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REFLECTION: 

You have written a draft recommending that NEU implement a survey to help identify and provide aid for students struggling with mental health issues during COVID-19 . Your CSR indicates that you seek feedback about whether you’ve gone off-topic in paragraphs/sections.

IDEA MAP:

This week, make an idea map of your own: number your paragraphs and read them one at a time. 
1. After reading the paragraph, write the main idea next to it. 
2. Look at what you have:
· Do the paragraphs move forward the way you want them to?
· Do they make sense as they progress? 
· Do they relate to the thesis statement?
· Do they fit with the rhetorical structure that the assignment guidelines laid out?

PRAISE

 You really took advantage of making the most of your first draft. This must be one of the most complete and thorough first-drafts I have read in a year or so. Nice work! You’ve made the next two weeks really about smaller revisions than larger ones. Good work.

FOCUS/THESIS: Your thesis is strong in terms of stating what you are recommending and the specific reasons that the University should adopt your recommendation (results it will lead to, like identify at-risk individuals, provide direct counseling services, and show it is taking responsibility for student well-being affected by the Covid-19).

DEVELOPMENT: You are using your source material well; your discussion develops the claims made in your thesis; you even have the opposition and rebuttal! Wow again. Great work

SENTENCES:

	Addressing the mental health needs of the identified students and staff would be an implication that Northeastern University values its stakeholders, and as a result, the students and staff would commit themselves to ensure that this institution achieves its objectives, both short-term and long-term.
	This topic sentence helps continue the conversation in a focused way and indicates why your recommendation is important.


RECOMMENDATIONS & STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVEMENT

First – make sure you’re consistent in naming the school; it’s Northeastern in the title, but turns into Northern someplace in the intro.

FOCUS/THESIS: 

DEVELOPMENT: 

RHETORICAL STRUCTURE/ORGANIZATION: Using a hierarchy of header  make sure when you revise that you go back and use a hierarchy of headers in two places: 
· In the Table of Contents (you need to include this in the draft, too):

Discussion
Identify At-Risk Students
Second point
Third point
Opposition
· In the discussion itself (begin each new point with a header identifying the angle you’re discussing)

PARAGRAPHS: Staying focused within paragraphs/sections  I agree that there are places where you need to really tighten up your content. Let’s look at one in particular:

By responding to the survey questions, the students and staff will provide opinions on whether they feel at a high risk of developing mental health issues due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Consequently, this will be helpful to the institution since it will be able to devise effective interventions to help these students and staff in preventing the development of mental issues. For example, the institution may consider organizing regular physical exercises for the students and encouraging other students and staff to remain close to those at risk of developing mental health issues while keeping social distance to prevent the spread of the pandemic. Essentially, regular physical activities would help the students and staff improve their memory, get better sleep, and enhance their mood (Chirikov et al., 2020). Also, physical exercises can be beneficial in relieving tension and stress, which are risk factors for mental health issues. Some of the common and most effective physical activities that Northeastern University should consider are athletics and football. 

While it does make sense to explain why it is important to identify students who need interventions (as you do here - Consequently, this will be helpful to the institution since it will be able to devise effective interventions to help these students and staff in preventing the development of mental issue), it does NOT make much sense to then go into a discussion of how physical activity is one such treatment. That seems like an entirely different recommendation report instead.

Use the Idea Map strategy suggested at the start of the paper. That should help you understand a bit more the job of each paragraph within each section (for instance, in the discussion section, a section would be one of those subheadings in the “hierarchy of headings” described above) and whether or not your paragraph is doing that. 

Remember – each piece of content in the paragraph should DIRECTLY BACK UP the topic sentence. Review the video here to see the relationship between topic sentence and content. 

Another paragraph I wonder about includes the one beginning this way:

· Essentially, a mental health counselor would be helpful in the evaluation and diagnosis of students and staff experiencing any signs of mental health issues, offer psychotherapy interventions to the identified students and staff, and work with these people in setting objectives, developing treatment interventions, and monitoring the effectiveness of the provided treatment interventions.

It might help to think of each subheading within the discussion as needing to consist of and do a few things:

A header that identifies the topic of discussion, then a topic sentence that relates back to the thesis (changing this will lead to result). Then, within each section, you can systematically address the following: 
a. Explain the issue as it currently stands 
b. Provide any research possible that backs up the idea that this is a problem or that this would benefit from being improved
c. Explain how your recommendation would achieve this & lead to overall purpose

So, for instance, one section of the discussion might look like this: 

	Identify At-Risk Individuals
	Topic statement about the relationship between at-risk individuals and purpose. Further explanation of this issue and how it currently exists at NEU. 
Research that shows why lack of identifying at-risk individuals is indeed a problem that can hurt NEU. Information and research about how there is a need for improvement of this problem. 
Explanation of how your major idea being proposed – survey – would improve this specific problem and lead to overall purpose/improve overall problem that NEU faces.

WRAP-UP:

 this is looking great. Next week, we’ll look at your APA style and sentence-level work. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. Good luck!



