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Should we continue or stop the war on drugs?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The phrase War on drugs was first coined by President Richard Nixon of the USA in 1971. During one of the press conferences, the president identified drug abuse as United States' "public enemy number one." (Murray, 2020) The president was determined to wage an international war on drugs using the absolute prohibition approach. The president escalated federal funding for all agencies dealing with drug control and had stringent measures to curb the menace. Some of the steps included mandatory prison sentencing for crime related to drugs. The primary cause of this war that has lasted over four decades was the USA's escalation of drug use and addiction.  In 1973, a drug enforcement administration was also created by President Nixon to stop the illegal use of drugs and smuggling. The drug menace in the USA was a problem that was created by Columbia and Mexico due to their organized underground supply chains that aimed to quench the high affinity for drugs in the USA (Toro, 1995). As much as Columbia was the production powerhouse of the drugs described by the United Nations as illegal, Mexico served as the USA's transit route. Columbia leads in the production of cocaine due to its strategic position in the Andes mountain that supports cocoa's growth. The US government was determined to thwart the entry of drugs within its borders, mostly from Mexico. The essay seeks to argue that the war on drugs needs to continue because it causes adverse health implications in users and increases crime.
One of the reasons why the war on drugs should continue is because of the adverse effects that the drugs have on the users' bodies and lives.  The use of drugs not only leads to addiction but also health complications. One of the most used drugs in the USA is cocaine, which emanates from the South American cocoa plant. As a stimulant, cocaine causes a temporary illusion that makes the user edgy and depressed. The worst part is that the substance always makes the users crave for more. Such addictions lead to strokes and heart attacks due to respiratory failure. Also, the overuse of drugs like methamphetamine and cocaine has been known to reduce the body's general immunity, hence allowing the body to prone to other diseases.  The most worrying fact is that some of the drugs, for instance, cocaine is introduced into the body system by using needle injections. The sharing of the needles by the users increases the risks of acquiring HIV/AIDS and other diseases transmitted through blood, for instance, hepatitis (Wakaskar. 2017). Still, on health, the use of drugs has threatened the social fabric and left lovers in the cold due to their effects on the reproductive system. Drugs like cocaine and opium have caused low sex drive and even total failure to attain a meaningful erection.  To add, the users distance themselves from social relationships. This includes friends and romantic partners as they seek to stay on their own in the world of imaginations. The phenomenon has threatened the marriages and social bonds in the users' families, leading to an escalation in divorce cases and single-parent children. Opponents to the war against drugs argue that the government's mechanisms have led to an astronomical increase in the expenditure of taxpayer's money. The federal government spends about $ 33 billion annually on matters related to drug control (Luty, 2016). As much as the figure may seem staggering, it includes money spent rehabilitating the drug addicts to enable them to rise to their feet and be productive again. Their argument is lame, considering the health consequences that drug use poses to the USA's public health.
Another valid reason why the drug war should continue is that drug business and drug use promote crime.  For instance, drugs, marijuana, cocaine, hallucinogens, and methamphetamine have been known to cause violent and erratic behaviors amongst users. Such violence is among the leading causes of increased homicides and other muder cases in the USA and around the globe (Hohl et al., 2017). Also, the addictive nature of the substances has adverse economic implications. Considering that such drugs are expensive, the victims engage in criminal activities to get the required dollars to quench their thirst.  The habit has also led to an increase in prostitution in both males and females with the sole aim of acquiring some dollars to buy drugs. In 2014, 17% of the state prisoners and 19% of national inmates agreed that they committed crimes to buy drugs.  Also, 5% of homicides committed in the USA are a result of drug influence.In comparison, narcotics account for 3% of murder cases resulting from drug trafficking, manufacturing, and frictions between the drug cartels. In 2018, 67,367 deaths occurred due to drug overdose with synthetic opioids as the leading agents (Morales et al., 2019). Opponents of the war on drugs claim that it has threatened the democratic ideals by targeting the people of color. Many blacks have been incarcerated in the USA due to the action.  This fact lacks weight because the trend is just a coincidence. After all, the law applies to anyone who is involved in the drug chain. They should avoid prison by staying away from drugs.
To conclude, the war on drugs policy was engineered by President Richard Nixon in 1971 to fight the escalating drug use in the USA. The essay argued that the war on drugs should continue base on two significant facts. The use of drugs leads to an increase in crime. It also threatens the health of the nation. It is the highest time the government should increase its efforts in the war for a healthy America.
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