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Artifact Description
Artifacts can be described as objects or instruments that humans make or made in the past for historical or cultural purposes (Bonaventura & Jones, 2011, p.85). Most societies have their own artifacts that are identified within a cultural setup. This writing focuses on the Jade artifact, popularly known as Gemstones.   This artifact was crafted through the Mesoamerican culture. The known sources of Jade can be traced in the Middle America on the Banks of River Motagua.  Jade works were being made by 1000B.C (Howard, 2012, p.117). The first works of this stones were first done by the Ormalec artisans. The components of Jade cannot be categorically stated.  This is because Jade does not occur in mineral forms. However, there are hard greenish bluish stones such as Jadeite that occurred. Others that occurred include serpentine, albeit amongst others. 
Jade Artifact was used to depict deities, individuals, animals, shamanic transformations and plants together with various intangible systems (Palka & Palka, 2010, p.65). The sculptures had varied sizes from single beads to large carvings such as the head of the Maya sun god which was 4.42 kgs. Beyond this, the Jade sculptures were also used symbolically in association with Maya religious and spiritual matters. They were associated with life and death. The Maya used to put jade beads in the mouth of the deceased as a funerary ritual was being performed. Mayas also associated the jade with the sun and the wind and in this relation, a number of the Maya jade figurines and sculptures showing wind and breath symbols have been discovered. Jade tools were also used by the ancient craftsmen in absence of metal tools to drill holes since jade was the hardest mineral known to the ancient Mesoamerica. 
To date, the Jade Artifact is in a fair condition. This because large amounts of original Jade Artifacts are missing because of the artifacts perishability and the disturbance of the deposits where they were excavated from. The Jade artifact can now be found in the ancient Mesoamerican museum ("Ancient Mesoamerica | The Utah Museum of Fine Arts", 2018).
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The life of the Mesoamerican Jade Mask
The search of Mesoamerican jade mask began in 1799 when an archeological researcher known as Alexender Von Humbolt began the road for an archeological search (Current Research,1979). The researcher sought to determine whether the findings in Mesoamerica were the same as those of European Megathilic. He later found out that they were not different. However, the most of his findings were lost during the Maya collapse. Mary Lou Rindiger discovered the first in-situ jade quarries in 1974. Ringer was also a key person in the discovery of Central America jadeite. The lowland of Motagua River was the only documented source of Mesoamerican jade from 1974 to 1996. 
The Mesoamerican jade project of Harvard conducted research from 1977 to 2000 and discovered the lost "Olmec Blue" mines, which was later published by the Mesoamerican director Russell Seitz (Field director at the Mesoamerican Jade project) in 2001. Several geochemical dating was conducted by the same archaeological research team on the Maya lode mines and alluvial sources in the hilly zones on the two sides of Motagua. In 1998 a hurricane occurred at the Motagua River which exposed the Maya lodes and the alluvial sources in the southern side of the Motagua River. It is suspected that Honduras may have alluvial jade compositions since it has Motagua as its border with Guatemala. The importance of these jades is that they have been used to preserve the cultural heritage of a community and a society. They demystify the true origin of the way people's life holds on, on their day today norms.
In conclusion, Artifacts are an important aspect in a society. Jades hold an important cultural aspect in the American society where they are found. They give an identity to a certain community.  The identity is often passed on to the next generation thus being an integral part of society
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