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Frederick Douglass

Frederick Douglass (February 1818- February 20, 1895) is one of the most iconic figures in the struggle for freedom of slaves in the USA. Frederick was born into a slave plantation. He was of mixed race, born to an African mother and a white father. Frederick was separated from his mother at birth and was raised by his grandmother, who was also a slave. Frederick was separated continuously from his family throughout his young life as he was moved from one master to another. Later on, Frederick managed to escape slavery in 1838 and became one of the most prolific leaders in the movement to abolish slavery.
To better understand how Frederick’s anti-slavery activism shaped America’s history, we must first examine the historical backdrop of his time. Frederick was born in the southern states. These states had legalized slavery and did not view these slaves as human beings with equal rights and liberties. Due to the cotton industry growth in the south, there was increased labor demand, hence the necessity of slaves. These southern states at some point went ahead to secede from the union of American states to form the confederation of southern states; this was done to protect their slave ownership rights.
It was against such an unfair environment that Frederick Douglass rose to prominence in the struggle for the liberation of the slaves in the southern states. Frederick believed that it is only by acquiring knowledge that slaves would find their path to freedom. After escaping to freedom, Frederick moved to Massachusetts, where he became a prolific preacher and abolitionist. Frederick and became a member of several abolitionist groups and began giving lectures. In 1841, Douglass was actively involved in organizing and executing protests against segregated public transport. To educate the slaves, Douglass was actively engaged in giving seminars, lectures, and bible lessons to the slave population. He was also very vocal in advocating for the desegregation of public schools. Douglass was involved in the struggle to free slaves and the battle for women's rights. In 1844, Douglass spoke eloquently at the Seneca Fall Convention in New York on the need for women's suffrage. As the civil was rolling out in 1861, Douglass was actively involved in calling out the black slaves to fight for their freedom; he ran publications in his newspapers publishing his views and opinions. 
Douglass played a crucial role in the liberation of the black slaves in America. Despite President Lincoln passing the Emancipation Proclamation and the thirteenth amendment, much was still left to do in the struggle of black slaves. Free slaves were still not allowed to vote nor own property. Douglass continued his activism, through which he successfully elevated equal rights, civil rights, women's rights, the abolition of slavery, and equal education. The impacts of Douglass' activism were felt even long after he died. Douglass' lectures and ideologies inspired women's rights movements of the 1960s. Even today, Douglass is viewed as the father of civil rights. 
The story of Douglass is, without doubt, one of the most important chapters in our country's history. As a result of Fredericks' activism, black people today can enjoy the same constitutional right and liberties that the whites enjoy. Indeed, Douglass left his mark on the political and civil rights landscape in our country.
Work cited
Douglass, Frederick, and Rayford Whittingham Logan. The life and times of Frederick Douglass. Courier Corporation, 2003.
Martin Jr, Waldo E. The Mind of Frederick Douglass. Univ of North Carolina Press, 2000.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

