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Indecency censorship
What legal protection is afforded by the first amendment in this context?
Micol Hebron, an associate professor and artist photoshopped male nipples following a censorship on her nipples while the male counterparts in the same picture had their nipples uncensored. Instagram community guidelines with regard to nipples allow only paintings and nipples that get past the website censors (Gordon, 2021). Exposure of nudity on social media is arguably similar to public nudity; this is because most of the people have access to the internet, with this in mind we can refer to the case in San Francisco where a lawsuit was filed as soon as the lawmakers voted to ban nudity in public places (Kelly, 2012). The first amendment of the US forbids “abridging of the freedom of speech,” this could offer legal protection in such a scenario if  Micol Hebron was expressing herself, however, being nude, according to legal experts does not necessarily translate to an act of expression in its self (Kelly, 2012).
A good example is the case of James Shamsi, he conducted an experiment where he posted a nipple image of a man with an enlarged areolae compared to that of a typical male. The image remained on the website until the Instagram admins learnt that the nipples were from a woman, they pulled them down only to reinstate the image after James Shamsi explained that the nipples belonged to a man (Gordon, 2021). The first amendment in this case would not apply since James had a different mission other than expressing himself.
Who should decide what should be censored?
Who determines what is to be censored depends with the avenue and the effect such constructs have on the audience. Critiques argue that the female breasts are secondary sexual organs unlike men’s nipples, which do not serve any justifiable purpose. In most jurisdictions the current rules in place base their argument on stopping women from arousing men as opposed to stopping men from going astray once aroused. Efforts such as free the nipple campaign can only take a joint effort from a large minority. Every society should have a collective agreement of what is right or wrong in this case a governing body should decide what to allow and what to censor. Nudity in social platforms affects every other individual, there is a need to have someone or an entity to regulate, and social media just like any other public space serves everyone. There are many websites that display explicit content such as web girls, escort services and the like which from the start require consent or age verification for individuals to enter, though most of them do not require strict verification, such domains can be flagged and people who do not meet the standards can be protected from viewing the content inside. However, social media platforms have guidelines that every well-intending individual should respect.
How should they decide?
Currently, with the ease of access to social media for everyone some content is bound to affect the sexual health of minors, it should be a joint effort between the government and regulators in protecting the growing minors. The best way to censor material that is termed “indecent” is to institute stringent measures on websites and internet service providers to allow only permissible content and review every provocative message before posting it on social platforms. 
In your view, what types of speech (broadly construed) involving nudity or sexuality should be censored?
Types of free speech that promote immorality are bound to cause more harm than good, sexual orientation should be educative and fruitful to everyone, it is necessary. However, explicit content may lead to disrespect and defiance especially where kids are involved particularly in this era of easy access to information. Some of the types of speech that should be censored include pictorial and print erotica, sexual toys and implements as well as information surrounding abortion or the use of contraceptives. Forms of nudity including nude dancing prevalent in erotic clubs can be regulated, however, where such practices are linked to rise in crime rates, it is within the law to impose a public nudity ban in such establishments as was with the case Erie v Pap’s AM (Kelly, 2012).
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