hold. She required as much help as possible because eventually, she wasn't really able to do much independently. My father was a busy working man trying to take care of his family, but he would often stop over after work to check on her and help her out with things.
                             		   Mom (Monique) interview
       Interviewer:  What is your earliest memory of this person?
Mom (Monique): “My earlier memory of Rose was in my 7th grade year of middle school. She would bring Tony lunch every day. I was his girlfriend so she would bring me lunch also. When I say, the food was so good.  Rose was always nice to me  and treated me like her daughter always.”
        Interviewer:  What do you remember the most about her?
Mom (Monique): "What I remember about her was how sweet and kind she was, but she was also feisty. She was the type of person that would give you the clothes off her back but don't make her mad. I remember one time we were shopping and this lady fell to the ground and said that I pushed her down. Well, first of all, I would never push an elderly lady, but it was clearly an accident. I tripped and fell into her, apologizing, but this lady wanted to make a big scene, yelling, crying, and saying that I pushed her down and that she was hurt. That lady called the police, 		      and there I was, 18 years old, accused of hurting someone. I was scared, but 			     Rose stood up for me. She explained to the police officer that I did not push her and that it was all an accident. Well, this lady pitched such a fit that the cop wrote a citation, and we had to go to court. Long story short, the case was thrown 	out, but I must say I would not have been able to handle that situation if it had not been for Rose."
       Interviewer: Can you describe some times when you were with her? What did you do together? What did you talk about?
Mom (Monique): "What I remember Rose and I are doing together is every Christmas we would pull out all her ceramic houses and decorate her living room with all kinds of statues. We would talk about what else she wanted to add to the collection, and we would plan a day of shopping."
        Interviewer:  When was the last time you saw her? Where were you? What did you say?
Mom (Monique): “The last time I saw Rose was while she was sick about a month before she passed away. I combed her hair, and I helped out around the house. She really could not talk at that time, but I could tell she knew I was there. I would talk to her and tell her that I loved her. It made me sad to see her in that condition, and I felt bad that I did not see her or talk to her as much as I should have over the years. Rose is greatly missed." 
       Interviewer:   How would you describe her defining qualities?
Mom (Monique): Funny- She would make me laugh every time I would talk to her or if I was around her. She was naturally a funny person. Loving-she treated me like a daughter at 14 and became my mother in law, and she loved our kids even more. Generous-She would feed people that did not have food or money to buy food. She also allowed family members to live with her during hard times Brave-As I mentioned before, she stood up for me when I was afraid of standing up for myself. Strong-Rose had to help raise her siblings by cooking and cleaning, and going to school.
      Interviewer:   What was her significance to the family? What do you miss the most about her?
Mom (Monique): "Her significance to the family as she was the backbone; she brought us all together every holiday, which was all about family, love, and laughter. What I miss the most is her smile and how she made me feel when I would see her. I also miss her cooking, she was a chef, and she prepared Sunday meals for us all the time. Those meals brought the family closer, and since she passed away, there have not been any Sunday dinners, holiday dinners, which is sad. I miss her presence."
Dad (Tony) interview 
        Interviewer: What is your earliest memory of Rose?
        Dad (Tony):  I remember going to work with her during the summer months. She was a chef,     and I would help her cook, and in the process of that, I learned how to cook at an early age.
       Interviewer: What do you remember the most about her?
        Dad (Tony): She was very kind-hearted and would help anyone with any needs. She was very family-oriented, and she looked forward to every 4th of July when all her siblings, their kids, and grandkids would come to her house every year to celebrate for at least 35 years.
       Interviewer: Can you describe some times when you were with her? What did you do together? What did you talk about?
        Dad (Tony): Every year we would watch the Christmas series, Santa Clause coming to town,  Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, Frosty the snowman, and Charlie Brown. We would talk about what I did right or wrong for that year and what I needed to improve on school, behavior, and church.  She would always tell me that I was a good kid and that I did not worry about her.
      Interviewer: When was the last time you saw her? Where were you? What did you say? 
       Dad (Tony):  The last time I saw Rose was 2 days before she passed away. I went to her house to see her, and I told her I loved her before leaving.
       Interviewer: How would you describe her defining qualities?
       Dad (Tony): Honest-she would tell you what she thinks regardless. Loving-she would love you, unconditionally. Hardworking-had 2 jobs for over 30 years. Strong-she would never let bad times get her down.
      Interviewer: What was her significance to the family? What do you miss the most about her?
      Dad (Tony):  She was the leader of 6 brothers and 4 sisters. They all valued her advice, and she held the family together. What I miss the most was the love and respect she showed me. She made me feel good when she would tell me how proud she was of me.
      Sister Interview (Brittany)
Interviewer: What is your earliest memory of this person?
Sister: When I was young, I would always stay at her house and did not want leave. My grandmother's earliest memory is letting me get away with anything and would get mad at anyone who had something to say about it.
Interviewer: What do you remember the most about her?
            Sister: The most I remember about her is cooking anything I asked for and telling me funny stories about her past that were so vibrant I felt like I was in the story as well.
Interviewer: Can you describe some times when you were with her? What did you do together? What did you talk about? 
           Sister: When I was with her, we would go shopping, talk about past and present life stories, which I loved because it showed me a different side of how things used to be versus how they were at that time. She treated me as if I was her child, so I was always under her and always felt happy and excited to be with her.
Interviewer:   When was the last time you saw her? Where were you? What did you say?
          Sister:   The last time I saw her was at her funeral. I can't begin to explain the hurt that was for me. Before she passed, the last time I saw her was at the hospital when she was sick. She wasn't really able to recognize people, but my heart melted when she smiled at me that day.
Interviewer:   How would you describe her defining qualities?
             Sister: Caring- She was always caring and nurturing to me, never lifted a voice me but would explain things to me to understand my rights from wrongs. She was also caring to others and would always be there in a time of need. Feisty/Brave/Strong- To be so small, she was never scared of anything and would always face her challenges with a smile on her face. She was one of the strongest people I know.
 Interviewer: What was her significance to the family? What do you miss the most about her?
            Sister: Her significance to the family was to bring the whole family together to celebrate being family. Every holiday everyone in our family would join together at her house with lots of hugs, food, music, and laughter—my favorite times of the year. I miss the togetherness that she brought and the millions of times she would make me laugh from her stories. I also miss her smile/laugh and the good food she would cook for us every holiday.
Maine (Sister’s husband)
Interviewer: What is your earliest memory of this person?
         Maine:  My earliest memory of Ms. Rose was 2018 when I first started dating Brittany, and she wanted me to meet her one Sunday for dinner. Rose was not feeling that well, but she wanted to cook for us anyway. While we ate dinner, she told stories about her childhood. She told the story of how she had to cook and clean for her siblings, how she learned how to cook. Her mom was deadly ill, and her dad had to work to take care of all the kids. She said it was so hard during her childhood with so much on her shoulders. She also said it did not matter because she loved her family so much that she would sacrifice her freedom to make sure they were good.
 Interviewer: What do you remember the most about her?
         Maine:  I don't have a lot to remember because I only met her a few times but what I can say is she welcomes me to the family, and she piled my plate we food and sent me away with a plate full of caramel cake.
 Interviewer: Can you describe some times when you were with her? What did you do together? What did you talk about? 
          Maine: When I visited with Brittany, she questioned me about how I felt about Brittany. She was straightforward in telling me that Brittany was like her daughter and that I better take care of her. She told me I better not mess over her or hurt her. While we talked, we walked around outside where her garden was while she asked about my family, she asked me what kind of job I have and if I had enough money to take care of her. She was nice, but I was scared of her, to be honest, after all the questions.
 Interviewer: When was the last time you saw her? Where were you? What did you say?
          Maine:   The last time I saw her alive was when she was in the hospital during a sick spell, but the very last time was at her funeral. When I went to the hospital with Brittany, I really did not say much because I did not really know what to say. I was there to comfort Brittany, who was crying when she saw her lying in the hospital bed so sick.
 Interviewer: How would you describe her defining qualities?
          Maine:  	Straight forward-She told me that I better take care of her granddaughter, or she would come after me. She laughed when she told me that, but she was dead serious.  She told me she had a black belt in karate, and I was thinking to myself, "why is she saying that to me?" Fiery- She had a vibrant personality, and it was clear to me that she was the family leader. She told them how to set up the tables, who needed to go to the store to pick up more supplies, who should be cooking on the grill, and who should be helping her in the kitchen. Particular- she wanted things her way or no way, and everyone around her respected what she said to do.
 Interviewer: What was her significance to the family? What do you miss the most about her?
          Maine:	From what I could see, Rose held the family together. Brittany said things are not the same since she passed away. I miss those Sunday dinners, hanging out with the family, eating, drinking, and playing horseshoes or cards. We would stay up all night cooking the hog on a pit outside and tell stories all night. Just good clean fun. I miss that so much.
[bookmark: _Hlk57751045]Grandma (Marionetta) Interview
[bookmark: _Hlk57751102] Interviewer: What is your earliest memory of this person?
     Grandma: My earliest memory of Rose was when my daughter married her son at the wedding. I had heard about her, but that was my first time meeting her. After that, I would go to some of the family barbecues, and we would see each other then. I remember how she would pack food on my plate and make take out plates to go for me to take home. 
Interviewer: What do you remember the most about her?
Grandma: What I remember the most about her was how nice she was and how she made me feel at home when I would visit. I remember how she would pack food on my plate and make take out plates to go for me to take home. 
Interviewer: Can you describe some times when you were with her? What did you do together? What did you talk about?
Grandma: The wedding was at her home so we spent a lot of time getting things ready for the wedding.  The week of the wedding we prepped the food the night before. We organized the tables and tents in the yard, decorations and I ran errands for her when I was able to. 
Interviewer: When was the last time you saw her? Where were you? What did you say?
Grandma: The last time I saw Rose was 4 years ago at the annual 4th of July cookout at her house. She was able to walk around but was not able to do a lot. She was not able to prepare the food as she would normally do. I told her that I would help her get the food ready while she rested. Other family members brought food in and some of them cooked all night so we would have enough for everyone.  I told her that the food would be good but not as good as her food.                                                        
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