Use at least one direct quote from either text. You can answer one of the following prompts for each text. (300-350 words)
Internal Migration & The Chinese Documentary Movement: 

“Policing and racialization of rural migrant workers in Chinese cities” by Dong Han

How is the case of Chinese migrant workers analyzed by the author through the frame of racialization rather than class-based terms? Or stated differently, how is it useful to understand migration in terms of race rather than class, according to the author?

What are the various ways that the author poses similarities between internal migrants in China and ‘immigration’ in the Western context?

What is the relevance of the case of Sun Zhigang? For what reason was he picked up by the police? And what is the role of the media in this case?

 How is ‘neoliberal industrialization’ tied to the exploitation of internal migrant workers? What are they deprived of? What is the economic justification that the author says is being used?

“When National Territory is Home to the Global: Old Borders to Novel Borderings” by Saskia Sessen 

What does Saskia Sessen say about what is normally used to define ‘the nation-state border’ What does she mean by ‘sub-national’ processes? And how does her argument change the common definition of what a border is? 

How does the notion of the global economy and the ‘global city’ change the relationship of the ‘nation state’ and borders?

Why is the “nation-state” an inadequate container for understanding formations that both go beyond the nation-state and that are sub-national? How does the global economy play a role in this?

Optional: “Street Level Visions: China’s Digital Documentary Movement” by Dan Edwards

http://sensesofcinema.com/2012/miff2012/street-level-visions-chinas-digital-documentary-movement/

What kind of subjects and ‘underworlds’ does the Chinese Documentary movement focus on? Why? 

Relate any of the points made in either article to the films watched in class. 

Ask a critical question about the text, or ask a question about a complex passage in either text.


































[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer at least one of the prompts, using at least 2 quotes from the assigned text(s). The word count minimum is 300-350 words (however there is no maximum if you need more space to answer). There is also a possibility for an extra credit point if you answer the extra credit question in reference to the optional reading posted in the assigned reading for Dec 5.  

Prompts: 

“Alien Identities: Exploring Difference in Film and Fiction” by Heidi Kaye and IQ Hunter 
The extraterrestrial alien has been a popular image in film since the 1950s. Many scholars have written about the various ways that the images of aliens can be interpreted to reflect various human social concerns. In the introduction chapter, the authors write about various approaches throughout the book and say that there are two ways that the book looks at aliens. What are these two ways? Why are extraterrestrials an interesting way to make commentary about human social issues? Pick one or two passages from the rest of the chapter (p. 4-8) and relate it to one or two of the previously assigned texts or films watched in Unit 2. 

How has the image of aliens in films changed over time according to the authors? What might this imply about  current cultural attitudes? And what do the authors say in the end of the chapter that films about extraterrestrial aliens are ultimately about? 


“District 9, race and neoliberalism in post-apartheid Johannesburg” by Keith Wagner
How does neoliberalism and unemployment fit into the discussion of District 9 in the article? 
The obvious reading of the film District 9 would be to see it only as a metaphor for the racial socio-economic conditions of Apartheid in South Africa. However, the author says that the director of District 9, Neill Blomkamp, makes other things visible as well. What are some of the other things that the author says the film District 9 makes visible? And who do the aliens represent? 
Pick two passages from the text and talk about how the situation of the extraterrestrial aliens in District 9 (as described by the author), relates to any of the other assigned readings or films watched during this course. 
EXTRA CREDIT Question (1 point extra): “TheState of Exception” - Optional Reading
What is philosopher Giorgio Agamben’s concept of the “State of Exception”? How might an ‘encampment’ for aliens be understood as a State of Exception?
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