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Abstract 
This paper explores two published articles that highlight issues on the cost of education in the USA and the major issues facing the 21st century. The young students in the colleges are the future of the nation because they will step into the leadership positions when their time comes. It is therefore important to highlight the various challenges they undergo when receiving higher education and the challenges they will encounter when they will step into the real world. the article “A message to the 21st century” highlights the speech made by Isaiah Berlin on the challenges he had encountered in his life, the lessons he had learned and the advice he was giving the 21st century generation based on his experience. “Today’s children are paying more for less” depicts various challenges the young generation faces when receiving higher education and how best to solve them in order to make the learning experience more effective. The paper also includes two more articles that are in relation to this topic. 












Education in the Past, Present and the Future
Berlin’s article, A Message to the 21st Century challenges the idea of common philosophy and the thought that it could arrive us into the ideal truth or the true meaning of life. Challenging the idea questions of human life, Berlin, asserts that we must measure, bargain and compromise what we all what we all believed or ever wanted in life (Isaiah, 2014). He also says that collision of values is inevitable in the course of life. On the other hand, Wittner in his article Today’s College Students Are Paying More for Less, he laments how education in the higher learning has deteriorated in the United States over the years making education in the United State almost impractical (Wittner, 2018). The purpose of this journal is to analyses these two articles and include two more scholarly articles and makes meaning of the role of education in the past, present and the future. 
According to Isaiah (2014), the collision among multiple ideas is inevitable. He says that he is an old man and he has lived through almost the entire century and this implies that he has seen and observed a lot of things. He states that the value of education should be in such a way that students can learn the true values of life; how to measure, weigh, bargain, compromise and prevent crushing of one form of life by its rivals. In addition, he states that there are ideas that sound great independently but cannot be exercised together and yield desirable results. He gives an idea of equality and liberty where he states that the two cannot coexist. For one to thrive, one has to subsidize. Similarly, the cost of university cannot be high and we still expect the future goals of the nation to come to realization. If the burden of the cost of college education lies solely on the college students, the future of the nation is at risk. The cost of education has to be subsidized in order to make it affordable to many young students. Students from different background help each other see and understand the world differently because of the different ideas they have about life. The high cost of education has made this impossible because many students cannot afford it. A study reveals the average cost for a single student for the 2016-2017 school year is $20,090 (Mutas 2017).
To many people, college education is the stepping stone from poverty to prosperity because they believe that the quality education offered in colleges is an assurance of a well-paying job. There was a sharp increase in the cost where it shot up by 1,129% (Wittner, 2018) implying that the quality of education has improved. This however is not the case because the education being offered in colleges is mediocre compared to the cost incurred. Many students in colleges are taught in the large hall while a student to instructor interaction is limited due to the large student population. They have limited access to the faculty members as the tutors themselves are underpaid and only appear in class thereafter, they have no time for students. This is set to be more rampant with the innovation of massive online open courses that are substituting the lessons of the direct classroom. This is adding to the negligence of students and reduced effectiveness of the contemporary education.
According to Wittner (2018), private institutions are often owned by large giant financial firms such as banks that began the mistreatment through deceptive recruitment practices with misleading claims about program credentials, high student debt, and inferior educational and employment outcomes. For example, the University of Phoenix, the largest private school in America incurred fines and payments to students who sued it for shady admissions and educational practices. From then its admission rate has greatly reduced as it strives to regain quality and earn the name it had before.
Contrasting, while the focus of the current education is the cost, and the name that comes with it, learning in the past was all about answering the question of men and human life in general. According to Berlin (2018), past learners and great thinkers like so and so battled with the idea of knowing the question of humanity and the meaning of life. During those times, education wasn't about the status or the level. Sadly, today's education has lost meaning give rise to half-baked graduates and educationist who make no meaning at all. This is because they are unable to apply logic in life decisions outside classrooms. 
The cost of education has made many students drop out of education because they cannot afford it. This closes the opportunity for many potential leaders who fail to receive higher education. Although Isaiah (2014) clearly states that if a person truly believes that there is a way to solve the problems of humanity, then no price is too high to achieve the course, lowest income students cannot afford the cost of college education. In Chile, students are recognized as significant actors in political society. This recognition has been enhanced by their activities to reform education at all levels between 2006-2014 (Elisabeth and Mike, 2014). If the students in the US were that empowered, major reforms would take place because young minds have the capacity to push for reforms vigorously. By subsidizing the cost of college education, many students would be enrolled and the student body would grow. This would create diversity and enable numerous exchange of ideas and research into disputed areas. 
Another reason as to why the 21st century student cannot give full attention to their studies is because they work multiple jobs. They do this in order to earn more income to sustain their lifestyles in the school. When a student is working 2-3 jobs, very little time will be left to study. As such they get very poor grades and at the end of their course, they do not have the necessary skills to enter a work environment. According to Isaiah (2014), one cannot have everything they want not only in practice but even in theory. As such the students have to choose between pursuing education and getting quality grades or working in order to sustain their lives, although they want to give undivided attention to their studies, many are forced to choose the former.
In summation, college students are facing a huge burden in paying their tuition fee and they miss the opportunity to engage in the whole learning process. The low quality of education produces half-baked students who are not fit to join the practicing world. The future is at stake seeing that a majority of young people cannot afford education and the ones that do receive mediocre quality education. 
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