· In “Ideologies of Arrogance and the American Right” (Know-It-All Society, Ch. 4), Lynch analyzes the moral psychology underlying various strands of political conservatism currently prevalent throughout the United States. 
· However, Lynch starts his analysis from a historical perspective, leading off with a puzzle originally posed by Hannah Arendt in her 1966 book Origins of Totalitarianism. 
· In her attempt to understand the cultural and political conditions that made it possible for the rise of Nazism and the ensuing atrocities of the Holocaust to occur in post-Enlightenment German society, Arendt pointed out an “amazing fact” about the psychological impact totalitarian regimes have on some of their citizens: 
“the disturbing factor in the success of totalitarianism is … the true selflessness of its adherents: it may be understandable that a Nazi or Bolshevik will not be shaken in his conviction by crimes against people who do not belong to the movement or are even hostile to it; but the amazing fact is that neither is likely to waver when the monster begins to devour its own children and not even if he becomes a victim of persecution himself. On the contrary, to the wonder of the whole civilized world, he may even be willing to help in his own prosecution and frame his own death sentence if only his status as a member of the movement is not touched.” (307)
· According to Lynch, the key to solving Arendt’s puzzle is recognizing that the “true believer” adherents of authoritarian movements suffer from an unusually insidious variant of “tribal” epistemic arrogance, caused by a “combination of perceived superiority and defensive insecurity” (77). 
· Explain what Lynch means by this, and then explain whether you agree or disagree and why. Begin by describing Arendt’s puzzle and Lynch’s proposed solution as clearly as possible, focusing on Lynch’s notion of epistemic humility and the precise role it plays in his diagnosis of the peculiar psychological profile of authoritarian devotees. Then explain why you think Lynch’s proposed solution does or doesn’t succeed in solving the puzzle
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