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A Doll House: Contrast
A Doll House is a drama written by Henrik Ibsen in 1879. Just like his other works, this play portrays the ills in the then society. Particularly, the playwright uses a lot of contrasts and parallelism to bring out his themes that include gender roles and marriage institution among others. This paper focuses on contrasts in character and ideas in the drama. 
Helmer and Krogstad
Krogstad and Torvald Helmer have contrasting characters and attitudes throughout the play. Helmer comes out as a conservative and unloving person who does not even care about his wife’s feelings. He openly scolds his wife and does not mind disowning her for his selfish interests. In addition, he is utterly corrupt and even fake accusations against his friend to have him fired. He accuses Krogstad of being corrupt just because he called him with his first name. On the other hand, Krogstad is a flexible, loving and caring person who does not want others to suffer. It is this loving nature that makes him come to Nora and express himself by explaining the blackmail was purely to secure his job back and not meant to hurt her. He says to have been “thinking about you (Mrs. Helmer) the whole day. Even duns and hack journalists have hearts, you know” (Ibsen, 1992). In essence, he is showing more concern to Mrs. Helmer well-being than even her husband. Similarly, he marries a widowed Kristina Linde due to love and nothing else. 
Nora and Kristina Linde
Perhaps the most open contrast in the whole play is the characterization of these two women. They live contrasting lives right from the beginning to the end of this drama. At the beginning, Nora is happily married but later turns tragic towards the end of the play. On the other hand, the play begins with Mrs. Linde living a desolate life after the death of her husband but latter gets married to Krogstad and enjoys her union at the end. Similarly, Nora comes out as revolutionary character willing to break away from the patriarchal system by walking away from abusive marriage. At the time Henrik was writing the play men had absolute control over their wives and it could only take a radical character to break the chain. Mrs. Linde, on the other hand, is a conservative woman who submit herself to her husband Krogstad. In other words, Henrik uses Nora to represent the future whereas Mrs. Linde stands for the past.
Appearance and Reality
There are several instances where the surface appearance is far from the reality. For instance, both Nora and Mrs. Linde (in her first marriage) are physically married but emotionally far off from their partners. In the case of Mrs. Linde she only got married to support her siblings after their father’s death while her mother “was bedridden and helpless and she had to provide for the two younger brothers” (Ibsen, 1992). Similarly, Nora appears “happily married” to Helmer while she is single emotionally. In fact, Nora admits that at some point she felt like a man, meaning she had to take some responsibilities like paying back her loan. In essence, these two appeared to be married while in reality they were not into these relationship.
Morality and Legality
The question of morality and legality of issues has always been there since time immemorial. Not everything legal is moral and vice versa. Morals are society’s accepted code of conduct whereas legality deals with the laws of the land. In the play, Henrik raises some fundamental legal issues that the then society considered immoral. For instance, the play uses Nora to show that it is very legal for women to walk out of their marriages if they don’t feel happy. Such issues were viewed as immoral in the then societies as marriage was a lifetime commitment. 
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