Running Head: Chinese Culture 		1
Chinese Culture 		3





Chinese Culture in the U.S.
Name
Institutional Affiliation
Date


Chinese Culture in the U.S.
The United States has experienced a significant increase in the Chinese population since the beginning of this century. According to Pew Research (2017), the Chinese population in the country has risen from 2.86 million in 2000 to 4.94 million in 2015. The increasing influx of Chinese in the country, in search of opportunities or education, has led to the rising popularity in Chinse culture in the country. However, the Chinese in the country experiences cultural shock due to the fundamental differences between their culture and the American. The rich Chinese culture remains ununderstood by many Americans thus adversely impacting social integration in the country. This paper looks at various aspects of Chinese culture including art, values, religion, and its representation in the United States. 
The history of Chinese culture dates back to the Yellow Emperor five thousand years ago. Yellow Emperor is accredited with modeling the practices and beliefs of the Chinese including the concept of deity (Zhang, 2017). He engineered the belief on gods and goddess responsible for various events in human life and subsequent advancements. For example, Shennong was the god for agriculture whereas Suiren revealed fire to human (Zhang, 2017). Subsequent dynasties like Qin, Han, and Tang advanced these beliefs and practices. Particularly, the Han Dynasty presented a golden era in the Chinse culture. The era was characterized by the development of arts, philosophy, and cultural preservation (Michael., 2018). Besides, it brought Confucianism in the Chinse culture. Confucianism is a philosophy that holds that human beings have positive attributes, teachable, and ready to improve their behaviors (Wang, 2010). Primarily, Confucianism focuses on cultivating positive characters among the population. 
Additionally, Chinese beliefs and practices have been influenced by other cultures. For example, Buddhism reached China in 67 C.E and significantly impacted their religious beliefs (Michael., 2018). Buddhism introduced the concept of personal salvation in the Chinese and considerably impacted their practices. The spread of Buddhism in Chinese culture coincided with the Tang Dynasty which is considered the peak of Chinese civilization and religiosity. Essentially, the robust development of strong communal values among the Chinese society is rooted in the impact of Buddhism in 67 C.E. For instance, the concept of righteousness, benevolence, faithfulness, wisdom, and propriety are linked to the Buddhism influence (Wang, 2010). These virtues form the key pillars in Chinese communal culture. 
Arts as a representation of cultural beliefs also experienced tremendous growth during the Han era. Han Dynasty promoted self and communal expression through drawings, paintings, songs, and poetry. Artists painted objects to represent various aspects of their social, economic, and political lives. The growth of the art industry during the Han era was also occasioned by the increasing number of wealthy individuals who demanded fine artistic works (Michael., 2018). An increase in demand for artifacts resulted in a higher number of artists producing various materials in the form of painting and drawing. The emergence of robust art industry during this era directly contributed to the representation and conversation of Chinese culture. 
The exponential growth of China and its influence in global geopolitics plays a role in the spread of Chinese culture to other countries. In the U.S., Chinese culture is represented in various ways by the media and artist (Wu, 2010). However, these representations sometimes border on the distortion of the image and designed to achieve political objectives by portraying China and its culture as inferior and oppressive. Media outlets and artists are playing a vital role in building an image of a country and its culture. Rubenstein defines an image as the message sends to from one person to another (Wu, 2010). 
American media has successfully managed to portray China and its culture as oppressive with limited space for self-expression. The representation dates back to the past Chinese dynasties that adopted authoritarian leadership styles. The contemporary media uses this historical background to misrepresent China and its culture. This misrepresentation is used as a political tool to manipulate the masses to adopt a particular perspective towards China and its culture. For instance, communism has received consistent negative reporting in American and attributed to the instances of human rights violation in China (Wu, 2010). The concept of communism is deeply rooted in Chinese culture and directly impacts its political and economic structure. However, the media and artists in the U.S. depicts it as an inferior concept designed to limit freedoms and personal growth- both economically and socially.
Chinese culture is also represented as an atheist by American media. Unlike the U.S. and Western nation, religiosity in China is not inclined towards Christianity or Islam. Chinese believe in the existence of a deity with different concepts as portrayed in Christianity and Islam (Michael., 2018). Consequently, a significant population of America citizens views Chinese culture as an atheist. This misrepresentation of the culture’s religious beliefs contributes to the adverse public opinion among Americans on the Chinese. Conversely, Chinese culture does not promote atheism as they believe in the existence of a deity.
Chinese culture is collectivistic and emphasizes on the communal well-being as opposed to individual gratifications (Wang, 2010). Collectivism requires members of society to act in a manner that promotes the welfare of the community. It emphasizes on attributes like generosity, kindness, and dependability to others. In Chinese cultures, individuals are required to be selfless and promote the interest of the entire community. The collectivist culture was the foundation of the current communism structure that exists in both political and economic systems.
The increasing popularity of Chinese culture has immensely contributed to the country’s art industry. Art is an instrumental part of cultural representation and identity. Chinese culture is reflected in various form of arts like pottery, sculpture, pottery, jade carving, painting, and carving. Art in China dates back to the Han Dynasty that developed and promoted cultural philosophy among Chinese (Michael., 2018). Artists used their skills to depict a various aspect of their society. For instance, art was an instrumental tool used to reflect the classism in Chinese societies. Han Dynasty was characterized by the increasing population of wealthy individuals thus increasing the demand for artistic works like poems, songs, paintings, and calligraphy (Michael., 2018). The wealthy individuals were ready to pay for these works considering they were relatively expensive. Essentially, the distribution of artistic works in China entrenched classism in the country. The wealthy individuals had access to various works, unlike the poor and middle-income earners. Notably, classism went beyond the consumers and became entrenched among the artists. For instance,  amateurs and elites earned differently from their professional works (Michael., 2018). Artists that served the courts held the highest position in the hierarchy and made handsome profits from their works.
One outstanding feature of Chinese culture from the western and American ones is its values. The values in this culture aim at enhancing communal interest as opposed to self-gratifications. Chinese society emphasizes on benevolence, righteousness, wisdom, harmony, loyalty, and filial petty (Wang, 2010). These values help in enhancing Confucianism which is the core of Chinese culture. For instance, filial piety as a value requires that the community respect and care for the elders. They also have a responsibility to accord them a decent set off when they pass on (Wang, 2010). Filial piety was an instrumental part of the culture that helped in intergenerational interactions designed to enhance unity in the community. Benevolence emphasizes familial ties which are extended to friends. Chinese culture stresses on the family connections as the core of communal existence. Benevolence promotes peace among families and communities leading to prosperity. The community holds that "A peaceful family will prosper." Similarly, loyalty refers to one’s obligation to offer service to the community. All the values are designed to enhance harmonious communal existence. 
Another vital component of Chinese culture is the defined gender roles between men and women. Traditionally, male held leadership positions in society and controlled wealth. Men led their homes and made nearly all major decisions for the family and also provide protection. On the other hand, women were required to be loyal to their husbands and also take care of the children. Additionally, women played a role in choosing a bride for their sons. However, the society has been restructured and both genders currently enjoy rights to own property. Chinese women are taking up leadership positions both in politics and business. 
In conclusion, the rising popularity of Chinese culture in the United States is a commendable trend. Even though the public view it with contempt, the media can help in reconstructing the image by focusing on the positive aspects. For instance, its values are similar to those of other cultures in the U.S. Additionally, the concept of collectivism is essential in building a strong nation as makes the citizens responsible for protecting each other's rights. Finally, the modernization of Chinese culture by moving away from traditional gender roles is a great step in cultural assimilation.
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