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Critical Analysis Essay
Introduction
James Baldwin’s Essay, A letter from a region in my mind, is an essay on the painful depiction that is racism. Baldwin quotes that “ Whatever white people do not know about Negroes reveals, precisely and inexorably, what they do not know about themselves.” (Baldwin, 1962) Baldwin uses the nonfiction element of narration prevalently in his text to effectively tell the story of one living this scourge. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Baldwin’s essay bases itself on his teenage experience in Harlem. During the summer that he turned fourteen, Baldwin was faced with a prolonged religious crisis. He, for the first time, became afraid of the evil within him and the evil around him. He saw the evil on the street that was a product of racism. He was in fear that he would end up in the same evil. The teenagers of Harlem seemed now to be settling into the long, hard winter of life, and all they knew of their oppressor was the man- the white man. (Baldwin, 1962)
Body Paragraphs
Baldwin heavily utilizes the element of narration/storytelling to drive his message home. This is shown in his chart onto inciting incidents, challenges and obstacles, turning points in his story, and the various positions he reached a resolution.

Drawing upon the Harlem street life, he invokes this narrative element by first mentioning the challenge that is living in the neighborhood. He mentions growing up with his friends dropping out of school, seeking to work, ending up inebriated, and lost in the sins of the street. This was a fact his father never ceased to impress him. It was his surefire path. It wasn't the brightest of futures, they were lost, weeping, fighting, cursing, and all the while not knowing the cause of their oppression, other than the man- the white man. In this phrase alone, Baldwin invokes figurative language.
Baldwin also couples in inciteful incidents to strengthen his narrative element. As young as he was, thirteen, the humiliation of the black people didn’t merely apply to workers. Crossing fifth avenue, a cop muttered as he passed ranting over why these niggers won't stay uptown where they belong. If that wasn't enough, two policemen stop and frisk a ten year Baldwin while making comic speculations cover his African ancestry and his probable sexual prowess, finally leaving him lying flat on the empty lots of Harlem. (Baldwin, 1962)
Baldwin himself was conflicted. In fear of ending up like his friends, he didn't know what path to take. He was the constant target of pimps' suggestive overtures, and whilst he held onto education, he knew of college graduates without jobs.
In his initial turning point, Baldwin finds escape in the church and its routines, which in the time, save him from the ravage of the streets. As a teenage preacher, he, however, loses passion in this and finally reaches his next turning point of a writing career and his experience with Islam, one that encouraged him to see the beauty that was his people and the hope that was beckoning. (Baldwin, 1962)
Conclusion
Baldwin’s essay has been able to effectively convey his message through the element of narration, seeking to embolden the cause for complete equality for all by portraying the scourge that is racism,  and its disastrous effects by establishing a call to sobriety both on the oppressed and the oppressor, that the oppressed see the beauty that he is.
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