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Pre-writing
1. How many times a week do you use the google, the internet, or an app?  How about in a day?
2. Imagine life without Google, the internet, or without a smartphone. How would your day change?  What would you do differently?
3. How do Google and the internet enhance our ability to communicate, research, and carry on our day to day activities?

After Reading the Text
1. What is your first impression of this article?  Write down what it’s making you think about.
2. Does Nicholas Carr make valid points about our dependence on the Internet and Google?
3. Are we dependent upon Google?  Give some pros and cons to our use of Google?
4. What do you think? Is Google making us stupid? Carr explains that he feels his mind changing. What does this mean for the minds of those (adolescents) who have grown up with Google?
5. Carr uses personal anecdotes and reflections in his argument, but says, “Anecdotes alone don’t prove much”(3).  Which other techniques does he use to make his point?
6. Carr’s essay was written in 2008. Is the internet now even more important and influential in our lives in 2018?

Breaking Down the Text
1. Who is Carr talking about (and who is his audience?)
2. What does Carr mean by the term stupid in his title?  Make a list of the ways that Carr thinks the Internet adversely changes the brain’s functions.
3. Carr states that when reading “my concentration often starts to drift after two or three pages. I get fidgety…begin looking for something else to do” (1). What is your own experience of reading online? Is it easier or harder for you to concentrate?
4. What does reading have to do with neural circuits? How does it affect our brain?
5. What is Carr’s evidence that these changes are taking place?
6. What are the consequences of these changes?
7. What does Carr mean when he says, “the Net is becoming a universal medium” (2)?
8. Carr tells us, “Once I was a scuba diver in the sea of words.  Now I zip along the surface like a guy on a Jet Ski”(2).  What, in your interpretation, does Carr mean here, and what are the larger implications of his observation?
9. What did Marshall McLuahn mean when he said that media supplies not only the stuff of thought but the process of thought as well (qtd. in Carr 2)? 
10. At one point, Carr quotes developmental psychologist Maryanne Wolf, who argues, “We are not only what we read…We are how we read” (qtd. in Carr 3).  What is Wolf telling us about our relationship with reading, and how does this connect to Carr’s larger argument?  ​
11. Why does Carr bookend the article with Hal from 2001: A Space Oddysey? to tie this article together? What comparisons are most effective?

 
 

