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Video Discussion
David Video
According to the video David: Autism Spectrum Disorder, David explains how he goes for diagnosis for the pervasive developmental disorder at the same time living with Asperger’s. David has faced several challenges in his lifetime, especially at the workplace as the disorder was identified while he was thirty years. Additionally, he has encountered several challenges especially interacting with other people at work as well as communicating. David met the full criteria for DSM-5 diagnoses of being analyzed for autism spectrum disorder as he had presented symptoms such as challenges in communications, interpreting nonverbal social cues and unsuitable conversations in developing friendships. Unfortunately, many hospitals do not perform the required diagnosis and thus identification of such symptoms becomes hard when people are young until later stages. 
Differential diagnosis is very critical because many diseases have almost similar symptoms, however for correct and reliable clinical thinking, physicians need to use it in order to identify the list of possible health conditions causing the symptoms. Furthermore, differential diagnosis allows for suitable testing to be done and remove the options as they get the final diagnosis. Before, the decisions are made, information must be reviewed fast including an individual’s medical history, the present symptoms observed from the patient as well as the results obtained from the physical checkups. For example, diagnoses of heart attack and chest pain have similar symptoms with gastroesophageal reflux disease, therefore, the doctor has to perform examinations to identify what causes chest pains. First, they will perform electrocardiograms and blood tests to identify any leads of a heart attack.
Larry Video
Larry has also faced challenges although the symptoms started appearing while in seventh grade. During Larry’s early ages, he started suffering from hallucinations and could hear sounds both fictional and nonfictional (Larry: Schizophrenia). Despite the fact that Larry loved playing baseball, he could name some players and start calling and talking with them which he describes that he is not sure if everyone else was hearing. The mental health problem affected his school life a lot. With Larry indicating symptoms of hallucinations and disorganized speech he had already passed the criteria for DSM-5 diagnosis because it required one to have such symptoms. Although the main symptom is hallucinations many people are not diagnosed with schizophrenia and thus end up identified at a later stage when it has become severe as in the case of Larry.
Diagnosis of schizophrenia in Larry’s conditions was not applied using differential diagnoses. For instance, according to Koutsouleris et al. (2015), many psychiatric disorders have almost similar symptoms and treatment measures. Besides, bipolar disorder and schizophrenia are considered to be the most severe and affecting the brain when not taken care of in the early stages. Moreover, many people do not realize they have the disease in the early stages and thus think the behaviors are normal. Another issue that delays the symptoms and treatment is the regularity of misdiagnosis because many people do misinterpret the unipolar from bipolar depression. Additionally, in the case of Larry, the symptoms indicated including hallucinations and disorganized speech have been linked with other manic episodic and thus affecting diagnosis as well as treatment. 
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