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                                                          Feeling lost.
                  At times life is not all about what we dream of, in fact it is distance a way of the physical site we may want to see while we enjoy. Men work while their wives stay at home should not be long forgotten earlier in those days before equality in gender. Bobbie Ann Mason develop a very interesting character by the name Leroy Moffit in her story “Shiloh” who is much more of an example of real life people who at times are not contented with what life has for them in the table as compared to what they used to have. Being a truck driver for fifteen years Leroy is back home and now to stay as he had sustained an injury in a highway accident which left his leg seriously injured. 
             Leroy all hope starts with his unwavering desire to love his wife like he has never did in the past. “can’t take my eyes off you”(190) He has only been seeing her times like he checks the crops and the farm, but now he has to face her day in day out and all he can offer to her is love. Like he had promised her in the past he would build Norma jean who is his wife a new home one day. Leroy is full of promises from the past and he continues to promise her that this thing of paying rent all their life will one day end by him building a new home “I’m aiming to build us a log house,” says Leroy “Soon as my plans come.”. Despite being a way for fifteen years he still feels that house does not feel like home to mean he still remembers he has an obligation to fulfil. 
                   Confusion seems to hunt Leroy since day one of his arrival to her wife. He seems to even have forgotten the connection between him and her wife “…has felt unusually tender about his wife and guilt over his long absence (615).”  This shows how confused Leroy is, the doubts of unusual tender tell it all. To an extent of doubting if it is true Norma Jean still loves him. How to find this makes him start revisiting his promises to her and he is still waiting to see if he will make the ends meet. Leroy also wants to build a house but he forgets he does not even have a job and her wife reminds him that he cannot do that without first finding the job “Like heck you are,” says Norma Jean. She takes Leroy’s needlepoint and shoves it into a drawer. “You have to find a job first. Nobody can afford to build now anyway.” This shows how his confusion is letting Jean even despise him.
                     Though he does not accept that he is totally lost, Leroy seems to suffer from loneliness for a while to appoint of forgetting how his town has drastically changed. They are no more farmers in the area requesting for payments. He tries to figure how much time he has spent with his wife since they got married but he refutes the claim that it was not intentional. The long trips explain it all. We can’t just say he is not remembering anything he is just lost in the darkness. He wants to start a new marriage, forgetting he already have one and that he has just been lost and he is back again to pick the pieces and rebuild again.
                     Supposing his wife claims she has been neglected, Leroy tries to compose himself and ignites love to her again to now reposes the love back of which her wife does not seem interested in it. Though he has almost recovered from the accident, being closer to her wife is not as easy as he thinks. First when he remembers about their dead son and how the death brew away his identity as a father emotionally he finds a gap between himself and wife. Randy their son died four months and three days after he was born. This has not been easy time for Jean, he needed comfort but Leroy only concentrated with his long distances. He looks like he treated Jean as an option and by the look of thing though she doesn’t tell it off openly her actions and reactions towards Leroy suggest openly that she was not only neglected but her feeling was long forgotten. He fears being replaced by other men in Jeans life 
                   Leroy is so desperate that after the accident the only thing he figures out is the old promises and how he will fulfill them. As a result, he is unable to reason out and this makes Jean to intimidate him. Apart from lying on the coach and smoking while he listens to jean play, he is so desperate to love her again, he is desperate for the love they used to have. He even notices that she is still pretty and his skin still flawless “can’t take my eyes Off you” and “I’ll Be Back.” He says Leroy. He is so desperate to build for her love but her love bumps him with intimidation that if he is so badly in need to build he can do a little carpentry to sustains his needless hope of building. “things you could do” she announces. “you could get a job as a guard at Union Carbide, where they’d let you set on a stool. you could get on at the lumberyard. You could do a little carpenter work, if you want to build so bad. You could-.’ Being so desperate makes him much more fill insecure to appoint that he feels like already Jean has other men.
                             As a result of being home Leroy started discovering things he has never known from Jean. He is very cautious and sensitive to his relationship and how he is being handled by Jean. He recounts a number of thing they used to cook and now they cannot cook them anymore and in fact he is being served with cereals in a bowl and they are left in the morning and to make the matter worse they are put in the bed. This cannot be compared to the early days when they used to have chicken, picnic ham and chocolate pie which were his favorite. He even notices that while he plays Jean is concentrating and this make him more cautious as he is able to realize that his wife no longer has any sense of companionship left in her.
                      People leaves in the past for failing to change the present. As it can be seen in the case of Leroy, accepting the past is very important. Failing to accept what has transpired in the past will only result in low self-esteem and logically it hinders people from exploring their capabilities. Even after watching how the present is Leroy even watched Jean leave despite having ample time to convince her of building the present. Even though one is very hopeful in life, actions needs to follow the hope for hope without action is dead.
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