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(]AT{OT- INA J N VEITN IZIO

One cyening of late, a lnrly trcupc of . fct! high spirited 1\omcn .rnd
li!'ncjolrs voung men r{.1s g.rthcrc.l nr a \illn. To break the monoton!,
they r.ere clutung pleasrnily anronS Lnemseh/es, one sa)'nrg this,
anolher tht1t. SrldclcnL} .r sP ghtly young rroman jumpccl up h)

'SiSnor Cndo (he 1vas.r young l$nrccr, generallr- a.lmircd for his
sfifii and .tistrngulshecl manncrs), comc on/ Lell us one of vour storicsl
Sonre ad\.entL!€, for c\anplc, you hid dl,fjn:l ,voff ira|els. I can't
inr.gine you halcn't had rr1\. But be careful not to brcal hn) loftv
lliql,'- ,r .rol l..l r.,,r',,,1 q-. .,|,n'cal rrr ,.

'Thank _vou for the complnrlNt, u'hich is ns much as to sav d(n't
'.r,i.l-'np.r . -1.,r\. li,. "ur,.l I Lrr.i r., .l\r.,.l.l Jll
sinrply ti-ll l ou trbout wlut happcn.d io nrc during my Llsi tdP h thc
Nc.poliL.rn provinces. Are Iou sntisficLl?'

'Ycs, yesi BLLI get on \\'ith it ...'
Thc yoLr ng man smiled, ancl sccjn$ hos n Llentjve an.] rcadv t(J lisk n

"l rr\,r\ure\\ -. .l,".rli ,'.,rr
'Ar1)ol1c who hasn't spent sonrc tirnc ir1 ihe \eapolitan are.l can't

im.snrc ihc Lr.expected radian.c ador.ifg n.Lufe there. thc su ,

trhcn it fises ard sets, bathcs thc lan.ls with i.describable rnagrlifi-
c(ncc. Up ibo\.e, folr sec thc rnountiins in such a spectrLm of dccP
rcd hLres Lh.rt even thosc r{ith souls lcss foeLic than mine world bc
.nrrnrd awav. A mormng iourne\, thr(,ugh thcs( pnrLs nt thc en.i of StP
h'nbo has sLrch .ttractiolN that its hr(s lcavc thei. nr.rk on thc solrl
h)r a lonil linre. Since I .Lrs L1Llenc!ortano, I $ot Lhe id(..r oi t.rkinjl rrl
o\crr sior up in the n1ountains, to n(|nir' lhc (r.h,rfliflt r,r'nrr\ llr,rt
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grccts thr.cvc everywherc lotl look. lt's truc th.t tal<i.l.t irips jn the
mou.tains wns noi !e{ snfe, an.l had kcpt iralcllcrs n$,nv lr-orn ihe
arc.. BUL kr Lell lhe troth, 1 didn't beliel,c nr briij.n.ls. I b.d hear.l .1 lot
of tdlk .bolrt thon dLrfing m\-trLlvels, brlt llnd nrlcr mct uP i{jth one.

'()n ihc othcr hind, T $'ould have been \'crt h.rpp\ k) knoi{ u h.t .
briga.Ll nriSht hc, nnd I soLrehow felt that I woul.l havc (:rpcricnced .
(rtain satisfncLion at benrg close to n persorl who u rs so dangeroLrs.
Thcrctorc, I hifed lh'o lnules an.l a gr dc. Hc was a sh(nrg yolrng man
(rf.i!cr ag. hcjght, bul r.ihcr stock,v in appearan.c, a rc.rl . h.tk'rbol, a

poc't sho!ld thc occ.sion arjse. So I expecied to havc g(x comp.n\.
 t first iv. (nmc Lrp.nl a lot of villas, rusti. horscs, thc sort ol rsiic
llouscs whcrc hcrdsnren an.l shepherds rLsuaLly li!c. Bui ihcn Lhe paLh
bccaDr. sn1.p and .o.kl,t,1'orn into the b.ue sarrlsknc. Iror as l.f.s T

cotrld s.r in cvcrv Llircciion, there r!'asn't a si€ln of a li! n1g.rc.turc.
'l h. furthcr along i{e went, lhe more the scenc changcd rppcarinfc.

I sbpp..l nr a rnomenl o. those .lifis, terrificd bv tlxr grrndiosjtv ol
ihc mount.i.ous spe.tacle that appe.lred bcnrrc nc. On orr. sicle
gaprd thc cl.rk ihroat of n dcep ch.rsnl, \^.hose clepths $'(lrt inrlnnc-
trablc to ihc cy.. But it looke(l to be bristling \\'ith intri.nnr nr.sscs of
thorns .rnd blrmhlcs. On lhe olher sl(le, a thi.k forcst snx)Ll bchnrd n

\ crv shccr mountanl, bnnerl of trces or jlrnss. Furthrr olf \'.s a !.llc\,t
with nrc.dotr s, ficlds, country homes. lhen thc vics strctch(l(l into Lhe

clistal]cc, thc objc.ts brfoming smaller r!1til e\erythnrg fnrllv Llis.p-
pcarccl in thc horirur. In the meanume, lre hcard thc sour.l of a

.list:r1i ()Lrnhv surg, wiLh n chorus oi cormtr\' tills snrEnlg aknrE rnd
thf rnount.nrs c.honrg lhc lvords. A light breczc was gortl\ bloi init,
nr isoriting our limbs. Tt heightened nry im.lghation, anLl r ithout mv
b dnigIt.,ltnr\ soul transpoled lo that s€ns€ oi su.chtcss (rn cxpc'
ficnccs at th. tirst smjlc ol rhasle love, at the throbbnrg tlut nro\'( s thr
ii|st iulr1.r fri(r.lshjp. Cllf mules ha.:l llttle bells h.Itgi g from thcir
rr,.ks, whj.h m.L]c. iinkling sound, the onlv onc that could hc hrifd
in th(rsr pafts. $tr ha.l glrrc .boui iolrf mlles \^'hen mv gu r got ofl
ris mirlt arirl (.rrcfully wripp(l up ils bclls, rloinil llkcrrist to th. (ncs
(in m\ rnulc. hr r lrv i oice hc saic], "Tlerc we har€ to bc crr.flrl rn.l
:t.r\' rbsolui( lv qui. i. A single \\'ofd or n soL!1cl corLL.l ;lcrt thc b g-
f|rls. \i)Lr sf. thos. wooils, Signore? ThLrt's \,vhcrc thr\ lridc. \o onc
s('r rl rlirc go tlrrugh thcnr. Th.\ go a little herc. cl tr littlc ih(,t,
,l(lr,,rrlirrg()fhhiclrr'.\ th. vlind blor's Spirlts are aisonr thrn r!ith
Ll(ni..riLl fl nlglrt.,rr lhos. !lo}ri's, yor sce ghosts, monsturs, skclc-
t, is,,,,rLl (!l(l l{liG '
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'l was laughing hea.iiltr ai his \rorcts when m,v grlide srlddcnly
cxclajmcd, "T Lhnrk T he.r tlre lfamplng of footsteps ... Don't,1,ou hcar
somcihing, Signore?"

'l rcisnc.t in rny mulc.nd strnined my ears. lt wtls a rather ftrint
sour.l ir1 thc trccs. "It's the i""ind," T snicl.

"'No, no Signorc, il's thcm. l\,Tav the Virgjn Nlarl an.:l Saint Genn.lro

'\/c spurrcd o f mol,nLs' flanks, but in valn. The mules iust trod
alollg. \,!hilc I kcpt silcnt and my guide clrrced/ the shots of tu€arms
rcach.rd our car! and a tlw bullets $nristle.l o\'er our hea.:ls.

"'My (;!r.ll" s.rcanrccl rn)' guide. FIe sUd oif his mule and took off.1t
su.h a mn dorn thc otber side of ihe moLmtain that I lost siilht ofhim
in a k\! nrnruhrs. Still shaken bv surprise, T q!icklv rcgained m)'scnsc's
uhcn Isa!v.cight nrcn amrcLl to ihe hilt appe.rr at m_v si.tes. Alone,
unnrm.cl, tr ith no i.lca rvhcrc I was, it \,'oulct have been iollv to tl h)
dck'nd mysclf. At first I tlroughi Lhe\, might just rrant to search me,
an.l I was prqrarnlil nrysclf to spare them such.l1 inconvenience \vhen
onc of thcm sai.l k) mc:

"'Slow d{^{nl Slolv Llo\ln ... \\ie lvnnl a lol more than yoL[.money
b.rg. Whcrl a pri4 hird h.p|cns ouf $,al, rve cton'i let lt fly ar^'ay so
casily. Whcthcr you u,ar1t to or not, you have to come 'lth us. lf \'ou
r,,-.rl,-. 'r h.,r,,.rS,luleef )nu.t, el. rl-Fr'l.lr .,l,,z. r

knir r:s rvcrc lc\'cllc.] with thc iip .t theif bl.des pointe.:l right at me.
Ittrt I fcarlcssly stmd my ground, pjercing nv lips in such a look of
disd.h for dc.tll ihai the brig.nds, won o\.er slowly lowered their
trcrP(n1s.r1d lookcd upon me nrorc tavorablt since coLrage is.tlso
rlcccssary D crnnc.

'Ihcv rnadc rnc gct ofl thc mule, and Lied . rope aroLnd mv .Llist.

Onc of thc brig.rlds iook dlc cnds ofihe rope, and Iwas forced towalk
h frrnt of thcnr. \ t rvcrlt into n fofest. I h.d all the time trnd leisure to
conk'mpl.nr thc nat!fc arcund nre. The giant chestlltlt trees, o.1ks, and
poplars nx,crnlg abo\ar.aughi to wondrcLrs eifeci the sun's ravs,
{'hich tnilicd with.rl ahnosi Sloun\' hue ihe planis in the forest.l
r c'ry carcfully r:hostr ihcatrc for so mnny nlisdeeds. I luile masses of
nnhgc, rvild grasscs, obstrlrctcd ihe desertect paths. It r\..rs, ln short,
quitc a sight k) hdrolLl, and ailled my solrl .ith tl rLrsh of emotbn. r\t
thtrt momcnt, I fcli thc .(n\ i.tion of nry orvn impoterlc€. It was a ne1^'
h'orld ncctnig rnl cvcs, bur.r1 nrert wo.ld, tull of silence, rvhere
everlthing hspir..l tunor.

'lvlc.tnwhilc, thc brigrnds i{crc t.lki.g nncl lau:thrng nmong them
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scl!cs. They had big, roun.], meaty ]nnbsr olileskinned, caln faces,
t{)ughcncd bY Lhe harsh weathe4 bllck, glc.rning cycs; unkempt hair
srvayinit to and lro abo\.e thelr shor dcrs, thcir i{idc foreheacts burie.]
bcncath lcrv broad-bfimolect hats. Ihey $olc roonry jackcts made of
bros n rrustiaf, r{hjch re|eale(t a gllmpse of a black vciver jerkin rvith
big ltilLlc.1 huitons. Their pants were also \clvct, hcld up bv a u'icte red
b.rnd, fronr which t\\'o pistols hung. lhc\, tr orc lcggnlgs.

'\ t had rea.hed a path that lvas so nnrror, \\,c hacl to p.ss one at a
tnnc. T\() mcn u,iih brutal, ugly faces stood guarLl at the entran.e.
Aftcr thc whrgoes Lhere, r\.e contimecl along thc paih, \,nlking be
tlvccn d.rcP purple rocks and cal,el1lous Inlnrcs. Thc mstling ot the
.ty twi$s bcnenth our {eet was the onlt sound brcakjng the deaihly
sitcncc of thosc Farls. Some time laterye entrrcd a d({sc thicket. One
of thc br ig.nLls opcncd a c:loor., carcfully hidden nm(n1g ihc flants. We

cnt.1o$rn justa fcu stepsintoanarro$', torhrousp:ssa$c. At iheend
ot it ih(:rc \das a lnrge, poorly lit room, ecluippcd with just a fe$. pieccs
of furniturc and p;rved nr stone. We stoPpcd hcrc, and one ol thebrig
an.ls, thc lc.rdcr, unticd me. I le then put me thlough a sort of nrterr.r
gatiorl k) find oul r/ho I r""'as and rvhelc I camc fi)m. I ans\.ered
frankl)t h fact, u,i!h a certain turogance. -{ftcrlvards, 1 r'.s taken to a
roonl nc.rb)t lil by n r\,e.rk light. As I r\,alkc.l a.ross thc room, T heard
th.r man \\'ho h.d interrogate(l me sav b thc othcrs, "He'll have io pay
a hrftv pricc for hjs ransom if he .loesn't want b cnd Lrp like lhe last
(Jrlcs i!.r'vc had ..." Ai Lhe soLnd of those rlords, I ( ontlss, i leli. clill
rur through m\ \,eins. Nonetireless, I did 't ld nry facc belray . hint

'lvhcn src uent into ihe rooln, mv gu c cxclanrlcd, "Hcfc's inoiher
prisoncr f(, you." I tuf'red around to see *'hon hc l{ as i.lkinit Lo, and
m! c\1,s fcll upon;, !\olnan so pretq that a slisht c\prcssior ol sur
prisc .,s.apd nrc. She was very ,voL'Ig. I hc goodncss ()f .n ingenL,oLrs,
gcrltlc soul, \'irgjnal modest]r tlnd matenal lolar wcrc tainted of her
sno \\'hitc 1r.(:. Calm nnd silent, she strt holdnili a lololv baby bo)
v\ ho dicl not cvcn w.ke up \rjih the din of thc ilc.rlnn1s .nd roLrgh
!oi.cs. I v!is watchnrg th.t voung mother, th.tt smilnlE ! iciinr of lo! e,
rncl h.r lovrly Iittle child, with rcsy cheeks and fUrly h.jr wtren Lhe

l(rc1(i of lhc brig.nds c.lllle into the room.
'-(;ilk,, rny (;ill(,," siid lhe r.oman, smiling. "So \,ou'ri: back?"
"')'cs, t-rrncl.," th. L)rignnd replied, r\rlthout a sh.r.los of alfcction.

"As volr s.., t hfolritht . goocl cntch .lth m€. l'll lcalc hnn for you k)
$rl,h ()!ff $hil{ v\. hn!c somrlhifg to ent."
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'Turnnlq to mc, hc saicl, "Afier tr'e'vc finished our mc'rl' ,vou'll have

vouls. Mclanrvhile, rvc'I fcckon accolnlts But first I havc to iake care

;f a simFlc fomulitY . " Hc pullcd olrt a lollg thin ropc

"'So ii it neccssarv for,vou to tie mc up?" I trskccl, takint a steP back

an.t leaning;rlmos! instin.tiYel)' .lgainst thc wall of thc 
'trve

"'Uxt.cmety necessarl Yotr might get it into your hetrd t(r tlrrol\'

some punches You'rc strorrg .nd bralc '
'An ifonic smile grized m1 L'PS

"'Don't worry," I reFlicd "I won't move fronr tlis sPot "

-ena 
''Lot 

int"" n'r r"ith illvou give me so I colrl'l trust you?"

"'My Prornise '

'He saicl lr|)thing
"'I su,cali" I rePcated adamantl)'.

"'Now I'vc othing left to fcar," (;illo s'i'l Hc left t{ithout evcn a

slance at his wife or a t'o1d ot.rffe.iion'- li",-"to'r 
"t'"r 

lollowcd him anriousl)t arrd she sadlv bo{'ed hel

j.:-tr, , t\oLr{h. ut ,r.!\.1,rt) rr' p.o_\'n I nrLr |.rff b u1d

.,re\., '" 1,'r ,.'." '.rn,.r,".'lr" hJr' I'e ' o' rl-h'r Lndl"r
bcd, suffocating hcr leaPing hcart, thc need nr shcd leals

'l le! out a sieh, whlch gaYe the ()man a siart She Passed her right

hancr orcr hs iorehcad, pushed herblack hair off hel face Aficr takinil

. .ne i,.1., n -.1 ,'r ',i l r'r- fil' rl'^ r :Prll\ "' L\" h ' '
L.r'ernJ., tr, \' ',, ",'a t'".n",',t"'l bull! r'd rBIr- <\P 

'np
ciose to me atl in a qulct, touchec] voice shc said, "Please hai'c somc or

Lhis slrong drink. Y()il must necd somc ll's all I can oflirr l ou "

'She nriisrccl in such a chtuming manner thtrt I 
'oL 

dn't refuse Then

ihere bccan bct\,vccn us one of thosc snnflc 
'orvers'tions 

that uslrallt

i.rke place bct!\'een a pcrso| in necd a|d a benctactlJr' and revear an

- ;C"'1n4" r,".,1 that nran, bo1lnd kJ hinr bv dcstinv and bccausc he

w.ls lhc f.rthcr ofhcr innocent little child But .rl the s']mc timc' she was

shockid antl honified at the sighl of so mnn-l wicked cleecls that werc

.ommitted clelt.ltrv under her v:ry e,vcs Thcr wanted hcr1o *ay

.lose to the prlsoncrs, and shc aim(t to bc thc gtr'tu1ian 
'ngel 

of the

hapless. She hld foiled the brigards'tlicks, th!! altecl tireir Pl(rts manv

tiries. She hacl iltst tunlcd lwcnt), ihe agc of svveei ilLrsions' hoPcs'

ancl ftrve, anct rvas liring thcre, bulied awav in that hnvcn ol cn €

Her whole life $ as thcr ci nou, arel her future was thcre too And }€t'
nr $c midst of thi t llie tull oi saclifices 

'nd 
prj!'rtions' she silence'l lrer

or\'f sorlou s so ihat shc conl.1 heir onl,v those of othcls'

lr' lrl'i'nl' tiL lJ rrLrLtrrir"( r!

'i\'1f.rnt!hilc, the bri:iirr'ls'theeis antl clrrrnken L'trrsts (Jl'l'rLrshl'f

,,,,'r,r t'" r''.'lr'i r'." trie ncnrb! t)onr' Tlle\' lvere thrownrir' thf fnrPr\

lili'i;r.,:i.;;; ;-J-"gi"'''br"..*h *i'cn thc.v hit irrc groL'rr(r

"'11.,'1""i"'*".i... 
t.uking, norv and then silins her son 'r krok"r

,"i.',r,"ii'y u""rr '-."lcd 
;I the worrv nr rh' mother's hcnrl rr rrll

1,.1,.'t.L, rm, -rr 'prltFl'o s"r nl"rJ r'rllrr'l h" 'r'"'
.;,,.1, ,,",:;; ._ ", :'.. ,. -.1. $'rh."n. ',, .h" "f l

':.";;,;, "y;;;i;" "'ith 
he'r. an'1 sj!e 1..r comPassion shc )'ioLLr".L

'-.'l ""''r'.,-'^ "'-pr, 
IFurr "n' rtFtsoiiri: ^' n ndr'.'l " i'' r'

, ,,.,. *" ".' 1, ',f' TJ' "J \\' h rr n' ' r l'u ' rfr' ri'r' rl" l

".,"i.., 
t""f* ft"" ,f* relcase of a flood long held back 

..
' ;n i"* -n-e"" .r.iLence pas*d' then Carrtela said' "Forgivc !n'

,, *11 ;:. ;;;'";;;; * onia r'"' volr seem so sood rt! n*rrrv

,i.*.ittt" ttto, sorneone r lght say a rvord of affecfion to 
'r1c 

Nrl

illlt:;;i:^;;; ;l;i.'."ri"ii,-yi.""r.""',"ormv son'vords rh'

,,,:'.,^"." ,f."" fr.-* ft"re to mc are al!\'a,vs in such a state of te' rof th'rr

it*.u re l.or.iiied at the thlngs I offt:r tN "

',-".,' -'f.' Ir.'r 'r,on.r'l ,h''" 'l ".' \"u I br'r\"<iqn'r
;.,:;.; * i.'',u" - ','"' '-'rr"' ')o m"r"' Htsh'' 

'."; ,. ,,,./rx.,\',," 't , i,,i::" :l:l' .:ll';::
inJ hc llves JnJ L€\pe't< t rc \ rrrirnr' t-

l r.rn tu sa\c vou, or al least b casc Your,caPtiliq'" --jtr 
lhc niitlle ol alt the 

'ontusion 
and Dluffled tLrlk that reigned r'1

,1," .,-* .".'ty, "U.r " 
su'tdcn' lve heafd a loicc vcLl' "lb the look-

"'i'i;iilu .o*" i,'to tt'" .oom His face had a bruiai look of priclc llc

'" i"i.'i".-"r", 'o," comractes ar the look out point hav€ bcrn

",i".i"a .. *";'" on ouf \{av to helP ihcm But dlose soldiers' Lhf

.,",,'"".i r,"""'a", t'lll pav i deat price for oLrr headsl D'n1't mo\1

lro8r hcre! lhis hidc'out is saic "';ii,''.i"* . me, he cxclaimcd, "Stay Put if vou don't lvant r') ll( 1

.rr:.ru.rintecl With our blunderbNscsl" Then he ri'1 olrt

*. ,... .t' ',;", t"tt'|, "'' d JP rr 'lt'l! r''{F ch' \''

'. 
,"' 

' t,,' -, _lr 'll rri- 'rrr n ir \^ r rr' i r l' fu \lr ' "J 'r ''
trcmblirlg !oi.c, "ihey $'on't blame anvone

. I'r rr r\ h.rt .bout \,ru l"
i', . :,:;'- *. ,r . r"r, a' r "! 'irr np

rlopp.d i mo rent to gazc at hei son' rvho was still sLeePilrg Shc wr\

., ,,ii],". ri.", '.". "'':,ushro 
understalrd what flood of cmoi('rs wrs

.,',i.i, 'i" '..ri,"s 
i' n"i **'r' Btt rccaPtu ng nt oncc '1 w(trLl"rt'l
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c()uf.rijc, shc snicl, "Lrt's gol No orrc !!ouU v!,rnl 1(' l,il( lli,,if riB. ()ut
on an imocent little child."

'Since I was hesitating, she forcefrdly excl.limed, "l insistl" lhen she
gently added, "l beg )rolr."

'Astonished and touchec:l by her incrcdible stea.Uastness, I corild
only respond by squeezing the hand that trad taken mine. Carmela
opened a small door, r,hich I had not seen before, aj1d after a few steps
down a passagewa], rre h'ere out in the open air. Fron the opposlte
direction we heard an exchange of shouts, shots, and curses that star
tled the courageous .oman. In spite of it all, she herseu insistecl on
being m_v guide through the Lnkno 'n paths, and lead me down them
to the edge of the .oods. Theil, r'itholrt a \'!'or.d, she pointed the way
to to.

"'May God bless )'ou," I said, pressinjl her hand hard against mlr
lips. "You can be sure that I h'ill never forget vou."

'Carmela seemed touched. "Pray for mel" she replied with a sad

"'Will rve see each other atanr?"
'She tl|r.ned her e]'es to ihe sk]' and rcplied, "Up there, 'herc we are

ail equal."
'Bntdint me one last farewell, she hurried away. Mv eyes follol\'ed

her. The moon had risen rather hith and penetrated the thick foliage.
Its rays illuminaie.t the wofihy r{'oman, whose steps \,veIe watched
over by angels in that moment.

'An hour iater I t^,'as safe ...'
'the End

The Bl.^ssctl | 'a trlists ' r

r-uJGr NAToII (wrLI-IANt cALT)

Part I, ':hapter 
xI

The Monte di Picti clock had iust struck midnight and the citv rva'

onusunlty alive rlith actilit,v. That morning, October 10d1, the llriftl
British and Genovese war vessels ih.rt were carying Vitt(rrlo An'

edeo,r his colrrt, nnd retinuc to the capital of the kingdom had ar-

rived. They landcd firsi at Arcnella, $'here thcY receiv&l the arcn'

bishop, and shotly thereaftcr some noblemen and tr{'o mcmbers of thc

Senati:. then k)$'ads evc'ning the ships cast anchor in the Molo
Grandc, an.t the kint exprcssed hjs s'ish to go ashore thc next d'y nt

dbour r"Fr5 rh,,\' hoJ^ il.rid | . n'

A virtualarmy ofartisans htrd spent the entirc day fe\erishly ailcnd

u-: ^ dF.or-Lrn- lrre d., rrb 'rl 'l'.r brrJi, .r ( rllr "rJ lh' l rrl

.,r, '.,i.f'-r,,iitt..' 1,.($Fr?'fill .r 'i \" r''ro$b\|"lFrl i
torches and candles, trying hr finish uP the work before da)'break A

comnrg and gonrg of wap;ons and carts, the rcsounding sounds oi
hammcrs, ve)ling, and noisv rackct amplified by the nigtri sPrcrci

through Cassaro ind nrtensified al (luattro Canii, echoing through thc

eniire city and bcckoning the curious
,lIid.aot ,J\'rrjr.rlr ,g.,1 lhFir Jsrr r'.d nJ-edLr'ir lldro-r'ilh I

rfc(rrl.us..r.m,,t ,i,.,..i'1,. lrr4r, $1.t1 rri,..rirr|,, lrn.u' 'r 
:

'thosc afilsans, h the vcry curiosi$' of the citizens !vho, insteaLl ot

goirlg off to 8et some slccP, \,vere staying ai Qtattro Canti oI Calla n)

walch the peoplc at .ork, as if encolrrating thcm 'ith thcir prescn'c

to gci thhts dorlc ftrsi arld $'e11. The PeoPle u'ho $'ere sleePing ih'rt

r,lgj.t haa i 1i3ht, $\'eeily anxious sleeP. Those PreParations for thc

solc'mn entrancc and coronation wcre not thc ones thai iook ihc nlost

tjmc .rnd rrork. B1li thev were enough to enlilcn and arlimate thc 'ity
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E|ery(rncrs attcniion \\.as so dr.wn Lo the h{o. y ccntres wfth th(,
most h'ork gonr8 on, and so nranv $cre w.llknrg about rhat eYcn ar
that unllsLul hour no onle was surprised to rurl inn) othef people h thc

Tlvo men clo.rk.'Ll uf recoi+lzlblv in in;rntles clrar\,r1 up.roLnd rhcnr
lefi the Con.cria qunrter/ cr(rss..l SLrncta Nuo\'.i, rnd stipped n1n)
Slr ada del Crr cli]i, bLrt orili.rf h r they hacl lookcd.ll afound with thc
.ir oI people rvll{, do noi wani to bc lbllowed. \,Vherl thcy Lhought thc\
had gone far cnough so thev coul.l noi be seen b\ all rhc nerv fices n1
r,. b. rrrt- -h...,1,\ p ,In..ir - .ts.F,,o, | ,lurrr.,b,,.l
thcir orvnbusnrss and hastened thcn sicps,like pcoPlc who fear thc\,
lvill . rri\.e somcwhcfe l.te.

ThcI turnecl tos.rds Pirzza N rrlh:dj Piet:r and pr.or.!ded tlu.o(gh
Stra,ln delle Lcttighc, up to the Chi.sa dei 'Canceddi,'or rath€r, rhc
(lhurch oi the Carkrs, (.oftnonh krnNvf bv the nnmc SanLa MarLzzn
anronil the loc.rls. Thcfe ihey strrPpcd. One oi thr tso men took his
hdnds olrt trom und.:r hjs nlintle, s.l\'n1ij, 'Be pauent. L(t mc blincuotd

Thc oLher man .iid .ot r-esist. lhc fjrst one tied a scarl over tis eycs
and took him bv thc h.nd, actding,'Q)nre along You'Il bc safe.'

They rvent n1.'.9 the side of thc church, entered a .].rk, mysted)ls
rllc)r.nd stoppcd .ftcr a ter\-stcps. '!Vc're heret'snid the glride. Hc
l{cnt Lrp to a slnall, loi{ door-, 'orm{:aicn .nd tashcd, rnd scratched
it ljghtly rvith his fnlgenr.il, like ; cat. AiLer a bricf int(r!nl, anothcr
s.ratch feplied from inside. then thc Dr.f macle a fanrr \\tlistte. thc
.n!)r opened \r'iihout. sorn.l. lltc guiLle took thc bhrdfoHccl man br
r h.', .'-, .'rll.., h I rp,t.^. i 'h, .-.. .t |...,." . \r i
'Citnc along. Min.l, thc.e's a stcp.' Thc .toor closcd .giin behind

ThcI r.ent through i short passrgov.y At the cnd of iL, anothc.
small doof opened thc s.rne mystcril)us \^,nv lhe\ cnkTcd a tittle
corrtydrd, with tr .rookcd ifee stanclnrg nr ihe middle of it, btackenecl
bv thc nighi lhe p.tlcrncn! echoecl unclo theif steps in thc night, ns if
itwi:rc hollo ..'Cnrcfull' tlrc nunlcndnlg !v.fned,'Hcrc trcBodorvn.'

hrdcccl, they r{ cnt .loi n some stc}rs. The blxl.lhrldcd mnn relt thr
alr irun dnmp, alrct it snrclled moLrldr Thc st.rir1,\,a), jn f.cL, went
do$r1 a pa ss. ge\a'av .hrg ouL of iheltofa, \\,hich was lncrush,.l hefc and
thcrc, making the glonnd slipperlr A small ojl lamp dad,.l jn n tittte
nichc c.rved in the 1\'all shcd just enough lighr ior one to gucss whr,re
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thc skps $'crc.,,\t the foot of the sl.iinv.\,thcy snrppc.l. Tllc Euirl.
s.i.l,'Wait hcrc a moment. Soneone \\,ill colnc:lct )ou.'

Hc lcft thc blindfolded man m some kifd of roon, and kn,,ckcd fire
iimcs (J11 a door A !oi.e on ihe oihcf side \\'hispcrcJ s.mlc m)'sterloui
M,rds, i\'lich the guide exchafgecl. Thc do(' oPorcd and he entcr('.1 ii

roon lit bt, Lantems attached L.r Lhe lvnll. Solnc !oitus glcctecl hinr.
'(;(Dd L\cnnrg, Zi': Rosafio.'
T11. small shopkeeper's pockmarked lacc and li!cly llttlc t.,t':

.ippcared in the light o{ the lnnteins. 'Hr:'s hcri:,'lrc saicl. 'When roL:
v\i\h, \bur Lordship ...'

r\t tlxr cn.l of the room thefe rv.s n sort of.ltir m.td. of ston.', it r ,i

crucifix st.lrrding on itbet -cen Lwo bufning.andlcs.,{t ilte foot ol' llr,'
crlrss rvns an opelrbook. Tn lront of ihc alt.r thcrc lvas a smali tible,rl
wlich thrce masked mcn, elrcsscd in sonc sort of bla.k robe, \\1,r'
sitting. Another six men, .lso wc.ring robcs ancl ]n.rsks, r\ crc sltting lrl
l,igh backecl chrllrs on e.rh side oi thc ro()m. Thcir rics glenmftl sii,
istcrl) beneath the masks.

Zi' ltosLldo \^.ent o|er to Lhc $'all, stu( k his llands h a nichc, .r.(l
puLLcd oLrt a bLmdle. A 

'noment 
lnicrt drcssc.l nr .r robc .1nd lrenrifg .r

rr.rsL(, he \^'as no more rcco!,nihblc ih.rl ihc othcrs. Thcrl the min r\ r(i
sccmrd to preslcle o\-ef the meeting nr.dc a sigrl. Onc of thc si\ rre,,
sbod rp Lrnd left, tlnd ihcf .cturnd alm)st imlncdiatel,\'',leLr.ling Lhr'

t,linrlfol(led lllan bl'his h.nd. 'l.ct hnn sc. thc light,' or(lcffd th,'

l hc blln(lnrl.l r\-as rcmoved nnrl An.lrc.'s nstonishccl, agititc.l 1,r,,'

.l.penred. lhe sLrdclen pnssagc lR)nr darkncss to light pr€!e.t(.1 ri,,i
trorr seeing thc rconl clcaflv f(, r nrnlunr. l hcn little bv llttl(' hi\ r!,\
L,cc.rne accL6tomed to Lhe lighi, .ntl .lurnrg thc momcnt of sihncc th,rr

f.igned in the rcorn, he lookc|l h imnzcmcnt.lt thc placi'rnrcfr lt
st(Dd, trlmost urable to bri.g himsclf n) bclif\c tlut nr the hf.],1 ,'l
l'.rlclmo thefe could bc su(h.a\.rns, $ hich, not rmcomnror ln ll!
('utsklrts of lhe cil\r Lhc pcoPl( attribuhrcl to the Saracells.'l'hc f(!i ir

tr rs dLlg out oi lhe llrf,r u,ith a .criiirl artistic critc'rnrl1. li h.d . ! r rL lL(\ |

( !ilirrg, .xr!t sofre fiches .ar! cd in ih. wnlls. Nc.u tllc iltnr thenr w| r'
I rces of pl.ster, bul thc dnnrPncss h..l catcn it a$n\,. \iru c(i!l.l ,r'l
ll l !rullo wns loc.tc.l i. tlrc subsoil.

I h( lr.r.lcf nskcd hinr,'ls ) our. nirntc ,\ndrci Lo Lllnncol'
'li.s, \"()rLf I odshit.'
'I rrr( if. n,) l.or(ls h.rl lh rc nrc (rrlv Lrrothofs.'
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'l bc$ yolrf l(!gi\,('n(ss'
't/erc \,ou thc scl vnlri oI thL' l.rtc Du lic (t M(nr.r l'
'Right rlp till ihc day he die(l dt thc h.nds of lhe lufls ...'
'Goo.t. tt has conre to this venerablc societ_v's knor{lcdgc rhar yoll

can fumish infornraiion aboLLt the crrrcnt Duke of Motta ... N,lind, solid
if iormation ancl docurnents ar€ needed. Words alone won't s.rtisfy us.
lve are invoh,cd in pcrfofning a work ofjustice and vindicniion, bu!
we haven't becn ablc to take t1 step bccausc we ran into a closcd doot
rvhich yoo call pcrhaps open.'

The leadeNas qtrict for n ninute, then bcgan speakint again, h a
sdemn voice tulL of onoti0n:

'Atdrcn LLi Bid ca, volt ha1\. t\ltctcd r pldct i)hte ]1a prafnnc wt hds.t'.t
set foLtl. But this cotnnits vour lifr pei lps lt tl iM! lntu .ait it lgit1.. At(
vor(rtnin L/a uilltuepyour pftmisEl lf !1a11drcn 1, slnte so au. Son0ne
uill tuk( yau ilrdtt tht sdn|t Lray you IEl n d Volt Lrill be lct Jiee. Wr trust
in vour tiloce. But if voLt.tnte vou arc (ttui , utint Va, Andrcd Lo Bjrnn,
Ii.)t lriLl ncltct tlgLli nllou yaLL lo lc )e, r tl besiLle 1t./r, bchi d VDu, in tl:l
sht\t, in ch rclt, i ynltr rtty au hLitttc, tltrc uill nhEtts bc thc itll)isiblr
..1;.tt.\11, ,t-1,,.to., ttr. . ,.t, t11.1..

Andrea replied:
'I ha1,e ldith itt tto . Hn1\ Jitith h ne. yau ( htft fr. justic., dtltl t fur

oevLttLa. you snr)eLl ]11t, t1lll ya lrrc thc i nsterc of nry lifu. I pft all o.f h1,:1

I.itg ui Vtwr sctr)i&t.'
'Clood. Brothers, you mav begin.'

.. -' The sjx n1en rose and crlcircledAndrea. Thcrc r{.s a signal/ and thLrl
all at Lhe same timc thcy pulled out long, shary daggers flom undcr
thc black robes co\rrnr$ them/ and flashcd the Lips of the daggers
hciofe his eyes. Thcn tw) of them quicklv grabbed Andrea, srripped
his lcft afm, tlnd carl,cd a snrall cross on it \aith the Lip of the daglicr

' Thc blooct blossomcd on his naked arm. Thor one of the thrcc mcn
sittin8 al the sm.1ll tnbh siood Lrp, iook thc book from the frrot of thc
cr cifi\, and placed it on the table. He pulh.l a pen out of a small bor
and, aftcr dlpping it m thc blood, handed it to An.lrcn.

i '.^ndrea T-o Blanco,'sai.1 the leader, speLlking aga;r,'tlis book con-
i tains $e e\.nnge1ic.rl gosPcls anct the letters of S.int Apostle t,aul.
i \,l.kc ihe sigr of thc cross rviLlr yo|l| blood or1 this paije, and sr\ cr. to
iblindly obev whatcvcl vou are orderecl to do. Swear it on thc s.int
lc!.rngclists, on the Saint APoslle Paul, on your. blood, \ .hich \,\'ill bc
I spillcd drop bv .]rop. Swcar that you rill keep ihc sc.ret of $,.hat you

,, ll, ,L l"'l l l'

s'rl ltrif,rLr(1 src,.rrr(l Llr,rl\r'rrlr'r lr) LrrrL Lr(ri 1'!rrflnlitrrs will wLirll

t\t,n i snrrLl ltrrrri vorLr lL|s riwrrrr llr'rl !()1rr Lr(tr|! irrl vr)rri :t'1rl

l!.of! now .r,i.1 f,'.".' ((J llrls !frr.rirbl' s(!ict\'(il:lh' lllfsii\l
r',rrrri.is,insen,ircoiiusti.c,irrdeien.col thc'r!{rnk, 

'gdinsl 
ill ('rrrrs

,ii \ i()ldrcc rnd domination comm iLk d b] ihc' go!trtrnrcnt, lh' rroL)L(s'

With .r stady hand, Andrea drew a large 't)ss al illc' tun)t ()l Llr'

,,rtrr.hpl...l,r.h,t,dhm nJ'"id |-rFrr' \rrl rr' r'r'
,. \lf.'*rr !\"l' n) bood m'rl'-r\ ' rlerr" 'l I l' " rr'

,$ligatil.n1.'
'Niar, Grd bclP voLr and mar/ ihe Lllesscd APostIe Paul 'um !otr wrtrl

rls zeal ancl eivc yolr his swordl No!v, a's$'el thc questiol$ Wcrc v()'r

ln rhe service of Dukc Don Imarude?'
'Ycs, Signore.'
'Until his death, did ,vou sai'?'
'He diecl in my arms But beforc he died he gave nc a medil' so tl"rl

I would pLace it;rolrncl the ncck of his s!\'cet litile son' \^'honr he nc!'!
saw. Clncc I returned to Palcrmo, after some LrPs and 

'lo\^'ns' 
I cnrfi'(l

out lhe Fiteou\ tdsk
111,.i,nr,,d,.-rl.:nt,o lrFnF rol 'lr'1,-iJerl J'"FLr '' rt l

'Ar1d lvhat about the me.tal?'
'ltrvasa silvcr medal lthac{ a felic, a $ry fragment' moL$tc'lon (nr(

sidc, and the intage of Sanlt Sebastian, th€ PNtector of thc alrcinrl

Acacleml of Anns, mgr.vcd on the othcr It hulg or1a small' sillfr

'Ahl (iro.tl' cxclnimecl ihc Lllesscd Pa!list'
'Contnlue,' said thc lea.lcr'
'l intencled k) \vatch over the little mnster, anLl had found a failhhrL

c(nnpan(rn in Maddalena ButIwns senta$av by Dorl Rajmondo' 'rn(i
Maddalcna r.as killcd, mavbe poisoned'

'\{h.t makcs vou sLlPPosc that?'

'Don Italmoftto iri;d b poison the duchcss Hc $'eni \vith his

irusted senant to 8ci the poiion at the home of a .l,!it'h, r\'ho ]i\t'l in

S. Onofriolanc. Shi, $asc;lledl'cppa ]a Sarda lheard 'hat the)' sajd'

stan.l ins behinc] thc cloor' When thelr lcft, I brirst into PePpa la Sarcli s

r.ouse ,ina fo.cea hc1 io gi\'e rnc thc aniidote For sa{eq"s sakc' I

-, ^red .he s"r, rnJ 'o.l I'F- lu n) r,'J'e RL l" m\ ' l orlr \'' f
t,rt....''.,'rr'o,rcJ.r.llr,'"r\','mL'dr"l
bo. In or.ter to hidc the clime, Don Raimondo ieigned that assassins
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lrn(l kirlfdppcLl th.nr. ll('trstur]cd n k,pe l{) tli t,,ri,,t! 1,,1 rli,,l),i1.{)|t
io sirnrlrtc thc kidnappi.g. Then he thrc{ susPifions orr nrf. | ! .rs
arr€sted and thrown in pfison. IIe's a murdcr(r) Si|is, a n Lrdercr. ftc
killed three inno(ni pcople in order to seize a pairinrony that he's not
entitled to.'

'Who's the senarlt?'
'I don'tknow ifhc still has him in his selvice. Hisnarnc wns ciusep

pico.IIe was Majorcan, slc.der,.tark skiiJled, su \,.

'And \\,'llat happcncd b Peppa la Sarda?'
'l clon't knorv. Tlrc same njilht, r\,.hen I \!cnt back hone she wasn't

ihefe anymore. Hon,'d shc cscape? I don't kro$'. Whcrc did she find a
safe place to hide? Wc D(ri to track her.:torvn. Shc suppiicd ihe poison
h{o times, a11d onc night shc lvent to the palacc to prcpare ii herseif,
and ga\.e lt to the n]ishcss, thinking she l\'as Madd.rlcna. Oh, it's a sa.:I,
!.ile, h'icked stolvl lf Don Raimondo hact the s,itch under his po!r.er,
he r.ould certalnly havc rnadc hcr djsappear Brlt if shc's alive, she is
n witness, in fact, a telliblc accuser. She and ciuscppico. Poo. Vad
d;rlena could have told a lot rnofe ... brLt she's dcad, thc lictim of her
devotion to the mistrcss. So u'e must track do$rn I'cppa la Sarda and
Ciuseppico. Ihe\ car't possibly be dead. Weeds never dic. Thcv must
be holed up some placc. Fnld them,lorce them to icll thc trllth. Then
c.rrtr out justice. lhe souls of ihe victims, of Maclnm Aloisia, the little
Don Emanuele, i dM.rddalcna $.iU bless you ancl finally have peace.'

Andrea's eyes r\,clc shining, \ rhile waves of cnotior washed over
his face, and hate and lovc cbbcd ;lnd floH-ed in his trcmbling voice. A
soft murmur follo$'(]d, as if comnrentjng upon his fnlal u'ords. The
Blessed Paulist who hnd addressed the questnrn ab{)ut thc medal to
Andrc.r stood Llp thcn and cxclnimed \,vith feeling, 'Cod is justl cod ts
greatl Co.:l s€nt this mnn h) us so that jLrstice lnav bc ftr1]and complete.
Do|ii]1us pLtpillu l s srilitt, ut rias fcok)rum disperdtt.'

A.drea did not undcrstand tbe T.atin .or.ls, brt hc gucssed thev
rnusi h.rYe referred to thc things he had told them. Frorn thc cmph.rsis
Flaced on the rvords, hc gathcrcd lhat ihere was soncthnlg he did not
knoh, bLrt thnt had to be teniblc. Thc Blessed Paulist sh{) h.d spoken
corltnluecl, 'I ha\-e some news that nr.y be oI interest to s,hich, nrdeect,
I dralv lhis venerable co11rt's aticntion. The Duke of Motia has \,'e1
comcd . guest in his homc, a yornlg nlan calle.l Blasco da Castiillione,
or aL least he is tohg by th.t name. This voung man i{as recom
men.lcd to him by a friar at thc fri.ry ol the Clio\-ari, lathcr Bonaven
iu a cla Licodia. IIe's a valiant vou.g m.1., .n.t it seems th.rt thc duke

Ii,.ltl,.ir L LI L 1'r

l..t,s lrrrrr l,) ltls q Ll( lLrr l'r. rr 1l1r I Nl\' iIrII'|||i 
'II()II 

s'r!s llrrl Li( r:

lrul\i n l{)rrt l(,l)f l(ri t\L
'li's truc,' anoLhcr r]l,rn .r rl 'l l.8n\ c. thfnshi'8 i() tho!' s'l)rrrtrlr'l

police nsdlts. llc \\'rs lodgirrg .t ihc l1l]r ol thc'Ml:ssin!sc''
lhen the leaclcr s.lid,'!Vc need b find out who ht is n'd \\'hct !x

cornes irotr1.' Turning to Andrea, hc'added' 'Stay on thL' fc'Llt lor \"i(rl
(,r(lcfs, whlch willbe communicated by the broLb'rr \{ho l(:t1 )o(r lr'f('
In the nleaniinlc, don't let an,vone kn ! r'ho vou 'rre, anci don't L{ L

nnvonc see voul the Duke of Motta has unleashcd '1 
c:tog' vvho inritre

.liitely starie,l to beat the bushes You l(no ' him Tt's Mntt(l) l'()
Vecchio. Be or1 yo11r ituard

IIe made a sign. Onc of thosc mysterious men blinditndcd AnLlrtt

.1qain and lead him .rut lhere hc found Zi' Rosario by his sl(l(, wlN
took him by ihc hancl and Suidcd him ba.k along the snnlc $'nv tlr')
had come beforc. When he arrilcd near Monte di Pleti, hc to(i< llt
blindnnd olf Anclrea.'Come on,'he said,'let's hurry on home '

Tlrev took thc same u'a1','iiho1lt talkn1g.Andrca ras ovc vh(rlnr'(l

bv wlrtt he had seen, and askcd himself \^rhat rcason that mvslrfioLrs,

t;rrjblc court co1 .t halc fol takhg an int€rest in the Dukc oi Nlotlr's

a.ts of tlsurPaibn. It ccrtainlr- was not to avengc an-vonc's dealh S1r

$.ha! $/as if thcn? And rvho t'cre ihose men whom evcryone talk(\l

.rbolrt nn.t no one knew, ,vei lvho inspirccl so much terror in thc ''tv,
rrften making ihe magistrate hcsitant an.l hmid when he \^ as abol't to

c{eliver a senicnce?

Ihe scct thai sPrea.l lcrlorof its ncts of iusuce h I'tllermo and'lso V'rl

cli Mazaro in those lears had branches reachins far and \\'ide, \llridr
n ere known onLy to thc suPrenrc triblrnal thtrt Eoverned ii lhose aftil

iated u,ith the s;ct djd noa kno\t ho$ rnanv thc)' numbcrcd Each ol

the mcmbers only kncw the comrade who had mysterbusl)' led hinr

there blindfoldcd, and sau'only maskcd [ren in tuont of him Th(rl thf
membcls .erc h'atchcd by the leadcrs, r'vithout kno$'ing it dnd

\^'itho t the possiblljty ofbenrg on their guard. Thatmadc them silcnl,

cnufi)us, faiihft, and rcaclv $cn lor sacrltk'e'

To the poor, to the weak, thc seci Plesented itsell as a fornridablf
prul .r.'f nJ h,l-.Ir".l I')mP lri,-"rriLh" blr\ "r' \'et"'"nl'
no'\.rh ,'d'rrl) sri'h rJJe lr" n'mL.-' l'Pl I'ii h'\ s'1
i'""- "t-*, 

and could count on ihc help anci pfotcction of thc

common pcople and the lo ,cr nfdcllc cltrss

ThcmastuB of thc State wcrc the nobtes and the clergv, becausc th'ry
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t\)sst.ss.Ll ihc rvcatth. Atl of the officilt ,rppoinrnorts s,ere h ttreir
p( \! c fr th( n1ost delica re offices r{ cre a$,a rd.d only to thc n obtcs, rvho,,:, '..l ,,1- ,, .,,..D.ir h,iF.i ,rf.,,.,.J .,.d1 ,,le.r,.dF.,.l
'| r'r \\,..F\,r \'.t,,.,. t,p\ n Sl , ,,,r,,r1 rr1 \\,rr.urc d

rmpunit\'. The most sorioLrs sentc.ces s,ere timire.l to erjle or forcecl*',.1 
' 
,. . -:-- ..r.., 1,, ..r.: n; r.r J r.,,L,rrn..,, of ,, rh.. ro\.1| _i'r\ r,tr Ftr.,\ h..r, oJi,d rd_.r\-.r\\it|ldlt Lre.,.r.t,, -, ulJ

enjoled thcnlost complete freed{)m. Blrt iire .olrmorr pcopte nnd rhc
lor,"arr middle cl.ss h.rd onll povcri, ancl scrvitudc. Th. tar{,srruck
ttrern rvith the rnost ferocious pr ljstrmcrlrs thir the insanc sevcriLv of
jr-,1.,,.,a..:.-.,.,q J, ir- ,.,,,1. n.., oJ, r.,n, n.t,,.., . .,.,,r s,,i,.l-'rl,,'-o,,.,11^h .hF.,,,ni *or.r r, -rr \.,t.-., .nr.Ij,r_t,..

The Blessrd Paulisis appearcd to bc aLrd $,ere jn fact tike a moc]crarule
rorcc d reaction. Thet arosc ro defcnlt .rnd ro Prorect Lhe ncak, and t;r?\' l-r. !ur ni.r.ri., rrl\i,,Fn. Jr,.j \,.r,..r-t..tF( t-.IJ_t.rr..'orn d hl' haJ, -Fl-,J'le.r'r. rirr,.oe...r.- r.it.-Jhrtano rt r,r
fL/r-. | , Lr ,. rrf ,.n,.r.,.-r,-,r s to,, I L a,.rr.,..., tn..*i,ri-r.
llrPi- .I d , \Fi Jl. r. ' lirr-l:,1\\.,r, ,\.,..r.,,t ,,o.t,.r,r.nmrrr 

1rJr. l.', ,.rlit,.Tl,r\ rt .,t,.,rJr rrl h..,:. 1|trr,i\. r\Fr\trtl.4.hr L..n|i h(,.r-tt,\ r rit, I.F (hF1
Lhev ijathcred. The disclDrgc of thcir office as guar.tinns and vjn.tica_
o , h.. r. \e.rl,,rlJ nF r,- ur n...,i ,g-. ,..r:r- t,., r.\.r_.i..u,],r'\'d llr nrd,,r',, r..,r|dklr1\tF I d.,.,,.rr ,.,,,,,,. ,,".,,

TI(r\v did the)-nrise? Wherc?
A mystcr\,r thcy h.ld torefarhet-s ihosc Lerribte ,virl.:Ucarol-s,,r 

\\41orn thc tin[s of Arrigo Vt and federico ll werc spr€;t o\cr rhc
kngdom. Their lc..:le. {,as a nott.,mar! Adlrolto.ti fontc.orvo, Lheir
prosclJ-tes $,ere nr the thous.rnds, rnd thci. ch;rgewas to !nrdi.ate thc
acts ol |iolorce suiferc.l bl. rhe rvcnk.

But fo (rnc evcr disco|eFd lvho Lhe lca.ter ot thr Blessccl Pautists
rnight be, or cofild ever sa_r if he bctong..] ro rhis ctass or anothcr, itris
castc or anoLher No hial coll.t .,vcr., in orer a qLr.rrrer of. ce.LrLrv
crear up thc mysrerl: Sometinres I n1|n wootd chnh io the ga|ows,
'...r,.1.,1 Iu,r nIrrd, f,,pt. - .t.i,,,1,t..t,,,rts,,,r.,, -.,,,. 1,.

'.. L Brrt ', itL. I i.irtr .i...u.r ,. .,_ ,to, r ...;.,,...,...,,t.,
tcar thc secrct out of him. Thc tar\, r ui oif a r€1\. bran.hes. Uut thc Lfec
remarned ancl sprouteci ner| shoots.

The Elesse.l I).ulisls 4l

Tn 1713 the sect rrtrs in ft l forcc. 1t s(fcd lilled l^'iih feFoor .1bou t
what it perceiled as the rlork of justicc, and il -as as li the cit\' \\'.rs
'^.,un.b\ rl Ir. ri.rr^\ ts.,.i"-.t r'. 'rgr o 1 .' 'd.i', r

bunal of the Hdt Offices htrd unitcd togcthcr,putLing aside their LtsLrrl
qrarrcls over pre eminence arcl prcrog.tilcs, jn o]der lo €radicate tlrr
scct, buL io n.r avail. At the point rhol thc bolclesi detectives thorght
the), \\,e.e on thejr trLrcks, the! mystcriouslv died.

This !v.s Lhe secfet socieh' tl1at Andrcr had run nrLo. This was the tfi
hu..l he nsked lor \.endetta. And h his imisnr.don he .lggrtrndjzo.l
thosc men through their masks, givnrg thcm nlmosl extraodlnrfv
.,plrJ |,r- |lr. l-..1L,FF|' .1. r"Ii.i,r, l. -,-l'.r,,e., .1".,
tcrriblc mlrn \\.ho, onc€ he had gole, rcrrovcd thcir m.sks, he'"\ioul!l
ha!c bccn astonishect b_"- the sight of thcn piain, common eaturcs.

Thc nran who was sjtting next to thc lcado and hid nsked Andifr
sonre qLrestions 'as Don Girolamo Amnrirat..

lTrrnslau's foie: With the cL6tomary ltttc'r that anilcs in . cloud of
nrystcry, Blnsc.r da Castigllone has bc.n sumnroncd Lo . meethg x th
thc Blessecl Paulists, after follin€l a .rucial part of their pl.n to perfo ll
justice. When he reruses to promi$ not h) inicrfefe ngain, thel qUil(
liter.llv lock hrn1 in'reflection,' thcir narnc for the dan](, dark subt( l
r.ncan ccll whefe he is left to think about his posiiion. The s('c(1
socicty's lencle. s Lr.:tdenh' appears at thc door, and thc frnlo .lnr sccne

P.rt Ill, chapte. Vll

Thc leadero tlre Blessed Ptrulists smil..1 with a sense oI conrLrriso.r
iion.nd snid,'You are yolLng, incrp.ri(rccd in nr.ny Lhings, c\cll
thol,gh yol,'\'e livect through plcntiful cxpcrjcnccs or life's rnisft,r
turcs. Thc dcnth ot lbe ljuke of l4otta is not orr $'ish. Tndccd, wh.l t,
hc li!1s o. rlies is.ll the same to us. Wc w.rnt thc tiilc.nd pnliinronr
n) bc rciunred lo their leilltnntrte o ncr. If r'irst sc djd nol L,ike hr..
fronr hjnr whaL he stole b)- mLrrdel thc dr), h. li ll hcncnl.h the s\\'(,,(l
of our jrsLice ibe cntire patrimont i\,oul.l P.ss lcgall_"- nnd b) [r]ll f iglrr
n) his )oung danghLef, \riolante, and would rlot rctt . ir) Irnr.nLr( l(

lirinrclc \\'orld remairl the vi.tim of a ci!il .1(|th. H. lvr)Lrl,l lt
fofhint' otbcr lhnr .n .nor\rnotls rlcphrw of D(n (;ir)l.nr(i \rfnri
rrli.n{l thc lhcll, lhc hltrrlrl.rirrd |(rbbtrr', rrrrrlcl lr. srrr'li,)r],rl l)r
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rn jnjusiice ihaL rvoLdd be cll.l n1 full lcgrL garh. No, no. h'e ha1'e
rcapc.tcd the lile .ri Don RLrimondo .nly s{) ihai hc hinrself r.ould rec
ogni,c liminuele, and gi1'e him back \rlLrt is his.'

Dhs.o !v.s thi.king.bout Violante. Hc could noi dcny lo hifrseu
tll.it wh.t thc othcf nr.n rvantecl wns nothnlg but thc nrost figofous/
cxa.t justi.c. An ofphan has been strippftl of.\crrthnrg,.n.:l it was
rr\lssar\' lo gi!c hiJn back l\rl1at w.1s his. Thai w.s the just, proper
thjng kr (1o. BLrl Bl.sco was thinking prccisclv that this..t oi restitu
tioll rfcant ihat.noLher innocent person, Violantc, vfl)uld bc strippe.l
otc!fr\ihnrgand disgfare.:t,whichhesa .rs.rrrothcrnrjustii.e. Tn t:act,
$ l1at t.uli rv.s it ol hers thai she r,\'as born to that nran? !Vh.L misdced
c1i.l shc cunnrii Lo w.rfant berng Lroth c]+iri\rd of thc .iches rvhich,
from thc nromeni oI her bifth, she had acquircd by riEht and forced to
.xpi.rt hcr fathcr's disijr.ce? This ider stirfrd up a smoulclefing
fccling of rcbcllion. Yct he clid not .lare den\ thc justj(r' of thc Blessed

'For thc lovc oi jusliLe, we shoulctn't bc unjust.'
T'$,J'rlr'rl
l r.'J tr..r l-,.'r'r r.q l'

'Whrt is a maf conpared to a right th)t is \ioht(l? Whni is a
hlrman likr .ont.rcd Lo justice that mo!.:r str.right aloll8 iLs pnih? So
rnu.h thc worsc io. Lhose who pLlt thcms.llcs i( ross jts palh. lt mLLSt

go fol \\'ar.l, anLl $ ill crush those it encotl|tcrs. Ar1 nlnoccft is .fling?
lhat Pos{rl's tc.rs compensate those of othcr inno.cnt }rcople who
h'r!r oicd bcforc. ILrslice Lrust not luvc lncrc): lt nrust not cofsider-
thc ronsc.luc.ccs. Too marll tears llnrc bccr shrd.   bc.nliful, dch,
yorng $ om.n i! as struck bv.n .rtrocious gricf lvhcn hd husbard \^'.s
stolcrt tronr hcr, whilc she bro!ght the frdt of his bl(!).1 jnnr thc $ ofld.
En arc.l in a f.t.l 1..p, drjlen to desperation, shc dni ol terfof in il
strangcr's bcLl, takcn in out of charlttl A faithful, dclotcd maid was
mur.irrc.l. Thc Fcot)le rvho took in the bab\r orph.ncd tu'icc er,wllo
hid hi ancl sa\.d him from deith, $:ho perforrnccl this admirablc ncL

of.harit),, nor! li\'( on thc fun like rtoh'es, hidhg, forccd to dcfe|d
thcir lifc c1.) by da): Anothef person motDs h pris(D, sullcfing ihe
inta rv ()f nn hrrr th.L he docs Lrot deserlc. I!\o mor, Sui t\,olrl\'of
gnthcring thc gh.stl): Leslim.xies aboLlt thr n\ir.lot $crc scnl to the
gallows, likr tlvo .(nnnron c.iminnls. What are thc tcars of onc i.fo
cent victint dmparcd to the blood of elght l ictirN \r ho $1r'(, innorenl
t(Jo? Justid'rnust ktlolv iLs own course. \o onc will st([ if, .nd -vo||,
Lllasco da Castiglionc, cvcn less lhnn the otilc'rs'

Th. Blcsscd l',rul:1. I

LJlasco h.rrd those \1nds fall trPon his eafs onc Lr! (ifr, L(i11.

nnplnc.blc. His sense ol rc.lson app|cxtd of thefr, but his hr,r L (l 'l
not an.:l febclkr.l. And Lhcrc wns somethnlg, evelr i. i! lrJt hc rtlf(i\ '\ |

(rf, th.t bolstcrccl ih.l rcb.llion.
'Wh\','h. siid,'1\nr\,, if yotr'rc so c(rrlnlced of thc iLrsticc (il \,,1

.nLlse, do you all hidc? Whv don'L )ou carr,v on thc fight wrllr I (ir

hrces out !r tlrc op€n? Do rloble cnLrscs rrced to hidr nr thc' sh,r,lttr\ "
lherefof.r, thcrc is sonr.thing less lh.n noble thaL knlcs vorr l(i l1'LL

You dor't .larc fLrcc Lhc light, bec.Lrsc lou feel lhc t.rith in \1)Lrf l' rli' r'

\\,aYcfinSl'
'Oh nol' thc lea.ler of thc Lllessed Paulists shnrPl) irrtcn1rPl.J. '( )Lrl\

''ur lrdr.n ib r-i,'"'". \'l',ll''l J'_rrr\'.r\\ '

''. 'rl r' .,r1 ' rl' r ' 'r. \' J l' I I

lhc)"fc nf.c'ssarr'. Thcv ire o strcngth and ou s.1fc't}| l-h. l(i i1l '

iLLstice is a.lministercd b) men who scc jt not as a Llut)t bLri .s r ri)L 1 ''
oi rncomc. I he1: don't dcliberaie ancl rccogniuc *]ch pc'rsof'c rr11l'

lnste.d, ihcr- guar,rnt(t the righl of thc'stfongcst Pe(rpe o\11 lr'
tr eJkcst.I he siro.!, oncs arc tlre lfu.lal lan.lholdcrs, the Sl.l. ol lL r,il'
the not)l( s, ancl the clcrsy. En\'€lofcd h imm Lrnitl', bdstlr|g w itlr l' L\

iLeges, thc Lrw in their pockets, th(v hale.r right as t.]r trs Llre]."r. "fl
cernecl, th.t is not lh. right of othefs, of the we.k Thc n1.lglslrrlfs,rrI
the larvs clcfcrrcl preclscl)' this speci.i, fr i\ ileged right, v\ hich is, orr Ll!

ronlr.ry, dn abuse.n.1 irtjusticc for thc masses of ihc l\'e.rk, th( rir,il,,l

itv ol thc pLrple. A knigllt l\,ho kills sorneone linds h tllal right rrrrl ir

lhose magistrates ;r (onrp.rssiof .nd toler.nr'c th'rt .(,\'otrl(l rl'l!!r
r nsh.k.bLc. On€ oi thc .ommoD P.oPlt who commits the s.nr( ( r 

"L
,lies on thc gnllows i{ith gre.t la.farel A nobl(lndn..rn li!(. tlr ril'

r) n his \'.tssal his li!csto.k, his wcapons, his horst jtrst L)...u n lr('
i...r vassrl r\nd lhc noblctnan's r;ght allo 's hinr h) do il This:,rrrr,
r ighl scnJs th.lt lnss.l t{) the gallol\'s if he dnrcs n) stcal n slrr k ol ir"
,ir.rslcf's \hcnt of n la!nb. And lhis is.alled jLrsiiccl

'i\ poor widou owrs monel. Thc .reditor cfn tike nlviv n r llrrrir'
i.,l thror h€r olrt in thc riddl. ol the streei, an.l jtLsti.e lli!.: lriirr.r
.Ln)rg h.nc].lnconh.st,anoblenr.n.antbr,ish hiscrcdllt)isrrr(l ( \L l

lr,L{t lh.r\ pLlt ln prjsort, trnd he finds magislfitt:s tr ho dccnr llr.rl llrl '

' in ( (nrlormity \\'ith tht lar!'. And this too is cillctl jLrstirt l | \irr li.l
,r(!nlo (.rn nrrRlcr, ste.1l, sLrpPrcss, iild sLjll rncrit fnctIriurir!,r r1l

,,\!,irl!, .nd bc plat1]r{ in . Position to ndnri.iskrr jrrsli.( l\f' ( t)

l.rr(ir\rr)rir,rt,r,whoisdfir.,li.S(n1coflhew(arl,rrlr]ll hi(l( ri'Lt.r(i.
. t, (, r iLrg l(' lh( l,rw, \(, lr'$r,r't loso his Ilc..\rr,l Li\ lt!, ., rll,!
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JLrstk{ l It is thr jusricc oi rhe State. tt is

l"*:,il*H:. il:';:[:; ;1]l;H 'il::i*iliiT*il:
rr'll:#:ti; il.::tui:'i :1,1'.#:.r:f :i""T,Ii:t i:t, fi :1ff inr\ c Jn) \o/diers gumds hen.hmen, cor

:l r:i *l l;:l:ll i'lrii:lr;,;,;i jj.n, ;I,r
l:.t ;:t :,"'f.,1::':"::i:..'"T.,J,T "l''".have 

the stLeng'r to
\,,,.,, D,'.oe\\.,.,.,i,.,.,,r,,.,i.prnJ ;: .ll, lf:.' :lH,l.l
,.;lii;r;i:i::t i'i::lll,i,,,lli ' 

,y I flI ';.: :.1;::l; i:f, f
,'l'ili-;ll,:;ll"i;i,[.;::,1iil*" ;; .i ;:;; ''-

*:^T,"l"l:tmT:r**lir;t'^tri:r,,'l#i{tix+ll:
appe.rl_to-a legat rnagistr.te b clefend hintscu, hi" l.-", ,f* 1o1.,.,r..i
l";i: :l;J;.i:,";,::t ; ;ii'"i ililj ;:it ;i, ;.,: ".:ii' i J',,s "." ",.. r"s f rJr rrrJ t1..\,,1..r.F .r,,t_r1.d \ rrrr ,,1.,,T €

1,:,"*;i:i:1.11! :.x,.ii.Til:'.,H:::lilt;* y".,:.1"":''lt";'.,sx

*l;r',r vi1+!.!:ir1r;-,*:r"5:':fi ':::*ri*:* ff *i
|i:il:,i:lriiliiU i,'.ruft:;::r,:::ltJ:Hfi :;iJ:,'.:,i':l
;:i':ll 5i..Ji:i:l,H ;i;i';:f t -'"" ""''"' prnishe'r an i'oc.,,

*ilFi';;x't".i,j:.""ft"1":::lfi:;riH,iT,r:ff :i,,Ti.fl i:IntUstrrs \\ en. p.ssfH riFtrt befrrrf hb Fi.

ll;;; I ."1"it:,lii;,:': :" lliiJi'' 'ff;l'i lll lli:. b,,' ,r.lJd b\

T,l,':,",1 i:, :,,;1: :, ";,;:; ":i"'''..." "u',o,,r,.,,^n.:,,,,,:,,,,.,, . ,, . ;.i.":i::."1,1.1.ii, .;;.
i1': l,':;'i l i'.:,,rtlli;l Il,;':i,t :I;:t , ;a.l;;r:i

lhe lllessecl l'arlists .15

a hun.:lred of them h'ould be necessary to prevent the abuses ofpowet
the vi(rlence, and villainous acts of the po\^'erful. I kno\ir all of life's
miseries. l'\'e penetrated the dens of the peasants, rcal flocks oi sla\,l]s
bent beneath the blorars. I've penetrated the houses of artisans, rvho
bare\' eke out a li\.ing. I'\-e seen the povert)' people hide in shamr,
r.aiting for nlghttime to s€arch through the garbage for a piece of stalc
bread, a bone, or al1 apple core. l've seen e\.ery kind of humrn suffer
irlit and a hundrect, a thousand, ten thousand mouths sobbing an.l
beililing for justicel And so I calle.t men of good will together aroun.l
me, and tolct them, "We shall defen.t the h'eak aj1d the poorl"

'Lhtil the l{'orldhas chanted, l{'hile there are stil prn-ileged men on
one side foNhom everythinil is permitted, with the lah's made fol
lheir benefii, and men on tire other side, condemned to suffer tlll thc
$.ilful acts and aLt the violent dee.]s, it is necessary to create a iorce th. I

opposes, stops, .j]d prevents ihese rrilful acts. It is like a balancc oi
iorces. And it's not anvthing ne .. Do yoLl perhaps b€lieve that th|
Dlp--e.i l.rr r-.. tr .r Io* ..rm" Lrroli.j'i' qrc tor, l.,milr.rr \!rlL .1.,

n (lor\ A rne In-ts nt I rtpFrcr
r,o unii.dlh" ioiii i;';i iii" vin.{fii;i;: i* ih6iiftiii,i;.,* 

""1.rin".. 
r

rrom oilrs. ihe ei"'""ir p". i"d aii*nd from the vnfiicatars. thr
Blessed Paulists are centLlfies old. Sometimes they slLlmber. Then sLrd

denl]t when thei"ve had all they can st.Lrl.:I, they a\,vaken. We \,\'ill dic
J nd then others will come after |LS, because the lveak will ahv.ys neod
people who protcct then, people who defenc:t them. Yqu,voufsclt
Balsco da Ctlstiglione, r'ith all of _vouI corrage,r'iih all of vour valoorl
.rr€ one of the r!'eak.'

'\'fe?'
'You're abne, and so _vou are r{'eak. You're a seect tossed rnto . fiel(l

bl' a baron's caprice anct domineernrg \\.ill. Without a name, rrithoL,l n

turiure, )'oLlfe expose.:t b]' your \.elv natlLre to other domxrecrif!,
men's persecutior! forced to hide like a bandit. Perhaps you,.:l .rlro.,d!
bc de.d by nol^, if a hiddef, \'igilaft lol ce hacln't prolected iJoLr, il h1
dicln't see in volr the m.n \{tro colrld be the slrongest pillnf of thc sc.l '

'Olr nol Neverl'velled Blasco.
'Dof't be over hastl'l' the leader of the Blessed Palllsts colLll|

f.pllecl '\bu'\'e renclered 
'nore 

than one ser!ice to orr trihrrn,rl
$jlhort evcn knolvin:l it, thorigh sunetimes ue \\,efe fofcrd lo h(

scvcfc lycn ihis Lime, despj!e your reilrsal, ioLr'\'e sefvcd us'
'N4c?',

'Ycs, y()Lr. B\, .cccl)Lifll ()rf invitiLio..'
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'Hor\'?'
'But don't you reallze thtlt $.e've eljminnted you? Don't yolr rcalize

you'rc lcaving us an open field?'
He took a .atch out of his vest pockct, ldrkcd at the time, and

adcled, 'lt's alread)r eight o'clock in thc cvcnnlg. At this hotll, the
Du.hess oi Motta and Violante are travcljing far ar{,.rr'

'Oh, good Lordl',velled Biasco, drau,ing a pisbl fronl his pocket.
'Ic[ me yo11're ly]ngl'

'l'm not lyintl Tle ctuchess afd hcr daughtcr wele put on a botrt an
ho11l ago, on mlr oders.'

'ScoLrndrcll' yelled Blasco, and he fircd thc pisbl.
lhe shot thundered iu the cavern and snrok.r fillcd thc an: A lauSh

replied. Bltlsco H'atched jn .mazcment ns ihc leader of the Blessed
PaLdists yelled loudly tor'.rds thc door 'lt's nothingl Get away from
the .]oor, everyonel' Then he bent dorfi and pickcd somethint up off
the tround. Ilolding it oL,t to the young man, hc said calml)', 'Mlr good

,vount m.n/ choose some different bullcts. Thcse ones, you see, get
denie.t. Fare .ell!'

He started to lea\.e, blrt Blasco blockccl his \\ra\t saj'ing, 'Yo11won't
leave this rcom until T fip offyor.rr mask. I want to look you in the face.
I want to kno r that when T Lell you ),ou'rc .r co\a'ad, ml' r'ords .ill
stdke yol1r skin ind notbe broken by tlui artificial facc.'

'Is ii really so important for you to kno ,$,ho I aml'
'Yesl'
'I codd sa\.e )'N the lroublc of tal<ing off n1), mask, brlt it's tlseless.

'The maskl The maskl'
'Well then, yes.It'sbcttcr ihat $'ay. Thdc.'With a cluick !\ra\.e oi lis

n. r.lne remf\ Ld lhe ol r rn". norrl'i-i:'r.
'Coriolanol' yelled Blasco,'Q,riol.rnol'

IIis arJns rell to his sidcs, his loice grew weak, and ire feli lis knees
givnrg out.

'Youl YoL,l Youl' hc said ,)vcr .rnd o\'cr again despairlngl)'.
'Yes, it is I. fih;ri arc yoit so surpriscd about? You should have sus

pected it. Me, the |erson you anncd nnd shot atl'
Blasco borvri his hcad, not knoi{ing \,vhat to repltr. IIis heart was

iom nncl iroublcd b), hlo diffelent, conflicting thouilhts thtlt colrld be
slrmnrecl up {,iih hdo narncs: Violante and Coriolano.

'\ ft;ri hire vo! dorl(:? And i{h.1t have I done?'he mufrnLrrcd if .

The Blesscd laulisls '17

vojce oI unspeakable p.1in. Thcn, .hanging his tone and h{)ldinjj his
other pistol out to Coriolano, hc addcd u'iih feverish exaltati()n, 'l(ill
me! I beg you, kili mel'

'Whv? \ rhat's gotten into youl Wl'ut you did is, I would s.t!,, lcgil
rnate, as js $'hat I'm doing. I don't bcar vou a grudgc. In lour pl.r..,
I'd have done the same thing. Shakc my hand.'

He lvas forced to reach out for Blasco's hand, a.d takc ii in his. I lreri
Blasco, olercome bi' emotiorr, !'urst hto sobs, rnurmuring, '()ll
Violantel Volantel' Therc rvas such dccp p.nr in that ivail that C1)ri

olano della Floresta rvas shaken.
'What are yoLL aftai.t of?'he said. 't si{,cnr on rn} honou thnt sli|

doesn't run any danter Not a hair on hcr hcad lvill hc touchcd. Uut w{
ned hcr Imafuele must be fieed ancl put somcwhere he']l be srrlc
from .ny Possible attempt on his life. l\ic i\,on't .rchicle this \^ lth(,l|l
kccping Don Rnimoncto della Motta's wifc arld dauthter as host.rgrs

'And lvhat if he doesn't give in?' askc.l Blasco \dith trcpid.ltion.
Coridano 'ns silent for a while.
'Arcn't vou goirg to ansrver me?'
'lt would be very seriorLs,' repllecl the Chc!alicr dclla Florestn.
'Aha! Thcn you see that your promise is subordinatcd to ... '
'No. I swore on mv honorr that neithcr the voulg s/oman nor lh.

duchess will suffer the sllilhtest l,iolcncc, cxc$t fr)r thc rcstdciions ()n

ihcir fr(\]dorn. Thev \,'i11be shut up inside a castlc, but t€ated $,ith .ril
of ihc rcgard due their station.'

Blasco seemecl tormented bv some thorght. Aftc1 a morncnt oi
silcrlcc, lre snid, 'What if I we1€ to guarantce not onl,v Emanoc o's
fr.cdorn, but also the recognition of his stati(D an.1 the restinrtlor ol
his titlc ancl p.trjnr0ny?'

'Y{)u, Biasco?' lhe Chevalier della Floresta cxcLannccl, strqetird.
'Ycs, rnc. If T lvere to gutlrantee this, r\'or d I'ou have any difiicLrllr-

frtrustnlg rne r,,-ilh the t\'!'o rvomen of the Housc ofAlbdmontu?'
'N4akc slrrc vou understand the obligation you'Ie assLmlng, Blisf{, '
'l know r{ hat I'm saying.'
' lhcl1 Llo vou have tie po1'er to do this?' askcd Corlol.no \,llh ,i

t{f l(trrfing look.
'I clo.'
J lf spokc thc \dords u iih srch ccrtaintv th.1t Coriolnno lo{)krrl ,rL

l,i,f with Srownlg asbnishrneft. What coulc:l m.1ke Blnsco so sLrf( ()l il,'
1,,,1 hf Frcrhrps Lrc.onrc closc $,ith Donnn Cabriclh again,.rnLl N,rs

| ,, rlilrg of rrrking Lrs(,r)i h.f tr) su.crrcl? | lr did not thlnk lhrl ,r)r ,l
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be enouth to give the yormg mrn such a scnsc of ccrtaint\t bccause
Don liaimondo had never let his wife lcad him along by thc nose. So
what ,as therel lt was not nc.essrry to rcftrsc Blasco's proposal, but
he ctid not believe he could entirel)r aijree to it either Therc $,as onlv
one course to take.

'Do you want a truce?' he asked.
'We coul.l even have a truce ...'
'For horr long?'
'The time it ttrkes to go to Iurln and come back.'
'Spare yolrseu the trip. Ihe Dr*e of Motta will be coming hclc

'He'll be coming hefe?'
'In fifteen davs, t .enty at the most, he']] kno{' lis family is h our

'And during all this time, what of that poor yorlng creature?/
'She won't srdfer the slightest discomfort.I told you.'
Blascobenthis head, thinkint about VtuIante, and a painfulscnsc of

dismalr wrLmt his heart. llis voice mixed h'ith re$et, pain, aJld anger,
he murmured, 'Oh 'h, \,vhy is it you staJldint in ftont of mc, and not
an eneml, or even a stranger?'

Coriolano smlled and put his mask back on, savhg scriously,
'Blasco, here inside, just hvo men have scen my facc - vou ard Don
Glroiamo Ammirata. No one else. Those twenty brothers who arc in
the other room how onlv this mask, elien thouilh they are thc lca.ting
members of the socieg'. For the other members,l'm a myth. Ncithcr in
her€ nor ouisi.te of here, not even 'hen we are alone, may thc slight-
est hint of this escape ]rolLr lipsl'

'Do _vou h'ant me to promise m]' most scrupulors silence?'
'No,I know yorL. No\r h'ait here rntil I send someone to gct you.

An.t most important of all, obey me.'
IIe went out, leaving the ]rornt man oveffhelmed by a ihons.nd

jdeas, a thousand feelings, ihat churned in his mind and distu$ed hnn
to the core of his being. The tribunal of the Blessed Paulists 'as still
assembled. The men had laid down their masks for a moment and
were takhg among themselves. A few of them standing tightly
around Don Cirolamo Ammirata were havinil him tell all thc dciails
nbout ho\.' the .ttempted kidntlppint of Violante ha.:l encled in vain.
He had had a narrorv escape. But Andrea had been stabbed. lf thc
sword had struck him an inch lower, it 'odd have sent him to his

The lJlessed l'rul sls l()

'That youig man js some devil,Iln tcllnlg you ...'
At that moment, Coriolano \,ent back into the crypt an.:l conrpl( lf

silorcc fcll all at once. E\-eryone put ihcir m.rsks back on and took thrif
places again. The Chevalier dclla Floresta said,'We have a ncir
brothcr May each one of you help hln and ptotecthlm if trol, scr h.'s
in danger'

A momcnt later, Blasco u.as tak.i1 into the room ailain. C,108hl
unawares b)' Coriolano's inviiatiorl, he had to srrear his lo),alty in,l
silcnce, according to ihe oatl1. Onc by one, each of the broiheis strrl
up to him and embracect hjm, thcn picrccd his or{'n arm and mnclc lh.
siF1 ofa small cross onBlascds forchcad t'ith the drop ofblood. lh.y
ilcnt back to their places, and thc rcport on deeds trnd complnints th.rl
thc)' had ilathered begarl. Miscry cried out through lhe molrths ol
those men, \,vhose masks madc thcm nnJnobile, and impassiblc rs
marblc. Most of the complainis t{crc about the colection of irhc 'd(nr.r-
tion' dclibemted bv Parliament, \dhich, as usual, burdened onl), the
(nnmon people. One hunclred thousand scudia 'as the taa burLlcrr orl
millhg ft'heat. The city siates ha.{ another tax burden of rearlv trr'
hundrcd thousand scudi. Forti' thousnnd \!as the burden or Palcrmo,
onc hunctrcd thirty tholLs.nd on thc mcrchants, and firenty lholrslnrl
on thc clcrks. In contrast, the barons had a tax burden of ofly lilll
thousand scu.li, and the clerg],, less il1an se\-en thousand. So Lhc taxfs
paid by the ownerc of all of thc land and all of the wealih in thf
knrgdom, the nobility and the clergy, di.l nor.nrolrnt ro e\.en on.-ilrrf(1
of what the have nots .ere forced to pa),. And the oh'ners .rlnrg this
light colltribution out of the peasant!r' blood b), means of their olfici.ls,
olclscers, and stront arm henchrncn, using ever,v kind of opprcssrrr.
Ar1 cntire history of cases of eriortiorl, kidnappinS, seizures of collrL.
cral, n'rced properh sales lhat tumcd ihe poor people out of h(trrs.
and honc, for they cordd not pay for thcmselves or the money olvcrl
bv the balon an.t the convent for nhich he was vassal p;'sscd mou"i'
fully time aiter time through thc crlpt, which seeme.t shui off finn tlt
world. lhere .ere also complaints against bloodsl,cking monfy
lcndcrs,judtes l\'ho gave in b fricndships or.orluption, inhum.n x,r(l

Brcdi, officials, who tried to {'ring somcthinil rnore out of Lhe virtinrs,
r'{)r their o1\'r profit.

Blasc(r listene.t, and out of his dismay he felt an emptintss itcll rlr
insidc him. Life appcifcLl in d !rr) differcnt lltht nrd n. cnl itr s(,r []
hf lrnd rcvlrr sLrspc.l.(l rirrl(ri,r ize(l L,fforc'hls cvos Anrl I'.r||i.rrr( r|,
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vlhich assembled !\Jith so much solemn pomp and seemect to bc ihe
delcnce and guarantcc of the kin€idom and the object of everyone,s
jealousy, now appearr:d to be the accornplice in all rhe ptundedlg.

llsr-,,lmo-l n orrinl s hFn r re r'bunjt ,1,^Jn\ d it. -e5. or. the
Blessc.l Paulists went o i one at a timc, mysteriouslv vanishing in the
shadow of a passagcwi)'. \ hen evcryone l\'as outsidc, Coriolano said
to tltasco, 'Lei's go.'

llut instead of follolving the same Path the others had taker! hc lcad
Blasco.lown a passagc with a smalt, sccret door that opened onto a
stailway. On the landing, an oil lamp bumed in ftonr of a Madonna
painted orr slate. Blasco rloticed that though he had had to go dorvr
h'hen hc had entered thc first time, nory as they lcfL nrstead of gonlg
lrack up ihey 'ere goin8 do .n agah. Ar the en.{ of rhe srairwa\ was
hi,.\,,hbule.lo-ed,,iibljrdr.,!,,, ( orr"Lr,, ro,r I k., nur

or ti- p'\l,i nJ op.n.d rl-, -mdll r.,r \v,le. H- r, nroLrr | ... "ndlhen hJd 81.,, o to. o" Jn.t .h t .hF o.\,, .rt.rir-.
'You sce,'he said smiling, 'l^'e're under rhe plorccfion of thc taw.

Thls housc !ve'\.e come out of belonils k, a judge.'
In fact, it r",'as Judge Baldi's house, on rhe srreefthai leads from San

Cosmo b Capo.

N.OTEJ

Vittolio Annlco di Saloia.allcred Palermo on 10 O.bber 1713 ro rake
possession ot the Knrgdonr of Sicily,.onced.d bv Filippo V follos,irg the

Zi' is h abbrcyiated forn of :/i., literally meaning uncte, buiofrcn ose.t
as an nriornal iil1e ofrespeciin parts of soui\crn tta\.
The 

"rdidsi, 
or rindn:ltors, arc des.ribed.s a hlsrori.alsect bvFran.es

.o Mlria Enanuele e Cretani Villabiinca (1720-1802:)lnhis Djoripttt
,rlrrl (P!lermo diari€s). According to this r!thor lhey n.y darc ba.k ro
1185.

Ascrdo was a large slh'el or goid coin rsed ar [rc rime. This fonn of.ur
rcncr lirie.lh appearance ind value a.Nrding ro r1r.-"gion oflaly ln
whi.l it circulaLcd and the hisiori.al period.


