5








[bookmark: _GoBack]Debate 











Author
Institutional Affiliation
Instructor
Course code
Date of submission
During the revolutionary war, various public opinions differed on whether the colonists were justified to rebel against Great Britain. Some chose to remain loyal, arguing that America should remain as part of the British empire. In contrast, others argued that it was ok for colonists to break away from Great Britain and establish an independent nation. It is imperative to note that many native Americans, African-Americans, and women were on both sides and had goals of obtaining individual rights. This current discussion synthesizes historical evidence and provides a reasoned argument concurring with the colonists’ desire to rebel against Great Britain.
In the lead up to the American Revolution, white men wrote most of the accounts. Thomas Paine, an influential proponent of the revolution, developed strong feelings about government and society. He posited that governments were necessary evils required to protect society (Paine, 1976). Also, he noted that monarchies were unnatural, and since all men were born equal, he did not believe that anyone should inherit power. For instance, the King of England obstructed the administration of justice by refusing to assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. I believe his concerns were genuine since, naturally, monarchs were prone to corruption, which led to war and bloodshed. The colonists were believably justified in their desire to break away from Great Britain if they were to gain the best opportunity for women to achieve equality and economic freedom, which would have only been provided by a new government.
Arguably, it is essential to understand that most of the native Americans involved in the revolution were mainly concerned with preserving their way of life, protecting their territorial integrity, and avoiding political cooptation by Great Britain. In their arguments, the colonies believed that all men were created equal with certain unalienable rights, which governments instituted among were to protect. 
In their arguments, they noted that governments derived their powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of government became destructive of these ends, it was right to abolish it and institute new governments. Great Britain had failed to protect the interests of the colonies. They were trying to crack down on smuggling, regulate currency, and collect import taxes, enforcing the Navigation Acts they’d passed in mid-century to enforce their mercantilist monopoly on American trade (Chamberlain, 2018). 
In a sense, they were trying to steer more trade towards England and away from France and Netherlands; this was the whole point of colonizing. Similarly, taxes were also critical aggravation. The parliament argued that the war had been fought for the colonists' benefit, and for this reason, it was time for them to pay their fair share. However, the colonists argued that the war was not for their benefit, arguing that it was for Britain's benefit. Besides, they were not to pay taxes since they had no representation in the parliament that levied the taxes on them. Some of the unpopular taxes passed against the colonies include the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts (Jefferson, 2014). Similarly, the colonists also wanted a government that they could control instead of following British laws and doing whatever the King and the parliament ordered them to do. 
Concluding views
The parliament's refusal to give the colonists representatives in the government arguably prompted the colonies to break away from Britain to start their country. I believe the colonies were justified in their decisions because the British parliament and the King were imposing tyrannical laws that impeded their rights. In a sense, these laws were meant to get money from the colonists for Britain. The colonists did not like these oppressive laws. 
Most Americans disagreed with Britain’s parliament argument that the expensive French revolution was fought for their benefit. Against this background, they believed England fought the war to strengthen its empire, not benefit the colonies (Maier, 2012). These arguments, among others, are believed were justified for the colonists to break away from Britain. In the end, since their rights were being impeded and the British declared them in open rebellion, the colonists felt justified in breaking away from the British Empire by declaring independence in July 1776.
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