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Too Much Power of the Church
 The fate of any new religion in a community or society is beyond the control of its member.  The growth of such an organization is under the control of many factors including the ancient religion of the society, the political organization of the society and social need of the people in the society. Political organizations have a big part in the suppression of upcoming religions. However, this was not the case for Christianity or the church which was able to emerge strong and take dominance over the centuries. Considering that during the development of the church the society was under the rule of emperors, there are many factors that must have contributed to the fast and strong establishment.
	Before the church, people practiced paganism, the worship of idol gods. People depended on more than one god for different needs. These gods would travel from different parts of the empire developing religion confusion to the people of that age. Religion confusion, in addition to pluralism brought about a weakening of paganism. Christianity, on the other hand, preached the gospel of one god who was able to do all the thing people trusted for their many gods. In addition to pluralism in worship, the Roman Empire, which ruled in the days, offered religious freedom, allowing the spread of the church(Why Did Christianity Succeed? - The Great Appeal | From Jesus To Christ | FRONTLINE | PBS).
	
In the Roman Empire there was great discrimination in terms of social class. There lived many people in abject poverty and few who were extremely rich. The Empire was made up of slave and masters. The value of a person was given according to their status in life.(Why Did Christianity Succeed? - The Great Appeal | From Jesus To Christ | FRONTLINE | PBS). However, the church had a different perspective on society. It created a new community where everyone was equal. "There is no male nor female, neither slave nor free" as quoted from Paul’s letter to the church, gave people new hope of equity and attracted them to the church. 
	In addition to hierarchical organization in the Roman Empire, the needy in the society were also neglected. The widows who were poor were ranked the lowest and received no help. However, the church had well fare organizations were the sick could be taken care of. The church educated their members in order to help them read the bible or religion manuscripts(Why Did Christianity Succeed? - The Great Appeal | From Jesus To Christ | FRONTLINE | PBS). The church recognized the widows in the society, held them with dignity and helped them with their daily needs. Among the above factors in the Roman Empire is the massive demographic change that was experienced. During that period there was a huge development in term of cities but a great decline in the people’s population leaving in the cities. Therefore, the people who practiced paganism decreased as those of the new region, Christianity, increased. Demographic changes allowed the spread of the church.(Why Did Christianity Succeed? - The Rise Of Christianity | From Jesus To Christ | FRONTLINE | PBS)
	The church offered people what they needed during that period.  The church offered freedom from pluralism, where gods were bought and carried from one part of the Empire to the other. Christianity offered hope to the oppressed in the society, equating slave to their masters and giving them dignity. The social welfare provided by the church attracted people, especially the poor and the widows. Freedom of worship in the Roman Empire gave the church the open doors for it to grow. The fact that Constantine, a Roman Emperor during the time embraced Christianity, gave the church a wider door to take control. With the government's support, the church was able to spread freely taking control of the many parts of the world.
 In conclusion, the spread and dominance of the church for centuries is attributed to the fact that it offered the people’s needs of the time. The church was able to gain the support of the government, attributing to its ability to remain strong.
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