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Child Abuse
Child abuse is a major social problem in our society today. This paper will highlight child abuse prevalence, signs of abused children, and step for reporting suspected child abuse. Research shows that 3 in 4 children aged 2-4 years often suffer physical abuse or psychological distress inflicted by the parents or caretaker. Besides, 1 in 5 women and 1 in 13 men have been sexually abused as a child. The world health organization reports that every year there are 40-150 homicides deaths for children aged below18 years which are a result of child mistreatment. In countries experiencing conflicts and war, young girls are the most vulnerable group to sexual abuse, exploitation by military forces as well as members of their respective community.
There are various forms of child abuse namely, physical abuse, neglect, emotional abuse, and sexual abuse. To start with Physical abuse is any act likely to cause injury or harm to a child. Physical abuse ranges from minor to severe injuries that may result from hitting, kicking, punching, etc. There are various signs of physical abuse which include, child complaining of pain without an actual injury, frequent body injuries such as burns, black eyes as well as cuts without a sufficient reason, fear of going home especially after school, having an aggressive behavior, etc.

Secondly, neglect refers to the failure to provide child basic needs except for failure caused by poverty or financial inability. There are many signs of child neglect which include; lack of personal cleanliness, wearing torn clothes, frequent absence from school, malnourishment, etc. Thirdly, emotional abuse refers to a mental injury that affects child growth and psychological functioning. Emotionally abused children are likely to show the following signs; low self-esteem, distress, slow physical and intellectual development, difficulty to make new friends, etc.

Lastly, sexual abuse refers to is any form of unwanted or forced sexual activity. There are various signs of a sexually abused child which include but not limited to evidence of injury in the genital area, pregnancy among young girls, signs of sexually transmitted diseases, etc.

Every person is responsible for ending child abuse in our society.  The law requires people to identify and report any suspected child abuse to the relevant authorities. The following are steps teachers should take after identifying a suspected child abuse case. First, they are required to stay calm and listen while reassuring the child it is okay to speak up. Being supportive will make the child feel free to share his or her experience. The teacher is also required to gather and record all the essential details of child abuse. The teacher should also disclose to the child what is likely to happen while reassuring the child things are going change .lastly they should report the suspected case to the school administration or relevant authorities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a teacher, I will keenly listen to the child and be supportive to gather all the essential details of the child abuse. I will then contact the child protection department in my area to report suspected child abuse. Reporting suspected child abuse is not always easy especially for teachers who are classified as mandatory reporters because of how often they interact with children. Teachers fear that reporting suspected child abuse may get the child into more troubles. For example, if you are in a relationship with the affected family perhaps it will be difficult to report the case due to fear of damaging your relationship as well as what will happen to the child.
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