[bookmark: _GoBack]Sexual Ethics - Issues of Gender, The Sex Industry, and Human Trafficking
[image: Discussion cloud and the word sex.]Note: In this exercise, like many other topics explored in this course, we cover controversial issues. People can differ widely in their beliefs and practices related to these issues, as viewpoints are based on many different aspects of their value systems, backgrounds, morals, and religious convictions. These topics are explored in this class because they are part of the social milieu. Whether it makes us uncomfortable, or not, these issues are a part of our modern world and to understand them is to better understand ourselves, our neighbors, and humanity in general.
 Please remember to remain respectful and tolerant of differing views surrounding the issues we will discuss in this activity.
View one or more of the following videos/talks about issues related to sex and/or gender. Note that some portions of these videos my contain sexually explicit discussion and/or language. After viewing the videos/talks, address the following questions in your discussion.
Videos/Talks
· Gender - The Space Between (1:00:09) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - This CBS news report explain how over the past several years, transgender narratives have populated countless headlines and TV sets. The world watched as Caitlyn Jenner transitioned, "Transparent" swept the Emmy Awards, and a Virginia boy's case to use the men's bathrooms at his school is headed to the Supreme Course. Yet, in all that conversation, there is a type of transgender person you will never hear about. They are known as non-binary. They use the pronouns they/them as a form of identification. "They" do not identify with being neither male nor female. Rather, these individuals often choose to reject gender completely, or fluctuate between masculinity and femininity on a day-to-day basis. As a result, no one non-binary person is like the next. View their stories in this video.
· Is Anatomy Destiny? (18:48) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - In this talk, Alice Dreger asks this question, "Why do we let our anatomy determine our fate?" Alice Dreger works with people at the edge of anatomy, such as conjoined twins and intersexed people. In her observation, it's often a fuzzy line between male and female, among other distinctions.
· The Ethical Stripper (15:06) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - This video will challenge your presumptions, stereotypes, and convictions with Stacey Clare as she raises important questions at the intersection of feminism, worker's rights, objectification, and sex work.
· Sex Worker - The Truth Behind The Smile (15:10) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - In this TED Talk, Antoinette Welch, former ADA in Nashville, TN, who won a landmark case under enhanced sex trafficking law, identifies and tackles the issues with the unequal societal perception of prostitution, how those views leave women drowning in the cycle of prostitution, and how the Hannah Project levels the playing field for those who want and need help to get out of the vicious cycle.
· What Do Sex Workers Want? (18:01) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - Everyone has an opinion about sex work, but what does sex worker Juno Mac think? In this TED Talk, Juno takes us through four different legal models addressing the sex industry and explains why they and sex workers around the world believe decriminalization and self-determination are the only way to keep sex workers safe. An activist with the Sex Work Open University, Juno campaigns for better working conditions by fighting criminalization and is involved with public education projects around issued relating to sex workers rights.
· Someone You Love Could Be a Sex Worker (17:04) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - In this TEDx Talk, sex worker and advocate, Valerie Scott discusses how she always wanted to be a sex worker and expresses her extensive experience in the profession. She is a founding member and legal coordinator of Sex Professionals of Canada, a sex worker rights organization. She has been a passionate advocate for her colleagues' human, civil, and legal right for the past thirty years. She has testified as Canada's Senate and at several Parliamentary committees. she has spoken at numerous community meetings, colleges, universities, and conferences about the humanity of sex workers and the need for full decriminalization of adult sex work.
· Sex Trafficking Isn't What You Think It Is (13:39)  (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.- Professor Meghan Sobel defines sex trafficking, not how Hollywood expresses it to be. Professor Sobel explains, "When I first started studying sex trafficking in 2008, I thought it meant girls were kidnapped and chained to beds." In this TEDx Talk, she homes in on the true identity of sex trafficking. She believes that in order to combat sex trafficking, we must first understand what it truly is.
· Sex Trafficking (17:51) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - "No girl wakes up and looks in the mirror an says I want to be a prostitute." Linda Smith is a saint with relentless determination, professionalism, and poise. She has dedicated her life to the issue of sex trafficking. She literally saves lives justice for those who cannot defend themselves through policy change, awareness, and activism. To alter the course of human rights, Linda Smith explains that we must change our perception, language, laws, and response in an effort to stop this criminal offense.
· Trafficking: Seeking solutions to a Hidden Crime (18:22)  (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.- Trafficking can happen to anyone and in forms one would not find obvious. It's not just the girl working in a brothel in the Red Light District and neither just the boy locked up in a makeshift cannabis factory. Victims of trafficking can remain hidden in the most obvious places. In her talk, Markella Papadouli offers solutions to this organized, systemic, and hidden crime.
Discussion Questions
· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Read your peers' posts and comment in a respectful manner to at least one classmate that you agree with and one that you disagree with. Be specific in your responses to their positions. Review the discussion guidelines and the evaluation rubric to ensure your submission meets the standard.
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What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
The video I chose was Sex Trafficking Isn’t What You Think It Is by Professor Meghan Sobel, and Trafficking: Seeking Solutions to a Hidden Crime by Markella Papadouli. The point both these ladies are trying to get across is the broad misconception of what sex trafficking actually is. It is not only the red-light district sex slave or child worker. It can be victim’s own family that sell them out to trafficking. And is not only about sex, could be forced labor or any number of things.
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Both presenters addressed the issue with a certain amount of bias towards trafficking. This is what I expected because both ladies are activists against human and sex trafficking and are trying to raise awareness to what it is, as well as finding way to combat trafficking.
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
Both presenters were in agreed that the main issues are one and the same. That human trafficking is a huge problem and one that needs to be addressed. Profession Sobel’s main point was how to we as a culture stop the exploitation of children in Thailand by Americans. Markella Papadouli’s main point was how to recognize the signs of someone being trafficked, and how to come to their aid or rescue.
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The major moral issues related to this topic is that sex trafficking is a crime that affects not just women and girls, but men and boys as well. A lot of these people have no other choice but to work in the sex industry in order to survive. However, the root of the problem lies with why there is such a huge demand for these services in the first place? Professor Sobel stated that “most of the patrons engaging is the sex industry from what she found in her research, were clean cut American businessmen” (2016). This opens up a whole new issue, as to why our modern men need to engaged in sexual acts with boys? It is illegal in the United States, yet they can travel to foreign countries and engage in those acts with no repercussions. Why is this ok?
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
The concept of ethical relativism relates to this topic as there are different ideas about values and morals in this day and age. While in America, I would wager that the majority of Americans believe that sex trafficking is immoral and wrong, yet in other countries it is “illegal” yet goes unpunished. This could also be seen within cultural versus individual relativism. As adults in the United States, I believe that we see this as cultural relativism, we as a society can look at the sex trafficking that goes on in Thailand as immoral and wrong, but is it really? Ethical values can vary from society to society, according to Mackinison & Fiala, we can look at the norms of that society and say that is their culture. Just to be clear, I am wholeheartedly against sex trafficking, it is morally and ethically wrong.
 
Mackinison, B. & Fiala, A. (2018). Ethics: Theory and contemporary issues. Boston, MA: Cengage Learning.
Sobel, M. (2016, December 14). Sex trafficking isn't what you think it is. TEDxMileHighWomen. Retrieved April 03, 2018, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyhF7q3_bpk&feature=youtu.be
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Thanks Samuel for your input.
As you noted, cultural relativism claims that moral values and beliefs vary from society to society. What do you think about the position held by ethical relativists who conclude that since values differ across societies then there are no absolute values (that is, right or wrong actions) but only context-dependent principles? How effective and productive is ethical relativism in foreign policies for instance?
Edited by Lucia Foglia on Apr 4 at 1:37pm
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I think that we have to think of context when thinking about those ethical relativist and what we are talking about. For example, torture according to most Americans would be considered wrong, because it is "immoral" in our society. Now put into context, someone has kidnapped your child, and are going to kill them, but you have on of the bad guy in your grasp, yet he wont tell you where your child is. Enter the 'waterboarding' technique. Is it right for me to take justice into my own hands? At what cost would you go to in order to get your child back. Bigger picture, terrorist plants a bomb in NYC that would kill thousands of innocents if detonated, do we torture in order to find out where it is? Risk one life for thousands? What is the ethical relativism here, other nations condone it, yet in the US we want to give even terrorists the same "rights" that US citizens have.  Context plays a huge part in all of it.
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Samuel,
Some cultures and societies may have different views on the repercussions on sex trafficking as we have in the USA. However, with the globalization of our societies, many countries have been pressured into complying with many of our morals views on this issue. 
For example, in Japan it was ok to buy pornographic magazines of underage girls just 10 years ago. they did not believe this to be a crime. However, the USA and other western countries pressured Japan to make this practice illegal. Now, it is a crime to have this type of magazine available to the public.
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I agree with you Ernesto, as time progresses many will see the changes made from country to country, and as long as a positive and productive example of morality is adhered to by the general public , then others will too continue to follow suit, maybe not in our way but simply a better one.
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Samuel,
I agree with that this is morally and ethically wrong.  But what I found interesting is that most patrons are clean cut American business men, who engage with sexual acts with boys.  First off this is absolutely revolting to me, but they have the means of paying for this type of acts, with all the different sexual websites with everything you can think of, people need to be stimulated in different ways.  As people continue to watch pornographic videos they want them to be a reality. Plus people can become desensitized to it, and think of it as acceptable.  Which is again absolutely morally and ethically wrong.
-Jeramy
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Gender:  The Space Between
 
 
· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
In the presentation "Gender: The Space Between", an epistemological approach is taken as the issue of transgender people and the struggles they endure on a daily basis throughout there lives is addressed.  The idea that people struggle with rejection from society as a whole is based on the presumption that nonacceptance is a direct result of ignorance of the issue.  The subjects spoke of people who don't accept their "gender identities" as uneducated in the matter.  There was an explanation of the "vocabulary" used within the LGBT community. 
 
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
In my opinion, the issues were addressed from a biased perspective.  Not only were the subjects transgenders telling their stories, some of the researchers were, in fact, transgender themselves which would undoubtedly cause them to inject their own biases. Regardless of my feelings or opinions on the matter, it seemed to me that the presenters were operating with an agenda to sway the thinking and opinions of people in favor of the transgender lifestyles and promote sympathy towards them through awareness.  
 
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
There was, in fact, some disagreement in a small segment when speaking to contributors as to the legality and constitutionality of transgender based laws; ex, The North Carolina restroom law, school locker room usage, etc.  The idea that boys and girls locker rooms and restrooms are created to protect bodily privacy as opposed to favoring gender preference.  The argument was had that creating a law that favors transgenders would undermine years of progress towards feminist laws and laws protecting women vs the idea that the same law(s) would actually be further that progress.
 
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
Ther is a wide array of moral/ethical issues related to these topics; from discrimination to ethical relativism, to moral pluralism.  I see discrimination at the forefront of the discussion in that the subjects reveal their struggles with acceptance among the communities in which they reside. 
 
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Ethical relativism addresses the way people conclude what is or is not wrong or right, and then applying that to what should or should not be wrong or right, or accepted as normal in their cultures.  The push for acceptance of the transgenders or "LGBT" community is an example of cultural relativism and an effort to change the view of LGBT as a norm in society and therefore changing the cultural "climate".  
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thanks Scott for your input. I appreciate your concluding remarks and the emphasis on the need to change the cultural climate to foster acceptance of diversity.  Societies are not a monolithic block: they are composed of sub-groups, with their own cultural entity. If Ethical relativism defends the idea that values are never objective and absolute (universal) but only context and culture-dependent, isn't the push for acceptance of any form of diversity understood as value an infringement of the very idea that no value is better than another one? 
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I think you are exactly right. Your question reveals the paradox we face in dealing with ethics.  I feel that forced acceptance of one "group's" values on another "group" that opposes those values is an infringement.  How do we decide what is and is not acceptable in a society such as ours which is comprised of so many sub-cultures? Cultural relativism seems to be the only outlook that forms a cohesive and accepting society.  But in our form of society, digging deeper into the varying degrees of relativism, cultural relativism only goes so far, and then individual relativism seems to be a more appropriate example of our ethical outlooks, and more relevant pertaining to the discussion.
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yes Scott, it references to the paradox of tolerance and reveals the paradox that lies in "relativism" as an ethical theory. 
While describing and appreciating other cultures as different (culture relativism) is one thing, to conclude that no values are better than others may be dangerous at the intellectual level. Think of killing or any other brutal act. If we were ethical relativists, we would have to conclude that, if killing in a given society is acceptable and hence considered good, we should not interfere or assess the policies of that society as evil. But if that society interfaces with ours, can we really avoid offering a value judgment (as a moral relativist would hope us do?). In this theory (relativism) there are two souls: one, acknowledges the beauty of diversity; the other, extends this acknowledgment from the descriptive to the normative level, thus raising a cluster of issues that are difficult to detangle.

Thanks for replying to my follow-up comment. I appreciated!
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In this day and age, I believe there is a huge push to accept many different “movements” or “flavors of the month” all in the name of tolerance. I learned from our readings that there is an actual name for feeling “at home” with your own gender that you were born with. Mackinison & Fiala called it “cisgender, which is more or less the opposite of transgender. Cisgender people feel at home with their traditional genders, where transgenders do not (2018). Since when did we need a term to define what a human is that was born male or female and understands that’s how it is? Could this be tied into individual relativism, whereas because a person was raised in a Christian home and believes certain things, like homosexuality is a sin? Or must the accept the cultural relativism of recent years that it is ok to be LGBT, and if they don’t accept it, they are label as bigots. It could go either way, depending on what side of the line you are on. Going back to the flavor of the month issue, Caitlin Jenner was awarded the “Woman of the Year” Award, in November, 2015, over a year prior to her having her gender reassignment surgery, that happened in January,2017, according to usmagazine.com (2017). Yet if someone were to come out publicly and say “how did a man win the woman of the year award?”, they would face huge backlash for not being tolerant of the LGTB community. We should be openminded and tolerant of all individuals, but at times it seems you are labeled as a bigot if you do not accept the “cultural norm” of what culture dictated as morality.
 
Caitlyn Jenner at Women of the Year Awards: Never Thought I'd Be Here. (2017, December 07). Retrieved April 06, 2018, from https://www.usmagazine.com/celebrity-news/news/caitlyn-jenner-at-women-of-the-year-awards-never-thought-id-be-here-20151011/
Mackinison, B. & Fiala, A. (2018). Ethics: Theory and contemporary issues. Boston, MA: Cengage Learning.
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Samuel,
If we should tolerate those who are a part of the LGBT community as well as accept them for who they are why is it that if some one does not conform to this normalization? Its because the lack of respect between one another, those who push for certain movements might only want to be heard but would not want to accept others for who they are. Although not everyone has the mindset that, what I say goes and should be accepted because I said so, but toleration should go both ways. You don't like this, that's fine because that is your point of view, I don't like this that you practice but that's fine also because that is your practice. Acceptance between communities is just something that does not go down to well between people who are closed minded and would rather hate uncontrollably rather than let people be.
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· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
In the video “What do Sex Workers Want?” the basic ideas are that the criminalization of sex work has not reduced the amount of sex workers or the amount of those seeking sex workers. Another main theme is that sex workers have been left out of the discussion of what is best for them. That they should be included in the legislative policy discussions of sex work. A main theme is that the current laws designed to protect sex workers has actually made them less safe.
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
I believe the presenter was biased as she is a sex worker and her agenda was to promote and protect other sex workers. However, her argument was detailed and very specific. Therefore, her bias did not hurt her overall argument.
 
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
In this particular video, there were no other presenters. I believe that it would have more beneficial to have a presenter with an opposing view.
 
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
Discrimination against sex workers an ethical issue in this video. Also, the moral issue as to whether prostitution is bad or not. In addition, the ethical issue of abuse and power over a certain group of the population is related in the video.
 
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Many sex workers do not believe that what they do is bad or harmful. They relate their behavior as a service to people who otherwise would try to sexually force themselves on other people.
By the same token, many other sex workers do believe that what they do is wrong, but it is done out of economic necessity, or even survival.
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Ernesto,
I find it interesting that sex workers relate their behavior as a service to people who otherwise would try to sexually force themselves on other people.  So they are providing a service as a sex worker so they can prevent a possible rape or sexual assault against someone else, this I cannot really believe to be 100% true. Acting as a sex worker out of necessity to support themselves I can actually believe. 
-Jeramy 
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The criminalization of sex workers, given that it has been proven ineffective in reducing or much less, eradicating the industry, should bring some changes in how we approach prostitution. I think that it is plausible that the existing approach does more harm than good as it seems to justify abuses against them. While they are definitely an industry of their own that challenges the vast majority's moral standards brought I think by predominate world religion, there are humans that deserve to be treated with respect - no matter what circumstance brought them into that job. 
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Ernesto,
Completely agree with almost everything you have said, and great job summarizing the video. I do agree that many sex workers do not believe what they are doing is wrong, but I don't agree that their services are to people who would try to force themselves onto others sexually. I guess statistically they could sell sex to someone that is also a sexual predator, but your statement makes it seem all buyer of sex are sexual predators, and I don't think that is the case at all.
Mike
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I find it interesting what she said about "not involving the sex workers in the argument". It's a really good point. We take into opinion every other group and what their opinion is. Such as in the LGBT etc community. They represent a small portion of a small portion of the worlds population and yet they have a very loud voice in today's world. Should these "workers" get the same type of voice? Is it really their own voice or are they being manipulated? The same could be said about anyone with any voice about any topic so it is all relative in a way.
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Ernesto,
Good job answering questions, quick and to the point. I don't believe that sex workers are preventing attacks or innocent people by selling their bodies for profit. I think that is statement is a stretch, that the type of people who sexually assault are not the majority of clients to the sex workers. I do believe that some workers do it because it a last resort for them. In the video I watched with Professor Sobel, she stated that there needs to be more resources for workers that think there is no other option. 
 
Danny
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I watched Someone you love could be a sex worker and then it auto played What do sex workers want? It is interesting to me to see that the next videos that were going to play where the other ones that were on the list. I would assume that is because there is a lot of interest and that there is not a lot of material to see on you tube on the topic of sex workers, though it was linked through ted talk and would stay in ted talk episodes.
Both episodes where dealing with the topic of legalization of sex work. The first video was a better look at the life of a sex worker and how she chose the profession and what it is like to be a sex worker. It was a sweet view into some ones life with some of the triumphs and many of the trials. In the second video the topic of sex work and the five ways to handle it were broken down and discussed so that we could understand the ramifications of those different options and see how they work in the different places that have enacted them.
While both presenters were biased in the sense that they were sex workers, they were also intellectually honest to what the profession is and its trials and problems. The underlying agenda for both is that making sex work illegal, or not fully decriminalized, causes more danger to workers.
No surprise that Valerie Scott and Juno Mac both agree that we should make sex work fully legal, and with very good reasons.
The major moral and ethical issues related to this topic where legalizing sex work for the betterment of the sex workers safety and security. Also the legalization would hope to destigmatize sex workers so they would be treated as any other profession. On the moral aspect the question is raised as to if it is moral to be a sex worker in the first place. In America it is stigmatized, while in Thailand it is a profession and way of life.
Theories of moral relativism have long been met with skepticism.
The dominant view in philosophy is that morality is universal, meaning that
moral statements follow from general moral principles that apply to
everyone and apply everywhere. Put simply, what is wrong for me here and
now is also wrong for you, and is likewise wrong were it to occur
somewhere else. Moral relativism, in contrast, means that there are moral
principles that do not apply to everyone or everywhere.
I thought that was a good quote to start of the last question, since for me it summed up the two terms succinctly. I see ethical relativism at play in the sex worker topic in the fact that those who are a part of it in the United States are stigmatized and almost all are criminals as far as the law is concerned. In contrast in New Zealand it is fully legal as of 2003 and that has likely started to change public opinion.  Thanks to a good wife who has taught me not to judge, but to try to see through someone else's eyes, I can see where what we have now is causing more problems and not helping those at the bottom of the social ladder. Unlike India with its class system that most are stuck into at birth, we in the US claim that everyone has a right to get a fair shot at creating the life they want in pursue of life, liberty and happiness. This is a prime example of that not being the case at all. I think that the fix of decriminalizing sex work would make it safer for those in that profession. On the other hand I think a better fix is for all of us to know our neighbors and reach out to those in need and care for them so that those who are having a hard time feeding themselves and their families have a different option. Case in point we have a spare bedroom in our house that we want to make available in the near future to a college student so that there is one less thing for them to worry about as they are trying to make it through school. It will not be easy for us, but it can change a life for the better. We have done this for three people so far, and it has led to some amazing friendships that will likely last for the rest of our lives.

The moral universalism-relativism debate (PDF Download Available). Available from: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281296464_The_moral_universalism-relativism_debateLinks to an external site. [accessed Apr 04 2018].
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Ben,
 
the way you characterized moral relativism, universalism and their theoretical difference is on point. I think that religion gets in the way when it comes to deciding what legal stance should be adopted towards sex workers and prostitution as a business. It is a business because there's a service sold, consumers, an undeniable profit, and investors (all of the sorts). What makes it immoral, from a religious standpoint, is that there 's exploitation, at times there's a lack of consent, there might be physical and mental abuse, and overall it is diminishing. But, detractors of this view might object that in all forms of work there's a form of exploitation and psychological diminishment. Marx would have said that employers exploit workers' potential when these are not duly retributed. Others might say that the government and its political economy exploits citizens (taxpayers) when it is not capable of meeting the demands for a better schooling system, equitable outcomes and job opportunities that match people's degree and preparation.
This raises a question: why is sex seen almost always as the prime form of exploitation?
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Benjamin,
The sex workers will continue to be exploited since many of them need other people to provide them transportation, lodging, and even food. They have a weak position to begin with, and many of the handlers use this to their advantage.
What will happen to those women in New Zealand when they age? If they don't use the money as a means to better educate themselves, then they are simply allowing themselves to be used as a product.
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Ben, Lucia, & Ernesto
Ben, Great breakdown of the video, and the debate behind decriminalizing prostitution. I think the utilitarian focus on outcomes is an important factor. As we see some nations trend towards decriminalizing the behavior, are their results compatible with our culture here in the US? If decriminalization results in less abuse and victimization of prostitutes, then on the whole is that a good thing?
Lucia, interesting question about the view of sex and exploitation. Lately, the argument could be made for our labor being exploited, as the wealth gap continues to widen, and wage growth remains stagnant. Why do we view prostitution as exploitation, and not other practices? Is it because we put sexual sanctity on a high pedestal, too high to be monetized?
Ernesto, you posed a question about what sex workers would do as they age. Could prostitution serves as a short term means to an end? Can the practice be enabling instead of exploiting? Is this not unlike Ben sharing letting a room put to a local college student?
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What are the basic issues and main theme addressed in the videos?
I chose Trafficking: Seeking solutions to a hidden crime presented by Markella Papadouli. Her main point was that trafficking comes in many forms and the list of types of trafficking is non-exhaustive. As she put it trafficking is the chameleon of crimes. Since trafficking is not only sexual exploitation, it can be multiple types to exploitation of human beings. She goes on to explain how everyone can potentially look out for those who are potentially being trafficked or who are already suffering from that. A lot of people who are victims of trafficking don’t even realize that they are being trafficked because of the vulnerability and how closed off they are.
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Markella Papadouli addressed the issues very well and in an unbiased perspective. Her position made it very clear how we should all take a part in reducing the ability that trafficking has in spreading. Her only agenda was to present the issues to the audience and come up with solutions to a problem that is very complex and ongoing. At no point in time did she bring up anything off topic to supplement some other meaning or agenda.
Was there agreement or disagreement among the presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
There was no other opposing view point nor another presenter debating on the topic of trafficking and the solutions to the problem. Since Markella Papadoulli was presenting an issue and bringing about solutions to the problem the purpose was to raise awareness and provide people with tools to help the solution to move forward.
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The major moral/ethical issues that Markella Papadoulli points at is that trafficking is a crime with many forms and that it is fueled by demand. It is a crime that is very profitable. Papadoulli stated that according to the international labor organization “Profits from trafficking world wide range between 12-17 billion dollars per year, the profits from one woman is 100,000 per year, the profits from one child in forced begging is 100,000 euros a year.” (2016). Since trafficking is such a profitable problem the perpetrators of trafficking will go great lengths to abuse and exploit people for their own benefit. People are used to perform whatever is needed regardless of their rights as a human being.
How does the topic of ethical relativism relate to the topic?
As many societies differ in all aspects and that many societies do not practice the same things, with trafficking many societies might not see it as something harmful or criminal. In the example Papadoulli brings out about Maria, she says that she went to London in search of a better life and that her cousin would help her out. As she went through with it she did not feel comfortable with how things started to unfold, marrying her cousin because he helped her out an in turn it would help him out. Her family back home were well aware of what was going on and in order to prevent family disputes they did not see anything wrong with this and that since he helped her out she should return the favor. Eventually Maria did not know she was being trafficked by the form of exploitation so she didn’t know what to do. In her parent’s point of view, it was the right thing to do but it had negative connotations and would be very harmful for Maria.
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· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
The entire video actually reminds me of this quote I have read somewhere that says something like "if you think a stripper or a sex worker sells his/her body, and a construction worker does not, there is something very wrong with how you see labor and sexuality" 
Reconciling feminism with a job that supposedly propagates further objectification and commodification of the female body is quite a difficult concept to conceive at first but feminism does not deny the inherent fascination with a woman's body. A stripper may indeed be a sexual liberalist - comfortable with her own sexuality, who simply lets people appreciate her body. One may argue that it still exploitation of body and sexuality, but what job today is not exploitative? Artists, craftsmen, factory workers, construction workers, a bus driver - all of them are essentially exploited by the system.
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
What Stacey was essentially doing is justifying a job that has long been filled with extreme stigma and is looked upon by the general public with disdain. Despite the general public's proven fascination and obsession with pornography, they seem to look at the people who are actually in the industry sneeringly. This I think is hypocrisy at its sharpest point, and the speaker is right in taking courage to point it out. 
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
I looked for another video in the list that can perhaps present a counterargument on the already excellent arguments Stacey Clare presented, and I found Sex Trafficking by Linda Smith whose juxtaposition is essentially about how no woman would ever want to be a sex worker. While being a stripper is in many definitions not considered a sex work, it may still be considered of the same nature. And so what Linda Smith argued here is what Stacey Clare concluded against in her talk that these sex workers happened to be in a long series of bad decisions in life that lead to a job without dignity.
What I think this disagreement in principle should do is to clear our head that the industry is a wide industry and those in it are in it for different reasons. There are those that are in it for the money, those that were regrettably trafficked, those who went into it out of desperation, and those who, like Stacey, finds joy in the job. The attempt to enclose a variety of individual situations into one explanation is what is wrong.
Now, of course, sex trafficking and self-employed stripping are two entirely different things.
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
I think that the issue at hand here is whether the commodification of sexuality can ever be considered moral. The commodification of sexuality is everywhere from perfume advertisements that feature half-naked women and men in their underwear selling omega 3 vitamins, but in terms of the case of Stacey who makes money by dancing and showing off her body – the answer to this is the same with any other questions that inquire on morality: yes because morality is relative.
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
I see nothing wrong with women using their bodies to earn a living just as I do not see anything wrong with a man in a construction sites wearing his body to exhaustion as he lifts blocks and blocks of cement. I think sexuality and dignity are not mutually exclusive, and that the former can actually help uplift the former – and it can also work the other way around.
But another one may argue against this. One might even quote bible verses and refer to the “sins” of giving in to bodily and superficial pleasure. Another one may argue that it is immoral because that woman is giving another man a reason to sin. Another argument would be on how wrong it is to commodify something as sacred as one’s sexuality.
Under ethical relativism, all of these arguments are valid. It requires individuals to respect (or well, at least tolerate) each other’s opinion
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Thanks Jose for your contribution. 
Excellent quote and pairs well with the comment I left to Benjamin's post (please read it and let me know what you think). It seems there is a hierarchy of labor, based on the means through which it is expressed. If it's just physical is one thing, if it involves mental effort and possibly a degree it looks entirely different, even if it involves selling a service. Does this hierarchy reflect ethical relativism or something else? What do you think?
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Jose,
That is quite and interesting viewpoint of labor that I had never even thought about before you brought it up. The comparison of someone that works in the sex industry and in the construction industry are the same, essentially both selling their bodies to provide a service to the industry they serve. Depending on your upbringing, talking about the morality part, it goes into the topic of individual and cultural relativism. Depending on how you were raised, what you believe is going to dictate your individual relativism, as it is subjective in nature. Enlightening post, great job.
 
Mackinison, B. & Fiala, A. (2018). Ethics: Theory and contemporary issues. Boston, MA: Cengage Learning.
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Thank you for your post. I would only like to add in a neutral yet opposing point. We are human beings first, then male or female, then so on and so forth. That being said, just about every living thing on earth is not completely but at some point in time motivated by its nature. When we are hungry, we eat, when we get thirsty, we drink, and when we reach sexual maturity, we then desire sex with another. Society as well as traditional roles and religion, has somewhat guided us towards a more civilized direction, bringing about laws and societal norms and restrictions. I believe although it may not be morally sound or just, a man or woman, if left alone without societies gaze ruling over them, will behave as their nature compels them to behave, with minimal restraint.
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That is a very interesting perspective on the facts! That quote is a very interesting one. I think you are right, in that ethics and morals are all biased and cultural in almost every way. Sex has been sold since we were able to figure out how to do it. Not until the last few hundred years has it gotten a stigma to it. That's not to say it was "ok" back then in any way and I cant even imagine the conditions that those people lived in. "if you think a stripper or a sex worker sells his/her body, and a construction worker does not, there is something very wrong with how you see labor and sexuality". That's a very interesting perspective on the facts and an amazing way to look at it.
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Jose,
I agree that morality is always relative.  It is fact that the commodification of sexuality IS everywhere.  It is revealed in pretty much every form of advertising.  Whether or not it is accepted in society does not answer the question of its ethicality or morality.  I think it leaves the morality of that society in question.
Scot Wilkins
 ReplyReply to Comment
· 

Collapse SubdiscussionJeramy Rouse
Jeramy Rouse
Apr 6, 2018Apr 6 at 12:09am
Manage Discussion Entry
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
In the talk Sex Trafficking with Linda Smith she talked about the abuse of children used in sex trafficking.  She told the story of a young girl who was befriended by an older man who got close to her and then exploited her and then forcing her into prostitution.
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
I feel that Linda is very biased in the fact that she want this crime to end, for states to raise the penalty of sex with children.  Her agenda is that she wants to find a way to end this type of crimes so children do not have to endure the physical and mental pain of this type of abuse.
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
Being a father of two daughters one was all I could manage to watch.  But she was very much for stiffer penalties for offenders and to raise awareness of this happening.  Signs to look for if child is being abused.
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The moral issue is that these are children that are being exploited.  I understand that this happens around the world and there are some very sick individuals who really enjoy these type of acts.  But raping a child, who you paid a substantial amount of money for is immoral. She said that 56% of people who are caught worked with children.  For these 56%, if one of these men was a teacher at your own child’s school, working close with them everyday, helping them learn and giving them the knowledge to be successful in life.  You think he would be a man of high morals?
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Yes I think that this could be true in this case.  If someone who is raised with seeing this type of behavior could follow the same path.  Because if they see this at a young age, their home life would most likely be a non-supportive, abusive and have zero support.  No accountability held against the child which could lead them to dropping out of school, then following down the same path. Or worse them being abused by someone and then carrying on the cycle of being the abuser.
 ReplyReply to Comment
· 

Collapse SubdiscussionJose Amezcua Diaz
Jose Amezcua Diaz
Apr 6, 2018Apr 6 at 7:41am
Manage Discussion Entry
Linda's talk on sexual trafficking is a discussion in stark contrast with the talk I chose to discuss done by Stacey Clare. They are both in the sex industry, but the case of the young girl is that she was coerced into a job that violates her. Stacey Clare, on the other hand, is a stripper by choice who claims her job is an art form and is her choice. I think we live in the assumption that workers in the sex industry are all coerced or ended up in that job out of tragedy. this clearly is not the case. Sex trafficking definitely needs to stop. By all means. At the same time, there is a need to improve and push for improvement in the condition of other sex workers that are in the industry by choice because its criminalization and the deeply embedded stigma in their job descriptions actually makes them prone to violence and exploitation. 
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Jeramy,
thanks for your input. When the topic is rape and child abuse, it's hard to still find some appeal in ethical relativism, for it claims that different values are just that, different, and because of their difference it does not mean that they are to be rejected or criticized. I often wonder: up to what extent are we relativist? 
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Jeramy,
I agree with almost everything you pointed out in your review of the video, it is just when you get to the part about it being biased. I would have went mostly unbiased, because it is something that is wrong on all levels, even though in the eyes of those who make money off of it would say otherwise. Overall I still like your perspective on the issue.
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Jeramy,
Truly, the video is difficult to watch. Hard to imagine anything like this happening to someone you love. But alas is does happen. I think the increasingly high profile nature of such acts (child sex trafficking) is shining  a light on the practice. The proliferation of social media is making it both more difficult to hide, but also easier to access a customer base.
To Lucia's question about the extent of a relativist stance, I think that society is hardening its view on the issue of consent, especially when it comes to children. A hard line is being drawn at 18 as an age of accountability. Children are no longer being punished in TN for willfully engaging in sex crimes, as their circumstances are being taken into account, and the focus is shifting onto the adults who market and solicit these kids. 
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Unfortunately,  the fact that ethical relativism doesn't differ from right or wrong supports the idea that all cultures and customs are not universal and kinda do what they want. Non of us are perfect however as America can be defined in the world through the lens of oppression of sex, race and religion.     
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Gender: The Space Between
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7mBLMnaa1c&feature=youtu.be

What are the basic issues and main themes discussed in the videos?
 
In the Youtube video “Gender: The Space Between”, Some of the basic issues seen in this video are transgenders and their interaction with other straight people who are not aware of themselves in the idea of sex, as well as the general population. The main themes discussed are that of; being agender, gender fluid, and gender qeer.
 
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
 
Some of the issues as addressed from a parents perspective, I believe were unbiased, given the fact that as worried parents, they sought to understand the issue even if they did not agree with it in particular. Most others were seemingly biased, coming from transgenders themselves, obviously trying to have their beliefs and opinions voiced and their cases taken seriously. I believe the agenda was to make the public more aware of their case.
 
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
 
Yes, the argument made in the discussions of the presenters were mostly that of whether or not transgenders would get granted the legal right to use whichever restroom they desired, based on the law of no discrimination against sex or gender. The opposing argument, is if gender identity were to be seen as lawful, then public gender privacy would be compromised, and the system of sex or gender privacy would fall apart.
 
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
 
Some of the moral/ethical issues I believe shown and discussed in the video I believe, reveal Moral Uncertainty. Given the fact that many speakers in the video seem to agree that a person may and should have the right to be whoever they choose, however, If made into a legal right or law, then it may in fact, oppose other laws of privacy of straight men and woman. One such example of this; is regarding the use of public restrooms, and whether or not it should be allowed for transexuals or non-binary people to choose which public restroom they will decide to use, based on their own beliefs of who they are in the world.
 
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
 
Many concepts are seen at play, in this video, one such as Tolerance and Open-Mindness, when another person comes to you as possibly one of your friends, and decides to explain to you how they feel they are a boy, even though they were born a girl. Also as seen in the video, a parents son, who ever since he was a child, showed signs of another sexuality but wasn’t understood until later in his life. The parents of the son showed understanding, and supported their sons choice through his life.
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Mylan,
thanks for your input. In your post, you mentioned "Moral Uncertainty" and I believe that you regard it as one of the most challenging and debatable implications of ethical relativism. However, I am not sure I understood why you think it relates to the topic addressed in the video. Maybe you can clarify why and how you used this concept. 
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Mylan,
I appreciate your perspective of the transgender topic, I feel that if someone relates themselves as the opposite sex, then that is their choice. a lot of people feel that whatever you were born as, that is how you should be seen and treated as such. As a parent you will love your child no matter what, even if you don't agree with their choices.
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Mylan,
Good work summarizing the video. That video defiantly looks very interesting. The only thing I disagree with is the separate bathroom situation. I have had the experience of peeing in a urinal next to a transgender individual and i did feel very uncomfortable while they were staring at me the whole time. I think if those individuals can't be appropriate in those situations they should use the family or other private bathrooms if they are available. I am not discriminating against transgender individuals but if they cant act appropriate in those situations they should be separated or isolated. 
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What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
For my topic, I chose Someone You Love could be a Sex Worker by Valerie Scott, and What Do Sex Workers Want by Juno Mac. Both speakers talk about the profession of sex workers and the rights that should be afforded to them as well as any other profession. Valerie Scott and Juno Mac both talk from the perspective of someone who is in the profession as well as that of an activist.
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
I would have to say it was a little bit of both, biased and unbiased attitudes came across in their speeches. The reason I say this is both are in the profession and enjoy what they do, they talk from place of personal experience of what they have done and seen in the business. The unbiased part of it is that it is a business and legalized in certain areas, so they should be protected under the same laws as a secretary in the regular job force.
 Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
Valerie and Juno were in an agreement when it comes to the right of Sex Workers. Both presenters give personal accounts of seeing one of their friends being victimized by a client or someone in the law profession. They both believe that decriminalization and self-determination are the only way to keep sex workers safe.
 What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The biggest moral and ethical issues here come down to sex workers being protected and treated fairly under the same laws that apply to other professions. Both speakers want their profession to be decriminalized, to feel they are equal. Discrimination is one of the major issues that we have here, people are afraid of what they can’t control, don’t understand or it goes against their moral compass.
 How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Religion today has condemned sex workers as prostitution and define it as a sin, as well as a crime in the eyes of God. Religion plays a large part in what we see as right and wrong, until it is something that effects or benefits them in a good way, the way slavery did. Countries like the Netherlands, Thailand and Germany to name a few have legalized sex workers and it is a prosperous business. Society determines what is correct and not, as if sex is not a part of everyday life, we can allow pornography and sex tapes to be sold, but not allow sex workers to be legal. X-rated movie stars are paid to have sex on camera, so show me how that is any different than a sex worker.
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Yes Charlie, you raised a sound criticism, towards what it seems to be a hypocritical approach. In fact, as you noted, pornography and sex tapes are not banned or legally pursued although they fall in the same category. I am not sure what is the legal argument for this sort of "discrimination" and I do not think that religion is the "only" reason. It certainly is a type of business, for it consists of a supply and demand. In the countries you mentioned, prostitutes pay taxes as any other citizen and do not need special protection to sell their service because they work in clubs and brothels. In Italy, there's a political party that has recently proposed to legalize and tax prostitution because it is a source of business, hence a great way to collect money to invest in the education system and infrastructures. Needless to say that most of the citizens felt uncomfortable at this idea. 
The political party above mentioned did not offer an ethical argument to justify the proposal to legalize and tax prostitution. Nor, I think, the leader of that party supports ethical relativism. From what I can tell, it was just a business-based type of reasoning.
This makes me wonder: are ethics and legality supposed to overlap or get along all the time?
Also, if relativism is true, how can a government accommodate and blend opposing values? What do you think?
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Ethics and legality, that is a hard one when it comes to overlapping or even getting along. As we know ethics comes down to what we feel is right and wrong personally or what we believe to be true to us. The legality of laws were derived from ethics and what some who wrote these laws believed to be morally right or wrong. One can say that they are supposed to get along all the time, but the laws that we are supposed to abide by are not always fitting to this day and age we live in. An example would be some states still believe in people of the opposite sex should not be married, while others allow it. I have seen in the news where a county clerk refused to give a marriage certificate to a LGBT couple, but the law said she should. 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/kim-davis-jail_us_55e883a9e4b0aec9f356807dLinks to an external site.
What I think about government accommodating and blending opposing sides can be a little hard to do, and I will try to explain why I feel this way. If the government looked at other countries that have legalized sex workers and the regulations that they have imposed on them to follow, along with being covered by the same laws that other business' have to abide by, I feel it could work. In countries like Germany, sex workers are required to pay taxes, take routine health checks to make sure they are not spreading any diseases, use condoms, as well as during oral. They also have a panic button they can push to get help, in case a client gets out of hand. I feel it could work, but there will always be some out there who will oppose it, not matter what regulations are enforced. Some people will just say, trying to compare porn films to sex workers is comparing apples to oranges. So to sum it up, trying to blend opposing values will be an uphill battle.
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I agree with you on that one, money for sex, whether on video or not is still sex work. The difference would be those that are forced into it or not, on camera or not.
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Charlie,
Great topic.  although I agree that religion plays a major role in the condemnation of sex workers as sin, I do believe there are many other factors that contribute to its unacceptance as well.  The idea that the practice can be a major source of disease spreading is just an example.  To add, although something is legal, does that make it morally right?...or ethical?  Hume's law addresses this very idea.
Great post!
 
Scott Wilkins
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Sex Trafficking Isn't What You Think It Is
 By Professor Meghan Sobel 
 
· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
The perception of sex trafficking is not what we see in movies. It is not as easy as rescuing someone chained to a bed. Sometimes a child has no choice but to start a life of sex trafficking because of needed money for family or just to survive.
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Professor Sobel was biased but she was stating facts about the current state of affairs in Thailand and shared of story of a young boy who was forced into the life of sex trafficking. She went on to state how it could be the result of complex social, political and economic problems. Her underlying agenda was to make people understand that sex trafficking isn’t so cut and dry and not what you see in movies where people are rescued from being chained beds.
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
There was no major disagreements because there were no other presenters.
 
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics? 
The major moral/ethical issues with Professor Sobels topic is sex trafficking, and how it is not just a physical aspect but also psychological. In her examples she used, she talked about how struggles with family and survival in an economy can lead to a life of sex trafficking. She also points out how many of the customers are clean cut businessmen from the United States and asks why would they come to a country to proceed in acts that are highly illegal and immoral.
She talks about well-intentioned agencies trying to combat trafficking by conducting smart raids and save the sex workers in brothels but lack the proper social system to properly rehabilitate the individuals who usually end up right back in the trade for fear of deportation and lack of money.
 
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
 As it relates to ethical relativism it is portrayed that sex trafficking is immoral and should not be tolerated but in certain countries it is not treated as serious as it is in America. While it may be seen as totally wrong here, in other countries it is tolerated to a point because at times it is the best way to provide for a family.
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Luis,
Good work summarizing the video up. I never really thought about the situation that the young children are put in to be able to provide some money for their family. It is sad that it comes down to that for them. I agree with everything you have pointed out. That sex trafficking is immoral and not fair for those children. Once they step into those way of living, there is no escaping it. They life in mostly abusive situations and get paid nearly nothing. Whenever I think of sex trafficking, I think of the movie taken where the young teenagers were captured and drugged and rapped. That was unwillingly, I couldn't imagine someone choosing to go down that path just to support their family.
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Thanks Luis for your contribution.
 
In your final remarks, you correctly noted that attitudes towards prostitution and sex workers change as a function of the country a person is from. Hence, what's accepted in Asia or Germany is seen as diminishing or unacceptable in other countries, regardless of their religious faith. If ethical relativism is good and makes sense, then we should not judge those who go on trips to take advantage of prostitution where it is legalized. Instead, those people are often heavily criticized.
Why do you think ethical relativism is appealing in theory (for it acknowledges differences in values) but it is so difficult to practice in reality?
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Hi Lucia
I'm choosing this post and your response as my disagreement response but it might be because I'm confused.  You said if ethical relativism is good then we should not judge those who go on trips to take advantage of prostitution where it is legalized.  I understand cultural relativism to be that the basis for moral judgment lies in the social and cultural views of society and such norms change from society to society.  In the example a westerner goes on a business trip from our society where prostitution is considered immoral, to a society where it is okay.  Why should we not judge a member of our own society for engaging in what we consider an immoral act just based on location and prevalent norms in that region?  I can accept that another culture has different views or laws on such a matter, but I guess I don't understand why we shouldn't judge behavior of an individual from our own society as aberrant and immoral just because they did it somewhere it was accepted.  My question is, what about making such a judgment goes against cultural relativism?
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Luis,
Great job explaining the video. I also like how you put the topic into perspective from place outside the U.S. and how people from different places around the world have different views. Some see trafficking as wrong, while others see it as a method of survival and a means to provide for their families. This course really makes you look at controversial topics from all perspectives, and this is definitely one of those times. Great job.
Mike
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Although I don't entirely agree, I believe since it is legal in some places it should be highly regulated. It should be decided by the people of the country, whether some think it is right or wrong.
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Video: Is Anatomy Destiny?
 
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
The speaker, Alice Dreger, discusses to the audience about how the world has shaped how genders should act based on if they were male or female. But the genetic makeup of male (Y-chromosomes) and female (X- chromosomes) are always what the outside shows. With today’s technology and medical treatments, these unique situations can be cured. The question is brought up on why does society persuade those people to seek treatment to feel normal.
 
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Speaker, Alice Dreger,  told the audience that she was a feminist and supported the people with those unique disorders where the genetic makeup didn’t match the external body parts that the person was born with. I feel like she was presenting the information in a way that supported her side, but she didn’t do it in a way that struck me as aggressive and overwhelming.
 
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
Alice Dreger was the only presenter in this video therefore there was no agreements or disagreements between presenters. Dreger does bring up the idea that she way of thinking about anatomy, was a lot like the founding fathers, who she describes who were sexist and  racist, but they both were activists who overthrew how society used to think. The founding fathers overthrew the monarchy where only people with a powerful bloodline would be able to rule. Dreger’s ideas were to have everyone judge people by character and not by how they look like a male or look like a female because that doesn’t mean that they are those genders.
 
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The major ethical issue that I took from this video was gender preference. Society puts expectations on people whether they are male or if they are female. It is how it has been for centuries and it continues to this day. Therefore when someone is in those situations where they have male body parts and have both XX chromosomes, society pressures them to seek treatment to be normal.
 
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Ethical relativism relates to this topic, especially in the view that Alice Dreger expresses, where there is no right or wrong to gender. Yes that person may have the body parts and looks of a male, but internally, they have ovaries. Or that person may have the body parts and looks of a women, but in the inside they have testes. Reporters when question this in sports today where a dominate girl in a sport is questioned to be male internally, where it give an unfair advantage over the competition, who are completely female.
 
Source:
Dreger, A. (2010, December). Is anatomy destiny? Retrieved April 07, 2018, from https://www.ted.com/talks/alice_dreger_is_anatomy_destiny
 ReplyReply to Comment
· 

Collapse SubdiscussionLucia Foglia
Lucia Foglia
Apr 7, 2018Apr 7 at 1:55pm
Manage Discussion Entry
Thanks Joseph for your input.
In your final remarks, you stated that the video you selected relates to ethical relativism because "there is no right or wrong to gender". Can you please clarify what you mean and why you think this video relates to the view that morality is not absolute and objective, for it depends on whether or not a given society accepts a set of ethical beliefs? 
The examples you offered do not stem from the moral domain but from biology.
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What do Sex Workers Want?
 
· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
In the video “What do Sex Workers Want?”, the basic issues and main themes addressed in the video are the overall safety of sex workers, and the “never ending” cycle that illegal prostitution causes. In the video, Juno Mac explains how the decriminalization of prostitution would protect sex workers by giving them the freedom to make better choices in their business decisions. For example, the women could get clients full names since the clients have no fear of legal ramification, and this would allow them to know who they were dealing with verses a nameless client that is untraceable if they get violet. Also, the decriminalization of prostitution would stop the sex workers from getting fines or tickets from police for selling sex. That’s the “never ending cycle” I mentioned. If a person is selling sex, they probably need money, if they get a fine for doing their job, they will need to do more work, and sell more sex to pay the fines they received for selling sex.
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
The presenter, Juno Mac, was a sex worker and I believe she is a biased source on this topic and presented the idea of decriminalizing prostitution from a biased perspective and she did have an underlying agenda. After hearing her presentation, I understand her argument in decriminalizing prostitution, and understand her agenda of trying to spread the word about this and her support of the topic. She basically is saying we can’t stop prostitution regardless of how many laws are in place, but we can make it safer for the workers and the clients if they didn’t fear legal repercussions for partaking in the buying or selling of sex.
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
There was only one presenter, but this is a morally controversial topic, and I know not everyone would agree with Juno Mac’s perspective on the topic.
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The buying and selling of sex is a highly controversial topic due to peoples different moral beliefs. Some people see prostitution as a bad thing, or a wrong way to make a living. They might believe it is degrading to women and a choice sex workers make because they have no other choice. Other people might agree with the presenter. They might believe that selling sex is just like any other profession. It has its pros and cons just like any other job and not everyone does it against their will, and making it safer for those people is the best solution.
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
The concept of Ethical Relativism relates to this topic a few ways. Some people believe sex is supposed to be an act shared between a married couple, and should not be sold. Others might argue that prostitution is the world’s oldest profession, and if that’s is the profession a person chooses, then so be it. Whatever you believe is right or wrong is up to you. Whether you agree or disagree with prostitution, I believe that no matter what laws are in place, it will never be stopped. I also think that there are ways we could make it safer for the people involved in the buying and selling of sex.
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I agree with you that no matter if it is legal or not people have been doing it for centuries and will continue doing it. And I agree that governments should be more proactive in making it safer for people who are involved in this.
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Michael,
This topic will always be one that could possibly never have a concrete solution or a complete 100% agreement from any one discussing it. Everyone's cultural or moral upbringing will always conflict with others. Since the bible condemns prostitution and that any one who partakes in prostitution is a sinner, on the other hand people see prostitution as a profession, they sell their bodies just as a construction worker sells their bodies away. Its all going to differ between different points of view but no one is truly wrong nor at they truly right. We should all strive to tolerate and accept what others do and we shouldn't condemn others for what they decide to do.
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Michael,
Very well said! We have all had a job we did not like to do, but we had to do it because we needed the money to pay our bills. I may think that I would never do something like that but I have not walked in their shoes and I should not judge them for what they do and how they make their money. If they did decriminalize it and make it a safer environment for them to work then maybe they would have a way out instead of being stuck in the endless cycle. 
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For this Discussion post, I chose the video “Sex worker - the truth behind the smile”, a TED talk by Antoinette Welch at TEDx Antioch (outside Nashville TN).
Ms. Welch gives a brief account of her role as a law enforcement officer in dealing with the issue of prostitution, and how it reframed her perception of the women she encountered. Her stance has evolved from judgmental ignorance to one of understanding and compassion. She uses her presentation to illustrate the plight of the women engaging in prostitution, and how their choices have been negatively affected by their upbringing and environment. She paints a picture of the prostitute as a victim, instead of the perpetrator, of a crime, and how society unfairly judges and improperly punishes them in the courts and in our culture.
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Ms. Welch was very candid about her initial bias that she carried with her, as her career began. Early on, she assumed that most women, including those that chose to illegally participate in sexual solicitation, lived standard lives, patterned on experiences similar to her own. By her account, it did not take long for her judgment of prostitutes as intentional criminals to soften as she met a wide variety of women trapped in a vicious cycle through circumstances that they did not always control, or felt that they could not control. The speakers’ judgment evolved with first hand exposure to the subject matter. As her judgment evolved, her agenda changed, as she shifted from merely catching criminals, to rehabilitating these women through education and compassion, giving them the tools and the confidence to change the circumstances that trapped them in a negative environment.
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The overarching theme of the TED talk was how our culture derides and subjugates women who participate in prostitution. Our courts judge them as criminals, seeing only crime and punishment, and not the context behind why or how they became involved in such practices, such as addiction, or a history of sexual assault. Furthermore, we seem to ridicule or mock the practice, by joking about ‘dead hookers’ and women ‘selling their soul’. This disparagement serves to demean these women as if they are not worthy of our love and respect if they participate in this activity.
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Ms. Welch brings up a great point, about how our culture tends to judge men and women differently when it comes to selling sex. Women are generally scarred by a Scarlet Letter of sorts, when convicted as a prostitute. This hampers their employability, their confidence, and sense of self worth, and only adds to the difficulty of breaking the cycle that traps these women into this behavior. Men, however, are not judged nearly as harshly as women, despite engaging in the same crime. The judgment of the crime in our culture is too highly (and unfairly) relative to gender.
We also take too hard of a ‘black and white’ stance on the crime of prostitution, instead of widening our context, re-framing our judgment to take an individuals history and circumstances into account. Is it really a crime if the prostitute feels that she has no choice?
I chose this topic as a resident of Nashville, and how Tennessee has worked to actively re-frame the stereotype of the prostitute from a criminal to a victim. The state has decriminalized the actions of those found to be victims of human trafficking, and increasing sentences for those promoting prostitution. The state is currently ranked #1 in the nation for fighting human trafficking, by decriminalizing the victims of prostitution and allowing them to report their circumstances without fear of prosecution.
 
End Slavery TN. (n.d.).Human Trafficking and Slavery Law.Retrieved April 7, 2018, from https://www.endslaverytn.org/human-trafficking-and-slavery-lawsLinks to an external site.
Nashvile News Channel 5. (2017, Nov 15). Tenn. Ranks 1st In Fighting Human Trafficking. Retrieved from https://www.newschannel5.com/news/tenn-ranks-1st-in-fighting-human-traffickingLinks to an external site.
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Good Evening Karl,
I agree with the idea of decriminalized prostitution, not because I have the desire to benefit from it, but to correctly label the criminal act.  Ethical relativism is a subjective perspective of the nature of ethics in certain scenarios.  For instance, the young girl who is subject to human trafficking in the sex trade is a victim and should be protected.  The criminal or unethical person in this case is the trafficker; therefore the trafficker should be punished. 
The prostitute whom makes a conscious choice to pursue the profession is not a criminal as well, this is her choice of what to do with her body.  Some would say that this is ethically relative to a liberal feminist.  The customer whom sexually abuses or rapes the prostitute is the unethical criminal in this case, not the prostitute. 
The point I am trying to make, is government attempts to solve problems with the wrong solutions.  When the prostitute is labeled the criminal, we are not classifying situations correctly.  In many situations, the people who are taking advantage of the prostitutes are the actual criminals, i.e. sex traffickers, pimps, sexual abusers etc.
Regards,
Brian Beadle 
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Thanks Karl for your input.
What strategies have been used to re-frame the stereotype of the prostitute from a criminal to a victim? This is a very interesting point, for it fits perfectly the weekly topic: cultural and ethical relativism.
Was the "re-framing" effective at the social level? Do you think that what has been done has significantly changed the perception people have of this phenomenon?
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Someone You Love Could Be A Sex Worker
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
The video focuses on the topic of decriminalization of prostitution and addresses the stereotypes of the profession.
 
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
In the sense that she would profit from the decriminalization and the legalization she would be biased on this.
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
The presenter does not agree with the current law standards on prostitution and she advocates for its decriminalization.
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
Morality and ethics involving prostitution. It is definitely one of the oldest professions and there are a lot of strong opinions on both sides of this argument. 
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Ethical relativism is a concept that is pretty much implemented everywhere you look. You can see in America you cannot live in a plural marriage but in places like Africa and Asia. The same goes with Prostitution its whatever the society deems the norm. Our society has always sided with a Christian mindset and would deem something like this to be not normal and would look at prostitution as bad. 
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I think that giving a legal age for prostitution would benefit the government by taxes. I do think it would take a lot to change the minds of the majority of the country to legalize prostitution because of religious mindsets would make it extremely difficult. In the end I completely agree with your thoughts on the video and how you perceive it. 
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Sexual Ethics - Issues of Gender, The Sex Industry, and Human Trafficking
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
In the video, The Ethical Stripper, the main theme addressed concerns the preconceived notions about sexual morality in the stripper profession. The video demonstrates the individual ethical relativism of Stacey Clare and her perspective which holds the stripper profession as a moral act.
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Clare seems to have an unbiased perspective, considering her past studies in feminism. Although, it may seem unusual for a feminist to objectify herself for gain, Stacey is promoting her agenda for workplace rights and dignity for strippers.
 
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
The presenter disagreed with the lawmakers in the UK, whereas in efforts to regulate the industry, the workers themselves were not included in the efforts. The lawmakers attempted to eradicate the industry because of the inherent harm to women. This resulted in increased regulation which created little to no actual protections, just more restrictions imposed on the workers.  
 
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The ethical dilemma presented challenges whether it is ethical for a woman to pursue stripping or exotic dancing as a profession. From Clares’ perspective, what makes her most happy is to perform her profession with dignity. This may not follow the golden rule, however, her choice to pursue and maintain the profession allowed her the opportunity to capitalize on the objectification that society was already imposing on her because she was an attractive woman.  
 
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
The cultural relativism of ethics in conservative society places a stigma that being a stripper is immoral. This conflicts with the speakers’ individual ethical beliefs. What may seem ethical to an individual or society, may be considered unethical by others. Certainly, in some middle eastern countries, sexual morality of the stripper profession would be explicitly condemned as an ethically immoral act. Ethical relativism concerning this topic is a portrayal of an “eye of the beholder” position of what is considered ethical or unethical to a society or an individual.
Regards,
Brian Beadle
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Sex Trafficking Isn’t What You Think It Is
Professor Meghan Sobel
· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
Professor Sobel is educating the audience that what they see Hollywood portraying sex trafficking as, is not always correct. That sex trafficking is not being held against your will and be forced to have sexual relationships with customers. That in some countries such as Thailand, children of both sex, have no other choice but to get into sex trafficking to support their families.
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Some could view that Professor Sobel had a biased perspective. Although, she did explain to the audience how, she too, believed that sex trafficking was the way movies had shown it to be. It was not until she did her own research, to truly understand how sex trafficking happens, and why it takes place. Professor Sobel did have an underlying agenda for her TED talks, it was to inform those in attendance and watching at home, that sex trafficking can be a result of many things not just kidnapping.
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
Considering Professor Sobel was the only presenter, no there was not any agreement or disagreements between presenters.
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
Professor Sobel’s major issue was with sex trafficking. Not only that it does sometimes result from children and young adults being kidnapped, but also that some children have no other choice. In one part of her speech, she mentioned the types of people “we” think go over seas and have sexual relationships with these young boys and girls. That stereotype would be grungy, street people. When, it is American business men taking advantage of theses children. Professor Sobel also talks about the “smart raids” that agencies try perform and think that they are doing the right thing. What usually happens after these raid is the workers just go back to what they know make money, sex trafficking. The real issue is that the kids need resources to educate them so they can get real jobs, resources for housing, food, and other everyday essentials.
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
I think it relates to ethical relativism, especially when it comes down to situational differences. That not everyone has the same opportunities given or presented to them. Therefore, certain people must do what every they can to provide for their families. Ethical relativism looks at sex trafficking as a terrible thing and that it should be looked at the way we do in America. The truth is that there are many countries around the globe that allow and promote sex trafficking.
 
Danny
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Hi Danny,
I watched the same video and we came away from it with a similar understanding.  I was surprised by the reality of the situation in Thailand.  I agree that to us it seems terrible, but in many places it is promoted.  When the speaker said that we needed to eliminate the demand because Americans are a majority of the purchasers, I felt like she was right.  It may be more acceptable to perform such work in those societies, but when we drive the economy by providing demand and account for a majority of sex sold, shouldn't we look to ourselves as the issue?  I was pretty blown away by such a statistic.  How would you feel about legislation that criminalized U.S. citizens for purchasing sexual services in other countries?
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Danny,
I think we can all agree that the exploitation of younger children in the sex trafficking industry is indeed reprehensible.  Even ethical relativists would agree that such acts be punished according to the full extent of our laws.  However, there exist many holes in the very definition of ethical relativism which supposes that absolute right and wrong based on a standard of moral good and evil does not exist but is rather based on context.  How can the majority of ethical relativists condemn such heinous behavior while those that seek to profit from it also rely on the very definition of relativism to justify its practice?  An absolute standard or point of reference for what is considered right and acceptable versus wrong and abominable must exist.
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Gender - The space Between
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
The basic issues addressed in the videos revolved around the idea that transgender people face constant unacceptance and in some cases discrimination from everyone else while also pointing out that the rest of humanity mis labels their gender identity due to ignorance and what they are doing to help educate people and gain what they percive as equality for themselves. 
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
The issues addressed were fairly biased since a majority of the individuals interviewed were transgender or advocates for them and there was only one person interviewed that was against certain rights that the transgender comunity was fighting for. I do not beleive the presenters were operating with an underlying agenda since most point were stated and addressed openly. 
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
There was a majority agreement between most presenters on the topics with the exeption of the use of bathrooms and lockerrooms. This was only because a majority of the individuals presenting the topics were transgender or non binary. 
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The transgender and the non binary comunity bring both moral and ethical issues forward by wanting recognition in what they deem to be proper references when addressing them and being allowed to use different restroom and changing rooms based on what they feel fits them. Since the idea of an individual  refusing their physical gender and embracing another gender identity is widely unaccepted and not the  majority most cultures refuse to accept differences in their clothing choices, terminology, and preference to bathrooms. This leads most people to the question of who is right or wrong and where is the line between  discrimination and akwardness. 
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
The concept of ethical relativism is esentially this topic in itself since a transgender or non binary individual does not fit into what is considered the social norm of most cultures and therefore seen as wrong based on these cultures beliefs, but if there were a culture that this were the norm then cisgender individuals would be considered taboo when requesting to be refered to as him or her and wanting specific bathrooms to use based on what reproductive organs there were born with. 
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Good Evening Kyle,
I disagree with the concept of transgender or non binary gender equality.  The natural law theory fits best in this argument for me, which is my individual ethically relative view.  Gender assignment is what is embedded in our chromosomes.  Scientifically we either have XX or XY chromosomes.  This is a fact and whether or not we feel like a man or feel like a woman does not change this fact.  Therefore, it should not be disputed. 
This is not to say that I am intolerant, because I actually have a transgender aunt/uncle, and I love him/her very much.  There civil and human rights should not be hindered in any way, however, when it comes to what is a scientific fact whether you are a man or woman does not change.  No matter how much plastic surgery and artificial hormones one may take.
Regards,
Brian Beadle  
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Kyle,
I believe a moral red line must be drawn and sustained lest society delve deeper into various forms of perverse sin.  Transgender and genderless identities on top of homosexuality open the door to all sorts of unnatural behavior such as beastiality.  This is one argument that does not violate natural law theory or fall prey to any type of a naturalistic fallacy.  One does not see any animal in nature not identify with their gender or natural instincts just as they were created.  Also, I must point out that the concept of tolerance has blended itself with the concept of not wanting to give offense to someone.  It is perhaps the most misunderstood concept.  According to Beckwith (2009), "real tolerance presupposes someone is right and someone is wrong, which implicitly denies moral relativism" (para. 11).
References
Beckwith, F. J. (2009, April 6). Philosophical problems with moral relativism. Christian Research Institute.
      Retrieved from http://www.equip.org/article/philosophical-problems-with-moral-relativism/Links to an external site.
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Juno Mac on "What do Sex Workers Want?"
1.  What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the video?
     Juno Mac, a British sex worker and outspoken activist for the Sex Work Open University, discusses the overall impact four different legislative/legal models adopted by various countries throughout the world are having on the sex trade as a business enterprise industry.  The four models discussed include: full criminalization, partial criminalization, the Swedish/Nordic model, and legalization which is not to be confused with decriminalization.  Furthermore, she also provides her own set of supporting arguments as to why those that wish to prohibit the sale of sex choose to do so.  Her overall feeling on the subject appears to highlight the idea that the sex workers' industry should be protected because it is a meaningful way for women of their own free will to not only make ends meet but advance themselves in the 21st century minus the abuses of course to include forced labor and/or sex trafficking as well as the threat of bodily harm and even death by a pimp or manager.  Juno further asserts her petition that those crimes be tried separately without taking anything away from any consensual and humane sex business transaction whatsoever.
2.  Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective?  Was the presenter operating with an underlying agenda?
     It became quite apparent by the middle of the talk that the issues/themes were presented with obvious feminist bias in favor of the rights of sex workers and decriminalization.  More specifically, Juno was in fact operating on the underlying agenda that sex workers be allowed to work safely and on their own terms.
3.  Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
     While Juno Mac was the sole presenter in this video, there was a level of agreement and even praise that was extended to her by the audience at the very end.  When compared against some of the other video speakers, a level of agreement does exist in terms of correcting many of the misconceptions or stereotypes our society maintains regarding prostitution and those that live such a life.
4.  What were the major moral/ethical issues related to this topic?
      The major ethical issue related to Juno Mac's thesis statement in her debate is whether or not prostitution should be decriminalized altogether.  Under decriminalization, sex workers would no longer have to fear the negative stigma and effects associated with a criminal record because the law of the land would be changed so that the sale of sex by itself as a humane profession would no longer in any way be considered a crime.  One might also tie into this discussion a couple of underlying ethical dilemmas such as does decriminalization of prostitution inherently recognize prostitution as morally good and secondly, should decriminalization be further defined to prohibit the practice of several women working for one boss as this might lead to a form of quasi-human slavery?
5.  How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
     MacKinnon and Fiala (2018) explain relativism in general citing that "our judgements about ethics are relative to (or dependent upon) something else" (p. 44).  Relativism can be based on various contexts such as an individual's personal beliefs or an entire culture's set of beliefs (MacKinnon & Fiala, 2018, p. 44).  More often than not, ethical relativism, which is often closely associated with the metaphysical realm, is predicated upon the belief that no absolute right or wrong exists.  It seeks to justify what has traditionally been observed in past decades and centuries as morally wrong and a perversion of our Creator's original intentions per the Holy Scriptures of the Bible and the Judeo-Christian worldview.  Juno Mac relies upon ethical relativism to pick apart which parts of her livelihood she wishes to see as morally good such as the sale of consensual sex to paying clients and condemn those aspects such as forced sex trafficking as morally evil.  In a manner of speaking, Juno becomes her own god setting her own comfortable levels of right and wrong to justify her lifestyle.  While some may see religion as getting in the way of Juno's summary position, I respectfully disagree as the consequences for such a lifestyle often lead to harmful outcomes such as STDs, unplanned pregnancies, and even hidden abuses.  Religion or more appropriately faith in the One True God who is responsible for our intelligent design and creation in His image teaches us that sex was always meant to be amazing and procreative yet revered as a holy symbol of the joining of one man to one woman to become one flesh for life within the bonds of matrimony.  Simply put, I would graciously respond to Juno Mac in a formal debate by reminding her of what God has to say on the subject of sexual immorality per the authority of His Word found in the Holy Bible and likewise share with her that His Word is like an instruction guide for our abundant, successful, and victorious living.
References
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Sex Trafficking (17:51)Links to an external site.
· What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
Sex trafficking how to identify it and why trafficking happens. The video covered a lot of statistics of what happens in the child prostitution world.
· Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
I think it was unbiased and the underlying agenda was really point blank; what we as Americans need to do to change our perception and see the child not as a prostitute as a child that is condemned to a life of child trafficking.
· Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
I really think that it is in huge agreement that children are not really in prostitution because they want to be, but they are coerced into it.
· What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The ethical issue I see in the ted talk was children will go to jail for prostitution, but the buyers of the children get fined and a slap on the wrist with little to no jail time. I think that the ethical issue is should the buyer have major repercussions? I know that if it was one of my kids I would think that they need to have a life sentence.
· How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
 
I think that ethical relativism relates here because American at one point in time just turned a blind eye to the situation. I know in places like the Philippines, the male would most likely have their genitals cut off, while in some places some third world countries it is a little more acceptable.
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I have never heard of FGM until reading about it through this module and the fact that it was an ongoing practice in the US. I have heard of women wanting to tighten their vaginal passage after giving birth but having a "so-called female circumcision" to reduce or eliminate female sexual pleasure is unreal let alone connection to "the issue of controlling female sexuality and feminist concerns" as it relates to sex trafficking. 
MacKinnon, B., & Fiala, A. (2018). Ethics: Theory and Contemporary Issues (9th ed). Boston,MA: Cengage Learning
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· The Ethical Stripper (15:06) (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. - This video will challenge your presumptions, stereotypes, and convictions with Stacey Clare as she raises important questions at the intersection of feminism, worker's rights, objectification, and sex work.
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
As an activist Stacey presented the themes of feminism, worker's rights, objectification, gender stereotypes, harassment and child abuse and that she has value in being seen as a stripper or as she wants to be seen.  
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
I believed she addressed her issues from a bias perspective and presented her issues with an underlying agenda.  
Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
There was disagreement that she could not be an ethical stripper.
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
Social justice, personal identity, pro-choice, working conditions, feminism, women's rights and exploitation of women.  
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
The video made a point to address the ethical relativism of a being a stripper and an intellectual woman. In fact she went far to address her education and background as an activist which has been a catalyst for speaking up for women rights in the industry in the UK. This defies the concept of defining someone by one opinion or stigma of position.       
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Video: Sex Trafficking Isn't What You Think It Is
Sex trafficking isn't what you think it is | Meghan Sobel | TEDxMileHighWomenLinks to an external site.[image: Sex trafficking isn't what you think it is | Meghan Sobel | TEDxMileHighWomen]
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
Meghan Sobel talks about the common misconception westerners have about sex trafficking.  She details how we think of physical force being involved when the actuality is a social and cultural pressure that creates a lack of options effectively forcing involvement in the sex industry.

Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda
The speaker was making an informative and persuasive speech with an agenda, but I wouldn't necessarily say that she had a biased perspective.  She was trying to correct a common misconception and educate the audience on a complex subject.  She also provided steps towards helping the problem, albeit a little broad.  I think she was acting on the initial solution of spreading awareness and understanding about the issue.

Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
There was no opponent or objector to the video I watched because it was an informative speech.  I can imagine purchasers of sex trafficking might not agree that it is morally wrong, but that would be a biased perspective defending such a practice because they enjoy it.

What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The major moral/ethical issue of this topic is the lack of choice available to the individuals that are being trafficked.  The heart of the issue lies in the statelessness of children born in Thailand to parents who are not citizens.  Effectively they belong to no nation and have limited privileges.  Language barriers make sex work some of the only trades they can engage in.  Additionally, cultrually, it is important for the kids to take care of their elders in that particular society.  Children can provide much more income by sex work, and may be the only way to keep the family afloat.  The speaker also addresses societal and foundational support to promote better options and break the cycle.  Shocklinly she claimed that a majority of sex work purchasers in thailand are American, and reccomended fixing the demand of the problem, rather than the supply.  Her solution involved increasing the frequency of talks with loved ones about the morality of choosing to purchase such a service.

How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Ethical relativism applies here because the societal expectations of children to provide for the family are radically different that the infrastructure we have as westerners.  The speaker also touched on the shame associated with not being able to provide for the family if the child left sex work.  To me, it is abhorent that a child would have to contend with the internal conflict of continuing to sell their body for sex vs. being unable to continue supporting the family.  The relativism here is that as an American, I feel there should be no shame for a child being unable to garner family support because it isn't their role.  The reality of the situation is that in Thailand, that is their role.  It is based on social and cultural norms.
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Bradley, 
 
I did not watch this particular video but you make it sound interesting. I like your view and discussion on ethical relativism. I agree there should be no shame brought to the person or child being trafficked. This seems to cause a very huge issue when faced with family support or the sex industry. 
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Stephen Resch
HUM 330  
22. What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
 In the video Gender and the Space between, the speakers talk about how transgender people live and what the struggle with there every day lives are. There are a lot of questions asked during the video that show the true struggle these people go through from day to day. Some other issues addressed are how society does not accept these people and in my opinion from what I got from the video is because there is not enough education around this.
22. Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
From my point of view, I would have liked to see me straight opinions of the matter. I could be wrong, but I feel that most of the people telling stories were transgender. So, in that case I would have to say this was a Biased perspective. This is not to say I do not want to hear a transgender opinion, but I would like to hear both sides, thoughts, and feelings around the topic of conversation. It seemed like the people speaking about this problem were trying to project and push me to think a certain way about this.
3. Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
I think that throughout the world we hear everyday difference of opinions and feelings towards gender choices. Some presenters such as the parents, seemed to be more concerned around how their children will be treated in school and by society. I think there are a lot of rules around same sex marriages and some states I know forbid that. I would also say that we’ve seen people trying to put into effect same sex or different sex bathrooms for transgender people.  
1. What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
I think that there are many issues morally and ethically relating to this issue. For example, The one mother that was speaking about her daughter from Illinois was talking about judgment and discrimination around the everyday issues her daughter must go through. This could mean bullying, discriminating, and how the children in the schools are treating her daughter.
1. How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
In my opinion, Ethical Relativism effects the way people accept lesbian’s gays’ etc.. Ethical relativism is only saying what is right or wrong and is hindering and changing people’s feelings towards being more accepting of transgender people.
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I agree and disagree to a point. Take America back in the 80s when everything was a lot more religious and completely against transgenders and it was deemed to be a mental condition. Now it is a new generation in control of how we look at things as a society and now the social norm is to be acceptable to everyone. The societal norm changes with each generation. 
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Stephen,
I agree that gender orientation today is entirely different. We often speak in this house on LGBT community. My 14-year-old follows the news and is into politics. He is always asking questions and if anything this week showed me that I am still naive in my way of thinking.  I think it is still a concern for parents but ultimately no matter the circumstance you worry about your child. My kid has red hair and braces. Junior high has been brutal. I think that's why I like the eye color experiment from last week. If people opened the hearts more and judged a little less the world would be a much better place. 
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Sex Trafficking isn’t what you think it is by Professor Meghan Sobel
What do sex workers want? Juno Mac
What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
Sex trafficking isn’t what you think it is:
The issues are that sex trafficking is not how we envision it to be. If there is a demand for it, there will be a supply and that we as westerners need to open our eyes to this behavior. The people who are paying for these sexual acts are not dirty dingy men in back alleys but very well to do businessmen from America. Her point is to rethink what we think trafficking is and get to the core issues of sex trafficking.
What do sex workers want?
The main issues discussed were the reasoning that sex work should be decriminalized throughout the world. Juno gave several points how different parts of the world punish or not punish people for sex work and who is punished.
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Yes, I believe that Professor Sobel addressed the issues in a biased way. She drew us in with the store of the boy from Thailand and told his story so that we can see sex trafficking is not how Hollywood portrays it to be. Sobel is an activist trying to raise awareness about sex-trafficking. She brings up a possible new way of combating trafficking and believes in what she is doing is the best way currently to hinder the industry.
Yes, Juno Mac’s talk was also biased. She is a sex worker who is an advocate for other sex workers rights in the industry. She wants us to see that people in the sex industry is trying to provide for their families and by having criminal records it forces them to remain in the industry.
 Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
I initially watched “Is anatomy Destiny,” and I could not wrap my brain around all the different possibilities of gender that I never knew existed. I felt naive about this subject, and with a 14-year-old we have had a lot of talks about gender identity.
The two videos that I watched on the sex workers/trafficking do disagree. One talk is trying to provide insight on sex-trafficking of both boys and girls and how they are psychologically tortured into believing this is how they can provide for their families. The other talk is how can we make sex work safer for the workers and give them working rights that are affordable to them. Also, to ensure that there will not be criminal charges for the workers so that if they choose to leave the industry, the will be able to work elsewhere.
 What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
 
3. Adopting a zero-tolerance policy in international organizations. This would require staff to conduct themselves professionally at all times. Is this possible?
4. Treating one another with dignity. Whether you are trafficked or a sex worker you carry a great deal of shame or are shamed by those who know about your lifestyle whether by choice or forced.
5. Enacting government regulations (whatever those may be) what keeps repeating to me is if there is a demand there will be a supply. What does the government do with that? Has this changed or is it only evolving as we evolve? What drives someone to pay for a sexual act? Should sex work be legalized?
6. Discrimination whichever way you few both of those videos seems to play a huge role. Portraying all sex workers as victims, deviants, or criminals.
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Ethical relativism is the belief that nothing is objectively right or wrong.  Depending on the individual or the cultural view determines if it is right or wrong. Is perception reality? I think it relates to this topic because different cultures see sex trafficking and sex workers in a different view. The individual purchasing time with a client looks at it as a business transaction and expects to receive a service for his purchase. Is this the same thing as me purchasing a detailed car wash? Is this acceptable to other cultures because it is a lucrative business or because it is a normal practice passed on by generations before them?
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My video was: Trafficking: Seeking Solutions to a Hidden Crime | Markella Papadouli | TEDxVilnius
 
What are the basic issues and main themes of the video?
The basic issues in this video were learning the different types of human trafficking. Human trafficking is part or and larger than just sex trafficking. Sex trafficking is the most obvious of the forms of trafficking. I met a guy while I was at school a few years ago who told me he had married a woman from the Philippines and that one of the issues they had in their marriage was that she didn’t have her passport or status papers. Her work holds them for the length of her “contract with them”. I told him that didn’t sound legal and we talked about it but moved on. After watching this video, I see exactly what was going on and how she was/is being trafficked by this “company” to work for them.
Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
Biased or unbiased would, in a way, depend on your view of trafficking as a whole.  In my opinion no, it was not biased it is a crime. If the international community has come together and said “this is not ok” its fair to say that its unbiased to say that trafficking is wrong. This video showed more than sex trafficking it showed that trafficking is the abuse of another person’s privacy in any way.
What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
12-17 billion dollars a year of profit from human trafficking. Trafficking has grown past just sex thought it is the most notable of them. If a country is looking for agricultural labor traffickers will hunt out suitable men who are able to perform this task and traffic them out to do so. The will control their passport papers to get them to do what they need.
How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to the topic?
The international community has come together and said that this is not an ok thing. Trafficking of people is illegal in all modern countries and yet it is one of the most lucrative businesses in the world. Markella Papadouli speaks about an organization that she works with that helps come up with a list of ways to identify these types of things and also says that this is not an all-encompassing list, that as trafficking changes so does this list. Since the crime is so broad and wide so should the list be of how to combat it.
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Kyle, 
I agree this has alot to do with who is watching and there personal feelings. Any of the trafficking arguments I agree the topic is a crime and and should be viewed as such. On the other hand I guess there is most likely someone out there that argues that it is not a crime or issue. 
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. What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
In the video The Ethical Stripper, there were several main issues of being a stripper. The first was how there needs to be better working rules for strippers, and how they should have more of a say of how they work. The managers of the establishments have too much control of how and when they make their money. She was starting a co-op, similar to a union of strippers to help overcome these conditions. The second main issue was the stigma of being a stripper, in that people always assume something is wrong with them. She wants to change peoples mind on this, by letting people know she chose this profession. She thinks its an art form and takes lots of skill to do what she does. 
. Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
The video was definitely biased, being as that she was a stripper herself, and trying to shed some good light on the profession. She was talking to a group of feminists, who inherently dislike jobs that objective women, so she made it clear she was in control of every aspect. I believe the underlying agenda was to show that some professions, being sexual in nature or not, can be chosen by people because they want to, not have to.
. What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
The ethical issue for this video was objectification, and how violence is more likely to be used on an object and not a person. If she could show how she chose this profession and had control, it would shed a more positive light on the industry. 
. How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
Ethical relativism relates to this topic because the morals and values differ depending on who you ask on this profession. The speaker being an intelligent feminist, was also able to be a stripper without conforming to the negative conotations. 
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Andrew,
I kind of agree with the presenter here. That strippers are not treated like normal employees, from what I hear. That women strippers are treated like an object, not as a human. I also think that it is not a bad idea to create a strippers union, why not, it is a entertainment job. It could be something like the screen actors guild for actors. Was there any mention of male strippers being treated the same way women are treated? Also, being a stripper shouldn't be looked down as a bad job, and neither should the people performing. Dancing on a pole takes a lot of skill, and muscle. That is way they now have pole classes at gyms, strippers deserve some respect.
Danny
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. What are the basic issues and main themes addressed in the videos?
The issues and facts of this video are related to human trafficking. This video in particular covers child sex and the trafficking of children (minors).
. Were the issues addressed from a biased or unbiased perspective? Were the presenters operating with an underlying agenda?
I feel that this was presented in a unbiased stand point. Yes, the presenter is in support of the children but I think that everyone that would watch the video would be on the same side. I do not feel that there was a true underlying agenda. The presenter wanted to inform, educate, and attempt to motivate people to take action against this horrendous issue.
. Was there agreement or disagreement among presenters regarding the main issues addressed?
When thinking of this question in a bigger picture some of the videos do and don’t have direct arguments or agreements. When thinking of two videos in particular one say to label buyers or “Johns” harshly and to give them harsh titles. It also says that people or women do not have a choice of their career or if they are in the sex industry. The other video says not to label either side because it does no good. It actually hurts the woman more to be labeled. She felt that it was a woman’s choice if they wanted to be in the industry or not.  
. What were the major moral/ethical issues related to these topics?
Depending on what video discussed. There are the ethical/moral implications of any of the sex without marriage topics as related to the bible and religious views. On the other hand ethical relativism is key when talking about another video such as the ethical stripper. Strippers are typically not trafficked they are also not minors. So what argument is to be used?
. How does the concept of ethical relativism relate to this topic?
I feel that it relates to this topic for a few different reasons. Ethical relativism says that nothing is technically right or it depends of different factors. The time and place, the people, the culture, the time in history, societal views, even the views to the individuals themselves all play a part in defining this topic. When viewing the one video of the ethical stripper the views in that video say and show all the above listed. On the other hand that same topic be looked at in a non-ethical light? Yes, depending on the setting and the people that you would talk to for instance a discussion of strippers would not take place at church or on some other social circles.
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