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Describe how juveniles are handled by the police and courts (Chapter 4 & 5)
Once detained by the police officers, juveniles are subject to various guidelines and laws as compared to adults. The attorney and parents of minor might have to be present before any police questioning, depending on the state laws. Also, state laws restrict the police's abilities to photograph or fingerprint juveniles in some instances (Champion, 2001). While in police custody, federal rules require that the minors be sound and sight separated from adult criminals. Juveniles are subject to different detention procedures and are taken to various facilities for correction. The approaches in juvenile processing are identical to the systems for adults. Nevertheless, there are generally many requirements and protections available to juveniles.
Firstly, the police can decide to temporarily arrest a juvenile if they reasonably believe the minor is committing a crime. Their reasonable belief for the arrest must be supported by events surrounding the arrests such as suspicious behavior of the juvenile. Such arrest is to facilitate temporary investigations (Champion, 2001). The arrestee is required to provide his valid identification details and not any other information that he/she might self-incriminate. Secondly, the police may arrest a juvenile when there exists probable cause based on specific facts available to police. However, such arrest is only permitted in public. If the police want to arrest a juvenile at his/her house, they have to obtain a warrant of arrest. 
An arresting officer can release a juvenile from police custody under an arrangement known as Station Adjustment. In such a case, the youth, depending on the gravity of the situation, will be ordered to observe restrictions based on his release (Champion, 2001).  In the event of a breach of those conditions, the juvenile might be arrested, and previous evidence obtained to be used against him/her to obtain a conviction. Fourthly, the arresting police officer may detain a juvenile in custody for prosecution if he believes there is reasonable and urgent necessity to do so based on the nature and gravity of the offense. There is a different custodial period allowed according to the juvenile's age. Felony cases for minors 17years of age are referred to adult criminal courts while under that age will be tried in juvenile courts. Lastly, a police officer might request the court to detain the juvenile for a much more extended period pending hearing if he has grounds to believe the guardian may not be able to avail the minor for mention of the case (Champion, 2001). If there are not sufficient grounds to hold the juvenile, the arresting office can release the minor from the station without any charges.
The police are allowed to handle juveniles informally (Champion, 2001). Under this category, there are two situations on the streets and at the police station (stationhouse adjustment). On the streets, the police are allowed to talk with the youth and caution them on the consequences of breaking the law. The police are also entitled to write down the particulars of a juvenile for future reference. At the Police station, the police will discuss the juvenile situation with the parent, release him/her, direct parent to take their children to anger management classes, or work with schools’ administration to get the juvenile back to school. Formally, police will arrest the youth and book him/her in their records then release the minor to leave with the parent. Police officers might also refer the juvenile to detention care awaiting the arrival of the youth (Champion, 2001). The courts, however, protect all citizens from unlawful searches and seizures under the Fourth amendment laws.
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