Running head: CORRECTIONAL POLICY
CORRECTIONAL POLICY									3







[bookmark: _Hlk47947283]Correctional Policy
Name
Institution
Date














Correctional Policy
In the United States today, correctional agencies are being faced with issues in administration liability, the increasing numbers of case laws, and the increasing demand to provide support in encouraging professional behavior. These forces have prompted the correctional agencies to develop clear and concise correctional policies and procedures to be followed by the staff, offenders, and the general public (National Institute of Correction, n.d.). Modern correctional operations are based on these well-written policies and procedures that provide direction and guidance for concerned parties in criminal justice. For the correctional policies to be effective, they need to be grounded on defensible rationale to produce legitimate correctional outcomes, which is the main goal of implementing the policy (National Institute of Correction, n.d.). The main role of correctional policies is to ensure the convicts are brought to book.
In recent times, however, correctional policies have been taking a different approach to correcting the lawbreakers and convicts, especially those in state and federal correctional confinements, to make them better members of society. One of the commonly used policies that aim to improve inmates' behavior pre and post-release is the correctional programming policy (Due, 2017). Correctional programming includes numerous services, including substance abuse treatment, sex offender treatment, and psychological treatment that aims to improve the behavior of inmates before they are released. In most cases, correctional programming addresses recidivism, which is the tendency to return to criminal behavior after release. Recidivism measures convicts' tendency to face rearrests, reconviction, and resentencing after release (Duwe, 2017). Correctional programming aims to reduce the recidivism rate, which is observed to be high among men, non-whites, and young offenders (Durose, Cooper, & Snyder, 2014). 
For this assignment, I explained the correctional policies to my roommate, a transfer student who grew up in a highly secure neighbourhood where the occurrence of crime was limited. Based on their background and the unfamiliarity to the topic at hand, they did not have much knowledge of the criminal system. Therefore, after explaining the policy to them, they seemed perplexed and impressed at the same time. The roommate could not believe how complex and biased the United States, the criminal system is, including some of the commonly applied policies (Reiman & Leighton, 2015). For most American citizens, especially those who do not belong to the minority communities, the criminal system is perfectly designed. However, in practice, the criminal justice is failing, especially when concerning implementing policies designed to reduce crime rates, treating crime differently based on the social status and influence, and the numerous economic bias portrayed by the system (Reiman & Leighton, 2015). Therefore, based on the roommate's reaction, it is evident that most of the population in the United States remain unaware of the short-comings of the criminal system. 
Finally, when preparing for this assignment, I encountered numerous communication difficulties that had a significant influence on the final document's presentation. One such communication difficulty is determining direction and maintaining focus. The field of criminal justice comprises of numerous policies that were relevant for application in this assignment, and other are intertwined (Adler, Rodman, & Du Pré 2016). These posed significant challenges when presenting the content. Another communication challenge that I faced in this assignment was demonstrating content relevance. As mentioned, the policies in criminal justice are numerous, meaning that identifying a particular one and developing it to create relevance concerning the course was a challenge (Adler, Rodman, & Du Pré 2016). However, on the flip side, preparing for the discussion brought about numerous insights, especially about the criminal system procedures. 
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