		3
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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The Bystander Effect
The behavioral and social paralysis have contributed greatly to the bystander effect. The effect has compromises lives in the time of emergency due to the inability to offer help in the presence of others. The effect may be worse when there is a large number of bystanders. Aspects such as diffusion of responsibilities, group cohesiveness, and ambiguity have influenced the bystander effect considerably. The Kitty Genovese story demonstrate the bystander effect and how Latane & Darley’s model is applicable in increase the likelihood of helping.  
Reflection on Kitty Genovese story; a Bystander Situation
The infamous story of Kitty Genovese, a 28-year old female who was murder in New York City in 1994 is an example of bystander situation. Kitty was stabbed 12 times to death outside her apartment. While there were 38 witnesses reported to be watching the scene through their windows, no one was willing to provide emergency help. Based on the case, the onlookers were reluctant to intervene or provide emergency help such as calling the police since they perceive it that other witnesses seem likely to provide help in such situation. Moreover, the social influence in which individuals monitors how others surrounding them behave to determine the best way to act worsen the emergency condition, in this case, the witnesses would wait for one another to act while the murder is taking place. 
Step of Latane & Darley’s Model
The first step of the Latane & Darley’s Model is to recognize the problem. In this case, the bystander should recognize that whatever is happening is not normal, if this is the case, then it is a problem. In the case of Kitty, the bystanders should have recognized the situation as a problem due to the screams that she made in the night. After recognizing the situation as a problem, the step two of the model requires the interpretation of the problem as emergency. The fact that it was night and a loud voice of a woman is heard on the streets deemed the problem an emergency situation of someone crying for help. When the problem has been interpreted to need emergency, the third step of the model requires making a decision on whether one has a responsibility to act. Having a personal responsibility can diffuse across all the witnesses and one may want to take the first step to act. In the case of Kitty, everyone was aware of the problem that needed emergency response and became reluctant that other witnesses have personal responsibilities and will offer help.  The fourth and the fifth step of the model is making decision on how to assist and how to act to the emergency problem. While the witnesses in the Kitty’s case were aware of how they could have helped the situation, perhaps calling the police, none could do that due to social influence that another person could do that. 
Increase the Likelihood of Helping
One of the things that could have been done to increase the likelihood of helping is perceiving the other person as deserving help rather than assuming that someone else will help them. Knowing how to help will also provide courage to help someone in emergency needs. A dangerous situation can also increase the likelihood to helping someone in need. Similarly, a personalize relationship with the one in need of help will increase the likelihood of helping. 
Conclusion
The bystander effect is disastrous and is associated with injuries and deaths. Kitty’s case is an example of the bystander effect in which neighbors watched her die due to social influence and diffusion responsibility. Latane & Darley’s model is effective in identifying the emergency problem and act appropriately to help the situation.   

