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Proofing Summary:

Hello Dominique, 

Thank you for submitting your essay to NetTutor! My name is Paola and I thought your essay had some really great points. It was my pleasure to 

review your work and overall really good job on your assignment. I have reviewed your submission and have provided some suggestions which may 

help you revise your assignment. Please feel free to contact us through a 24/7 live writing session with any follow-up questions or for any clarification.

Below, you will find a revision plan along with margin comments within your paper. Note that I have not proofread the draft for minor errors, but rather, 

focused on larger concerns such as idea development. For a complete look at grammar and punctuation, please use the free resource: Grammarly.  

You have done a nice job of stating your thesis and introducing your main topic. You've balanced your paper between source integration and your own 

written word. You've made some clear connections between your quoted source material and your topic. Your conclusion paragraph restates the topic 

and summarizes some key points from your paper.

Your essay should be typed and double-spaced on standard-sized paper (8.5" x 11"), with 1" margins on all sides. You should use a clear font that is 

highly readable. APA recommends using 12 pt. Times New Roman font. Include a page header (also known as the "running head") at the top of every 

page. To create a page header/running head, insert page numbers flush right. Then type "TITLE OF YOUR PAPER" in the header flush left using all 

capital letters. The running head is a shortened version of your paper's title and cannot exceed 50 characters including spacing and punctuation.

For your revisions, I suggest focusing on:

1. Introduction/Thesis: Try to provide a clear thesis statement to show why you are writing and how will support your points for readers to have 

expectations of what your paper will be about. In a critical response essay, this should indicate what you determined the main message from the 

author to be in sharing the essay and showing how you can relate to that, or why that would be important for others to know about that idea.

2: Focus/Organization: You may want to review the focus of intentions as shown in your prompt and sample paper. If you look carefully at the 

organization of ideas, you should be able to present an introduction to summarize what the essay was about that you are responding to, show how you 

used critical thinking to determine what the main message would be, show how your personal experiences help you relate to that main idea, and 

explain how we can all learn something from thinking about the big picture presented by the author in the essay.

3. Body Paragraphs: Your body paragraphs need to expand on your thesis. Try to use more clear and concise language when following up your topic 

sentence. You can develop your body paragraphs by following the PIE method (Point, Integrate research, Explanation). Try to begin your body 

paragraphs in your own words with a topic sentence that establishes the Point and focus of the discussion. Remember that ach of your body 

paragraphs should relate to and support your thesis statement. You will want to integrate research information in the discussion to support the 

paragraph's point. Be sure to clearly explain the point of the paragraph and connect the point with the thesis statement.

4. Citations/References/Formatting: Any resources that you've listed in your references page must also be mentioned in your writing. You need to give 

proper credit to the information you're borrowing from your sources. Word-for-word information but me quoted. All quoted and paraphrased information 

should have parenthetical citations that state the author's last name (if you haven't done so in the sentence already) and a publication date. 

Good Luck!
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Title Page

The title page should contain the title of the paper, the author's name, and the institutional affiliation. Include the page header (described above) 

flush left with the page number flush right at the top of the page. Please note that on the title page, your page header/running head should look 

like this:

Running head: TITLE OF YOUR PAPER

Pages after the title page should have a running head that looks like this:

TITLE OF YOUR PAPER

Type your title in upper and lowercase letters centered in the upper half of the page. APA recommends that your title be no more than 12 words 

in length and that it should not contain abbreviations or words that serve no purpose. Your title may take up one or two lines. All text on the title 

page, and throughout your paper, should be double-spaced.

Beneath the title, type the author's name: first name, middle initial(s), and last name. Do not use titles (Dr.) or degrees (PhD).

Beneath the author's name, type the institutional affiliation, which should indicate the location where the author(s) conducted the research.
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No matter what paper you write, it must have 

a strong thesis statement. The thesis is the 

backbone to any paper. This is a good thesis 

statement. Your thesis statement needs to be 

all encompassing and should point out the 

main point/issues you will be talking about in 

your essay. Be sure to create a clear thesis 

statement that establishes the overall 

point/purpose of your paper. So far it's pretty 

good, it contains the gist of your essay, it’s 

precise and neatly written. Good job on that!
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Remember that for every piece of evidence 

(quoted or paraphrased material) you provide, 

you need to answer the question, "So what?" in 

your own words by explaining how it relates to 

your topic sentence and thesis statement.

Try to avoid the inclusion of quoted or 

paraphrased sources in your topic sentence. 

It's important to use this opportunity to 

establish the paragraph's topic in your own words.
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Combine this sentence with your previous body paragraph. 

It's possible to combine these into one cohesive 

sentence. This will give the paragraph a stronger 

topic sentence and eliminate repetition.

Maybe mention how gun rights is built into 

our constitution and that the basis of this is 

due to the fact that if ever Americans had to 

rebel against the gov, then they could arm 

themselves (in the 1800s this idea works, 

but obviously it doesn't now)
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Develop your paragraphs more. In general, 

all paragraphs need to have 3 pieces:

P-Point—also known as your topic sentence 

where you state what the paragraph is about

I-Information—where you present your 

information (facts, details, quotes, and reasons)

E-Explanation—where you explain the 

relevance or importance of your information

Please be sure to do all of this when writing 

your paragraphs. 

doing so
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Your topic sentences should derive from 

your thesis statement. Each paragraph that 

you write should be able to stand alone and 

not have to rely on previous writing to 

understand its context in your essay.  

For each topic sentence, you want to make a 

direct connection back to the thesis, and this 

sentence must show what the paragraph is 

going to be about without having to rely on 

reading the paragraph before. The idea here 

is that if you were to skim through this whole 

essay, you should be able to get an idea of 

what the whole paper is about by reading 

just the topic sentences of each paragraph. 
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You never outline how these policies cost the 

USA 229 billion. 

Elaborate a bit more on this. 

There's no transition between the previous body paragraph, and it's connection to how it leads to canada's gun policies. 

Remember to stay focused on your topic. 

Your assignments asks you to relate yourself 

to the story or show what you've learned 

from it. Asking questions about the plot takes 

away from that focus.
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How does this connect back to your main 

point towards Americas gun laws? Can you 

try to connect this? In doing so you would 

be bridging your body paragraphs. 

Avoid ending a body paragraph with a direct 

quote or a paraphrase of what someone 

else has said. The evidence you use is for 

your supporting sentences, but the end of 

your paragraph is where you should add 

your own ideas or analysis.

How so?
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Your body paragraphs are much too short. 

Remember to stick to 5-6 sentences per 

paragraph. Each paragraph is like an idea 

and to fully flesh them out you have to keep 

them aligned as is with a topic sentence that 

refers back to your thesis statement, then 

you back it up with supporting evidence, 

then you analysis and discuss it more, and 

then you transition into your next idea or 

paragraph. 
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Perhaps move this paragraph to the paragraph 

where I tell you to mention the second 

amendment. 

Great job! You've wrapped up the paragraph 

by answering the question, "So what?" and 

explained why the information you've 

presented is important and relates to your 

topic. 
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Remember that a conclusion doesn't introduce 

new topics. This includes quoted or 

paraphrased material from outside sources. 

Concluding paragraphs restate the introduction 

and wrap up the paper.

The conclusion should summarize the key 

points of your body paragraphs and reiterate 

your thesis statement. Any reader should be 

able to read only your conclusion paragraph 

and know what was discussed in your essay 

(the main idea and any major supporting 

topics). If you were to read just this final 

paragraph, would you know what your essay discussed?
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      Here's a link on the Purdue Owl for how to correctly format a APA Works Cited List: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_basic_rules.html
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