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Company Selection, Background of Company, and Current Events—Week 3 (25 points) Choose your project companies (5 points): Two companies should be selected. Your selections must be publicly traded companies that compete with one another in the same industry. I encourage you to choose the company you work for or wish to learn more about the company and the industry. Please ensure the ticker symbol with the company name to ensure that it is publicly traded on one of the stock exchanges. Ticker symbols can be found on Yahoo! Finance. Background of companies (10 points): Briefly discuss the products and services the business sells and the industry they are in. Current events (10 points): Research and discuss two current events within the last 12 months that impact these businesses' financial statements. You will need to include APA in-text citations and a reference list of your sources, or points will be deducted.
	
	



Microsoft NASDAQ: MSFT 
Apple NASDAQ: AAPL
Background of companies (10 points): Briefly discuss the products and services the business sells and the industry they are in.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Apple incorporation produces and sells both computer software and hardware. It sells a wide array of products that include computers & laptops, mobile phones, and media devices. It provides network solutions, digital content for third parties, applications, and programs. It has segments worldwide, starting with the United State, Asia Pacific, Europe, and China. The apple product includes iPhones (iOS), OSX, watchOS, operating system, iCloud, iPhone, iPod, iPad, Mac software application.
Microsoft incorporation is involved in the developing of software, licensing them, and supporting them. They also sell hardware which they design by themselves. In addition, Microsoft incorporation offers cloud-based solutions that are used as storage devices and sharing of resources. (Dolata, U. 2017) Examples of these cloud-based services include Microsoft office 365, which allows people to work anywhere and anywhere. Xbox gaming will enable gamers to access internet games and play with other people who are not around them, Microsoft teams that allow people to hold meetings, and online lectures when they are at different times of the world. They also have a search engine that is Bing that allows people to access the internet. They also have products that include phones, servers, computers, video games, and software development tools. They also make hardware that provides for Xbox, accessories, and Microsoft PC hardware.
Current events (10 points): Research and discuss two current events within the last 12 months that impact these businesses' financial statements.
In March 2020, apple worked and did new hardware products and accessories in the market. These were the two new iPad Pro models, MacBook air, and a magic keyboard for the iPad pro. The MacBook Air had a magic keyboard that could be switched. The incorporation also introduced11 and 12.9 inch iPad pro, which incorporated accessories inside and a scanner on the back. On this, they also introduced the magical keyboard that gave the iPad the track pad experience. These inventions have boosted the company's financial growth as most people are buying the products, and thus they still have relevance in the market.
Microsoft has developed from 2018 and 2020, providing a unified search in its edge, existing office apps, and windows. The Microsoft search will be another search engine besides Bing. The Microsoft search engine's purpose was to help the day-to-day life f the user life. Unlike Bing that was majored o the outside world of machine reading, entity extraction, and computer vision. This development is more people-centric and not tied with any particular device. The company is still lobbying for people to switch it on to experience magical experience wherever they are, either in the browser, office app, or even in Bing. Having a different search engine for Microsoft is a big boost to them as they will make more money by having a lot of traffic on their engine. Thus increasing their financial numbers.
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