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The mystery of how earth came to be has been very hard to solve and a lot of stories have been brought up by many cultures trying to unfold the events that led to creation. These stories are called myths and have been defined as the narrative about the organization and creation of the earth as per a certain group of people or culture (Rodgers, 2017). While creation may have several definitions depending on cultures, a dictionary definition describes it as the process of making something to exist or basically to produce something. This paper will try to tackle creation myths of the African culture, stating the elements involved and explore who the creators were and the steps of creation as well.
The African culture encompasses a variety of groups all of which have their different myths on the subject of creation. Some of the better examples will be the Zulu and Yoruba creation myths who were from South Africa. A basic common element of the African myths is the presence of legends or gods that in some way are responsible for creation. According to Yoruba, there was a god called Olorum, who ruled the sky with sovereignty (Olumide, 2019). Olorum created the sun and was the wisest and most powerful god. He had a sons and the eldest of them called Orumnila was the god of prophecy and advised his brother Obatala. Obatala himself created human beings and the land and was Olorum’s favorite son. Eshu was god’s messenger and Olokun, wife to Olorum and the goddess ruled over the seas. In this cultural myth, the earth was composed of water, the sky and the marshland (Olumide, 2019). Following his dissatisfaction with the goddess kingdom, Obatala requested for permission from Olorum the god to make forests, valleys, fields and mountains where plants and other creatures could dwell in. 
Zulu creation myth does not have a big difference either, from that of the Yoruba. According to this myth Unkulunkulu was the first man to be created and the other people after him were called the Zulus (Podolecka, 2020). Before his creation, there was nothing that existed on earth except for a very large seed which grew underneath the earth into a reed called Uthlanga which meant the foundation (Podolecka, 2020). From this reed, a man called Unkulunkulu came out of it once it was big enough making him the first. He then created the lakes, mountains, and snakes and mentored the Zulus into becoming hunters and gatherers. He also named all the animals that he created. 
The commonest thing about the African creation myths is that someone existed before everyone else and created a way through into the present world. These myths are very essential as they have given a foundation on which religion and beliefs can be based on in as much as some of them do not seem to have been the actual possibility. On the other hand however, they have very many disparities which make it difficult to determine a common course which could possibly solve the mystery of creation.
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