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Gender roles and their impact on the color purple 
The novel, the color purple by Alice Walker is set in Georgia and is based on the lives of African American women in the southern states. Alice walker through her entire novel has depicted the roles of both men and women at the time in the united states of America (LaGrone 126). The story has been set at a time when the southern part of America was experiencing a lot of changes which involved both men and women and required them to take stands publicly and participate in demonstrations and protests against racism, violence and sexism that was rampant at the time. The African American community was largely affected by these vices, women being the most affected. They were domestically abused by their husbands, despite them being submissive. This forced all persons of all ages and gender form the African American community to fight this kind of oppression and other vices which were being perpetrated by the white persons who mistreated them because of the color of their skin (Walker, 38).
In the novel, the color purple characters go beyond the boundaries that define the roles of men and women. Throughout the novel, both men and women are given different roles that are important to their cause, one of the characters that bring out the roles or rather gender relationships in the novel is Celie through her life and encounters. Celie is the main character, and we are taken through her experiences and internal changes from a docile, ill-used wife to a brazenly sure and independent dark woman and representative (Staub, 85). 
Most parts of the novel depict the role of women as that of serving men and obeying their wishes as shown by Celie at the beginning of the novel, however she goes against this norm when she meets Shug who is the novels “bad girl”. Celie is seen to be obedient to Mr. in most post parts of the novel as it was the norm at the time. She did all the female chores and duties and even worked in the field. Throughout the novel women are looked down upon, talked down upon, raped, beaten up and worked tirelessly and expected to take all this without saying a word failure to which it would be followed by pain or far worse consequences despite their hard work. 
Women were seen as sexual objects as seen when Celie was raped and given way by her stepfather After Celie’s stepfather rapes her, he gives her away to Mr. ______, saying “She ain’t fresh tho, but I spect you know that. She spoiled. Twice.” (7). Her stepfather does not care what happens to her daughter and has a shallow opinion of all women. This is also emphasised by Bell Hooks in her critical essay “Ain't I A Woman” who says A devaluation of black womanhood occurred as a result of the sexual exploitation of black women during slavery that has not altered in the course of hundreds of years.” (hooks 53). Bell talks about the injustices that Celie, Nettie, Shug, Sofia and other female characters go through in “The color Purple”. Hook adds that black women were perceived as ‘beasts’/sexual savages who are unfit for marriage.” (hooks 65) who could only be considered for marriage for giving birth and housekeeping chores?
Women were supposed to serve as companions for their husbands and bear children for them and were confined to their homes will all their lives being centered on taking care of the house, their children and husbands. They were viewed as prizes for their husbands in wealthy plantations and were referred to as “plantation mistress” (Brinkley, 379). Women were to obey every command from their husbands. As much as they did all this they were still viewed as children and were only entitled to protection. When Harpo says he has never hit Sofia Mr. responds by saying “Well how you spect to make her mind? Wives are like children. You have to let’em know who got the upper hand.” (37) 
However, despite all this African American women had shown that they were capable of more than just housekeeping chores “Black female slaves had shown that they were capable of performing so-called “manly” labor, that they were able to endure hardship, pain, and privation, but could also perform those so-called “womanly” tasks of housekeeping, cooking, and childbearing.” (hooks 71). They were strong and even more motivated to come together and fight these vices at all costs. Celie was impacted by these women who made her develop into a strong, stable and free woman who was aware of herself.
Men were considered superior and better to women and had the upper hand; they are the oppressors but also fell victim to their patriarchy. In the novel men were expected to make all the decisions and when he said jump the woman’s position was to ask how high. Celie is given out by her stepfather without her consent, and she couldn’t do a thing. Making all the decisions ensured that the men secured a dominant role in the family.  This dominance cut across all gender even among boys/men. Mr. Albert was forced to marry Julia and Annie by his father even though he had eyes for Shug, forcing him to keep their relationship a secret. Mr. Albert also tries to do to his son what his father did to him at his wedding but fails. He does not give up and tries again to have control over his son’s life.
The men have more power, including control over women and authority over everything that the women do. An obvious example is when Celie is given for marriage without her agreeing to it. She moves from being her father’s slave to being her husband’s slave, and it is clear that all decisions have been made on her behalf. This is a clear indication from the book that Celie has no concept of freedom and have been given the right to beat their wives. This gives them the satisfaction of feeling like they have the upper hand in the family. The men also beat their wives to prove that he is the man in the family.
Men were expected to work in the fields but at times delegated these duties to women. After Shug and Celie leave Mr. Albert realizes how much of an important role the women played in their lives.
Men are seen to be promiscuous and are allowed to act as they wish. They can sleep with several females, and nothing can be done to them. This is depicted through Celie’s husband, who has an affair with Shug Avery who is sexually liberated unlike other women like Celie who are submissive and do not object to anything. Although, Shug receives a lot of criticism because of her lifestyle especially from church leaders. 
Men are considered to be oppressors of the females in the novel, and they end up being victims of their actions. This is shown through Celie’s dad, who rapes her, and she later bears two children from him. It gets worse when the two children are sold, and Celie is forced to marry Albert, who only accepts to marry her for her to take care of his children. However, Albert does not see her as anything other than a slave, and he even continues his affair with Shug Avery. Celie is also forced to drop out of school by her father to take care of her siblings, and a man deprives her of her education and freedom. Albert also wants to rape Nettie, but when he fails in his attempts, he is forced to kick Nettie out of the house. 
Celie’s oppression by the men in her life when she is placed in situations; she cannot control her undergo a lot of changes. Eventually, through her interaction with Shug, she decides to move out and leave with her while they started their own business.
The representation of gender roles in the novel is very vivid even though the writer was biased in depicting the role of men. Alice Walker portrayed men through the eyes of Celie to whom men were never kind. However, at the end of the novel the author embraces how women against all the odds went against these norms and stood against gender inequality. The women turned to each other to find solace and comfort because they were facing similar issues. The oppressors played a significant role in joining the women in solidarity amongst these women. This solidarity is shown when Mary Agnes helped Sofia when she was in prison, and Sofia returns the favor when she looks after Mary Agnes’ child when she goes away to be a singer. 
In conclusion the women in the novel fight for themselves and achieve their freedom from their oppressors. Celie and Nettie move from a state of near-slavery and get to express themselves as they liked: Nettie as a wife and teacher, Celie as a successful businesswoman. Sofia is given freedom to live as she chooses, while Mary Agnes develops her career as a singer and leaves behind the life of being tied to household chores jumping to a man’s commands.
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