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Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret
	The subject of sustainability has been a major one in many sectors in recent times. Among the sectors where this subject has had the greatest impact is the agricultural sector. Considering the importance of the agricultural sector in feeding the rapidly increasing world population, it makes sense why there have been calls to ensure the practice of sustainable strategies in the industry. However, the fact that the agricultural sector and its impact on the environment are major contributors to the failure to achieve sustainability in many sectors is easily elusive to many people. To sustain agriculture, it is important to sustain the environment; however, agriculture is rapidly dilapidating the environment. The livestock industry in the USA is a perfect example of the massive negative impacts of modern agricultural practices on the environment. To make it worse, the numerous environmental organizations have been consistently avoiding this subject or even peddling lies with regards to the environmental impacts of the livestock industry. Anyone who doubts these truths should find time to watch the 2014 documentary by Kip Andersen and Keegan Kuhn – Cowspiracy: the sustainability secret. Livestock farming is already an important threat to environmental sustainability; unfortunately, with increase in investment into livestock farming, the threat will only become worse. Livestock farming is the most destructive industry on the planet. 
	There is no better place to find, interrogate, and comprehend the facts of the reality that the livestock industry is the most environmentally devastating industry in the world today that in the documentary – cowspiracy. The documentary is not only pregnant with facts but the directors utilize a unique way of ordering the facts to allow a smooth build up from one to another. At the end of the documentary, there is no cause for disappointment. On completion of the documentary, one realizes not only the destructive nature of the livestock industry but also the blatant lies that the environmental organizations peddle with regards to environmental sustainability. The authors and directors of the film exude a rare confidence and courage in exposing the rot of an industry many revere. It is a documentary that is worth every second spent on watching it. In fact, it is not strange that people with genuine interest in environmental sustainability will even watch the documentary repeatedly and take notes while watching. 
	The documentary provides convincing information regarding the adverse impacts of modern livestock farming on the environment. The film even provides verifiable data and mentions the relevant sources for interested persons to either verify or search for further information. The authors and directors of the documentary tackle the major subject areas expertly. For instance, the documentary effectively shows the extent to which the livestock industry releases greenhouse gases to the environment. Of essence, the documentary explains the fact that the livestock industry is unique for producing large amounts of other greenhouse gases other than carbon dioxide to the atmosphere; these other gases including methane and various oxides of nitrogen have a greater greenhouse potential than carbon dioxide. The documentary also breaks down the production of these gases at various levels in the industry. I particularly like the way the film demonstrates the potential increase in the volume of greenhouse gases the industry will release to the environment in future and the demonstration of the fact that the livestock industry is more destructive to the atmosphere than the combustion of fossil fuels. Furthermore, the documentary expertly addresses the fact that the industry utilizes plenty of water and contributes the looming global water crisis. However, the documentary fails to address the potential problem of water pollution that the industry causes. Moreover, the documentary demonstrates the fact that livestock farming requires huge parcels of land is a key contributor to the increasing desertification and the mass extinction of ocean and land species. The scenes that the documentary presents with regards to the amount of waste that the livestock industry produces each day are moving. The documentary presents harrowing scenes of mountains of dung and lakes of slurry; these scenes alone could be enough to convert a faint-hearted person into a vegetarian. The directors also look to vividly describe the problem of waste in the livestock industry by mentioning that the waste the industry produces is sufficient to cover several major US cities completely. The documentary also vividly introduces and describes the impact of modern technology and aggressive fishing techniques on the oceans and the sustainability of various major ocean species. The documentary reveals the unthinkable and stimulates the imaginations and emotions of the viewer. The documentary also shows alarming and disturbing scenes of the rate of rainforest clearance and wildlife destruction for the sake of the livestock industry. Ultimately, the documentary presents surprising data on the potential impacts of the livestock industry on humans. The documentary reveals that domesticated animals consume more food and water than humans and that their products are not necessarily healthy; in fact, their products predispose to various disease conditions. At the end of the film, the documentary presents convincing data on the amount of water and land that would be saved if everyone became a vegetarian. I am a vegetarian already. Anyone that has thought about abstaining from animal products altogether will not need any more convincing. 
	Apart from the presentation of the content, the graphics of the film are impressive. The ability of the filming cameras to capture vast areas of destroyed land from many positions is just amazing. The film also shows uncut and unedited footage; in other words, the things one sees in the film are the exact same things one will see on the ground. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The voice and tone of the narrators in the documentary also add to the allure. The narrators use a tone that is filled with great emotion and passion for the subject matter. In their voices, one can easily feel their deep care for the environment and their devastation at the impact of livestock farming on it. Their tone is also inquisitive and revealing; it alerts and prepares the viewer of the factual dossier the documentary presents while also inviting them to continually seek for more information and ultimately join the movement that will preserve the environment by addressing the problem of livestock farming. The soundtracks used in the film also add to the suspense that the narrators create before revealing key facts. The soundtracks also complement the disturbing nature of the content and intensify the emotional impacts of the film. In reality, the soundtracks used in the film and the weight of the content that the documentary presents with regards to our environment, the air we breathe, and our future almost drove me to tears. I bet some people will break to tears on the realization of this reality.  
	Everything about the documentary – Cowspirary: the Sustainability Secret – is great. The factual nature of the content and the convincing tone of the narrators can make even the most stubborn minds to realize the threat that the livestock industry poses to the future of humanity. The filming is also amazing. It is a film that every person in the world should watch. It is a documentary that will drive many to tears and convert many to vegetarians for the good of the earth and all humankind. 

