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Clinical Field Experience
Getting field experience is one of the critical elements of my course as it gives the picture of what to expect in real practice. In this paper, I give a reflection on my interview with the school’s speech pathologist. The interview covered areas such as the criteria in differentiating factors of nonbiased formal and informal specialized diagnostic assessments, interpretation of information from a nonbiased formal specialized diagnostic assessment and its usage in developing eligible programs. Additionally, it looked into the steps taken to meet specific needs of students in scenarios where the tests fail to detect any disability. Finally, it also covered the strategy of communicating the results from the assessments to stakeholders.
Speech pathologist are communication experts that diagnose and treat any problem associated with communication or swallowing. These specialists work with all age groups ranging from babies to adults. However, this interview focused on students as they are the primary clients to the school’s speech pathologist. 
The primary difference between formal and informal assessments is the former uses credible data to support it conclusion from the tests. On the other hand, the latter is performance driven and do not rely on any data to arrive at the conclusion. In the case of formal assessment, the pathologist relies on data from medical history, linguistic background, family history and the review of cognitive, visual, auditory and motor status. Other critical areas that the pathologist looks at include identifying potential intervention measures, identifying the standardized elements of given speech and carrying out follow-up programs to monitor progress in communication and swallowing. On the other hand, informal assessment is carried out mainly through language sampling technique. The method involves eliciting spontaneous conversations in different contexts such as free play, dialogue or narration speeches. Others including assessing the Type-Toke Ratio and clausal density, Developmental Sentence Scoring. 
Just like any other profession, speech pathologists are guided by code of ethics. For instance, they must not look down upon any student based on the speech problems. Secondly, they have to maintain high level of privacy between him or her and the client. Additionally, speech pathologist must offer their services to students without any discrimination regardless of their race, religion or socioeconomic background. Discrimination of any kind goes against the constitution.
The findings by the pathologist are the core of any program develop by the school. She always make presentations during meetings among the school administration, teachers and parents and other shareholders. Additionally, she is charged with the responsibility of coming up with programs that effectively integrate all the students with speech difficulty in the school. 
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