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Childhood Trauma and Battle for Survival
The environment where a child is brought up in affects the child’s way of interacting with people and general life, in that it is often hard for them to leave the old ways they are used to. What is cultured in them become the very part of them that gets rooted within them. For instance, when a child is raised in a good environment filled with love, care, and protection, the child grows up seeing the world as a good place to be, since they have been sheltered from the harsh reality of life. However, the children raised in families with harsh environments usually grow up traumatized with a lot of negativity towards life, since they have never experienced living in a peaceful environment which makes the world a bearable place to live.
Considering the following the following stories; the rocking horse winner by D. H Lawrence there is a woman who is married to an average man and has three children. A boy and twins who were girls. This woman was raised from an elite family and she was used to a luxurious life. The husband, however, can only provide a minimum amount of luxury. We see that the woman is affected in that she was raised in a rich family and getting married to this average man who could not provide for what she was used to, she considers herself unlucky. Her son, Paul, notices how dissatisfied her mother was and asks why she always frowning. This is after Paul and his siblings noticed that they needed more as their parent’s income was insufficient, as the house always screams “ money, money, money and more money”. 
This symbolizes that the hypocrisy of the parents to maintain their social status and yet they had many responsibilities and basically could not fit in the social class they were trying to maintain. The conversation Paul has with his mother is such that his brain is programmed for you to succeed in life you have to be lucky, as the mother terms herself as unlucky for marrying who is also unlucky and that is why they struggle to maintain their living standards. “He ought to, then. And aren’t you lucky either mother?” .Paul then tells his mother that he thinks he is lucky. His mother does not trust him, and this pushes Paul to go the extreme to prove his mother that he is indeed lucky. Here Paul displays the theme of determination as he goes back to his horse and rides with only one focus in mind, getting to that lucky place his mom was talking about. Paul grows up with the mentality that having money makes you a lucky person that he even goes ahead and starts gambling based on unsure predictions.
Most of the time Paul used to win such that when he lost he becomes so much devastated. The only people who knew about his betting adventures was his Oscar and his gardener Basset who was also Paul's partner. Oscar realizes later when Paul secretly surprises his mother on her birthday that he undergoes all those troubles for his mother’s sake, who also never knew Paul’s adventures. This portrays the great love he has for his mother. At one point Paul lost a lot of money which made him ride his horse up to the point of unconsciousness where he could only utter one his surest predictions which earned him a lot of money in absentia. Basset comes while he is semi-conscious and tells him this with his mother’s presence after which he reminds his mother that he told her that he was lucky. His mother says she does not remember and this kills him. This portrays the unseen character of Paul’s mother and unknowingly kills her son.
The Shawl by Louise Erdrich; this story is told by a third party and the eldest grandchild of Aanakward. From the third party's view which the first part of the story, Aanakward is a married woman that has two children, a five-year-old boy, and a nine-year-old daughter, commits adultery and bears a child who is not her husbands. Aanakward meant clouds and clouds changes. She lived up to her name as she became very temperamental making those around fear any interactions with her. The husband notices the changes in her moods and says that their marriage is not working anymore so he goes ahead and calls the other man’s uncle to come for her. She loved the other man more than her husband. 
In the event of leaving she takes her wedlock daughter plus her other daughter with her. Their village, Anishinaabeg, was wolf manifested at that time and as they were leaving the wolves attacked them and Aanakward sacrifices her husband’s daughter so that they can save themselves from the wolves. This incident affects her husband and later causes greater damage to the son she leaves behind with her husband who later dies. All these events that happen to the son when he only 5 years old affect him such that he is afraid of abandonment. The son grows up, marries and bears three children. The wife dies and this further affects him as he becomes an alcoholic, and makes his children’s life miserable because he transforms into their worst nightmare. 
When his eldest son is 13 years, he comes home drunk as usual this makes him fight with his son after which they talk and the son understands why his father became the way he is. The son notices that it is the mistakes of the past made by his father’s parents which have made him be the way he is. The son then advises him to let go of the past and move on. “Have you ever considered, I asked him, given how tenderhearted your sister was, and how brave, that she looked at the whole situation? She saw that the wolves were only hungry?” From that day henceforth their lives change because there is peace. We see that the eldest son is affected up to the point of wanting to be alone while his siblings marry.
The Doe Season by David Michael Kaplan; this is a story is about a young girl Andrea who used to go hunting with her father, her brother Mac and her father’s friend Charlie. Charlie used to mock her if indeed she was a girl, ‘so what are you gonna be Andrea, a boy or a girl?’ (463). Andrea’s father used to defend her by saying that she would grow and get over being a tomboy, daddy’s girl. “She will be heard to noise and get tired” (457). When the Doe season came, she was determined to prove to people that were mocking her that she was determined to prove that girls can also play some of the roles played by boys.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, during this hunt, she prays that she killdeer and this symbolizes her sacrifice for womanhood so that she can fit in the male world. When she recalls the time she spends with her mother at the beach and gets scared after seeing the water which symbolizes her reluctance to join the womanhood. When she says that loves the fresh air at home and the woods shows how she just wants to remain the same. The guilt that eats her up after killing the deer makes her realize that it’s not the life she wants to lead. Children are generally affected by the lives they lead while they are young as portrayed by different characters in the stories stated above.
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