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THESIS: The content developed in my paper will focus on the books that I choose so as to explain how the protagonists in the face of diversity hold onto their unique identities
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

The novel acts as a tool of insight as well as a tool for leisure for novel enthusiastic. The main persona suffers the effects of the buildup of fluids in the brain veins. The state of his local residence is a mix of poverty and drunkenness. The exposure to Hydrocephalus has left him with physical discrepancies that make him a target by harassers. Later on, he gets an opportunity to go to Reardon for studies where he finds himself as the only Indian studying. The struggle for identity begins here. From the start, he meets a girl and the first struggle for him is an introduction. The name he introduces himself with to the girl is different from what the school will be referring to him as later on and this is a point of contention between them.
The struggle is between the person’s real identity and what the community expects them to be so as to fit in. the paper seeks to bring out the struggle to identify but also brings out an insight on the same. While the many more suffer from the same issue, Junior has a reservation, he is determined to make it. In the long run, he chooses to sacrifice the struggle for acceptance in order to pursue his dreams. He ends ups being an outcast on one side but being respected on the other side. This forms a struggle for everyone as they try to fit into society and achieve goals at the same time. The community, therefore, plays a crucial role in the shaping of an individual’s identity. Towards the end of the story the main character manages to make many friends despite being Indian, he makes discoveries on humanity, he notices that human beings are just the same. He discovers that the whites too are not as perfect as he thought, he gets to participate in recreational facilities and basketball becomes his favorite, he loses some of his family members but still furthers on.
The story is a journey to the realization that true identity does not come from the race of an individual or their ethnicity.  A person identity is shaped by our interests, our interactions, education, and other life experiences. Things that do not have any close relation with ethnicity. His identity is however shaped through interactions with members of the community, participation in activities, the thing he does and another non ethnic day to day realities of life. This is a turnaround for him as he discovers that he belongs to various communities, communities that are more descriptive of abilities and talent rather than color and ethnicity.
The choice between true identity and fitting in the society is clearly seen in the scrip. It’s a struggle through to a place of an eye-opening realization. Everyone seems to be going through the stages of growth and realization that with maturity comes an understanding that true identity does not depend on a personal background. The author brings out the theme of identity and helps the reader come to a point of self-realization. While the initial stages of identity discovery seem tricky, the main character goes from one stage to the other and eventually comes to a realization of what true identity really is.
The Catcher in the Rye

The story here brings out the theme of identity with the mix of innocence in children and a view of a corrupt adulthood. The main character experience s two different lives in just two days. He is a student, he gets expelled from school for performing poorly. He struggles with the reality of meeting his parents and explaining to them the reason for him getting expelled. A reason which any parent would understand. In the process, he ends up spending two nights outside the home. The exposure of not being under his parents makes him face the other side of life. First, an older friend makes him work for him and get his assignment done in exchange for a narration of the sexual experience that the older friend was going to experience with his girlfriend. He fails to keep his promise. After leaving the friend’s house he gets to a hotel where he gets to experience sexual scenes through the windows. He gets the desire to indulge but every time he tries he fails. On one occasion he even calls a girl to his room and all they do is talk and nothing else.it makes his friends brand him as a child. However as he struggles to identify with adults, it is evident that part of him still admires children.
To him, the innocence of children is so important that he feels he needs to protect it. He refers to himself as a catcher. He is so focused on protecting the innocence of the children. He himself is in between transitioning from a child to an adult. He sees the goodness in childhood. He hates the fact that adulthood is corrupted and destroys the otherwise good aspects of childhood. While he is growing and his friends are also growing, he still holds the fondest memories of them when they were young. He calls them his childhood friends. The girl who has been there the better part of his life is still to him a childhood friend, he fails to realize the changes that are taking place and the fact that the girl is developing into a woman.
The story focuses on two identities. What the main character wants to protect and what he is actually becoming. It is actually a reality that he will soon get into the adulthood that he despises. However much he advances in age he is not ready to let go of childhood. He wants to identify with fellow adults but still wants to keep the childhood tendencies. The hard reality is that he has to make a choice between sticking to childhood and becoming an adult. It shows a struggle in advancing to adulthood which is a place of taking personal responsibility while being exposed to freedom. Will he be able to get to adulthood well? Will he keep protecting his innocence? Will he match the expectations that his peers have on him? Will he protect his small sister and her innocence? The story addresses all these aspects in relating to the main characters struggle to identify. His world is a unique one, while many people want to get into adulthood, the main character here loves to stay innocent and protect the innocence of those he loves.
The Color Purple
This text brings out the struggle of black women as they try to identify with the society that they live in. The story focusses on such women as they struggle through their transitioning from black women who are by the slaves to liberated women in the society. They are not perfect, they do not have severe flaws that would make them any less of people, they only happen to be in a society that judges based on race and color. The knowledge that they too can do what other people in the society are doing causes them to spring up to a realization that they can rise up above their life conditions and reach a greater level of understanding who they really are and what it really means to be who they are.
With the main character born to a poor family, she struggles through life. Poverty is not the only problem, the girl is sexually abused by her father over and over. She is unable to stand up for herself. She sought to write letters to God expressing her troubles as she has no one to turn to. She loses her mother and remains with her sister as the only close person. At one time she even gets pregnant with her father's kid but the man finds a way of terminating the baby. The lady is subject to her father to the extent when the time comes for her father to give out her sister's hand in marriage, he forcefully chooses to give her instead because she is ugly. Her marriage is a struggle that at one point she runs away to go and stay with her younger sister. Her younger sister, later on, runs away as she escapes from her sister's husband who has interest in her.
The main character struggles with finding meaning in life. She struggles with speaking out. However, during her struggle in marriage, her husband who abuses her brings in his mistress to stay with them. The mistress is a strong lady characterized by rebellion. While at first, the main actor hates the sight of her husband's mistress, after sometime interacting with her she gets to develop sexual feelings towards her. In her society, woman to woman relations are despised and theirs is one that they are not willing to do away with. Several times they even share a bed.
The love between her and the other woman works for her good. The woman helps Cellie, the main character come to a point of self-realization. She helps her see value in herself. She helps her regain confidence and love herself. She helps her through the process of self-empowerment. In the end, there is a new lady, one who is able to stand for herself, one who is willing to fight to get her ultimate desire of reuniting with her sister and children.
Through the text we see the struggle to identify. There is an urge to speak out. There is a cry for salvation from oppression. The author brings out the two sides of a woman. One who has been put under siege and is not allowed to stand up for herself, one who is oppressed and made to do things that she would not advocate, one who does not know the potential within her, while on the other side there is a confident woman, one who is ready to stand up for herself, one who is willing to take up challenges and pursue them, all in one person.
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