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Chapter xvii

o IT'S GETTING DARK o~

Jack did not drive Polly straight to the house. He had to go out
Rosthern way on business, he said, and she might as well come along
For the ride. And since it was so nice to be actually going somewhere
with him, she didn’t complain. The house would be there when they

sotbaill
Polly was hungry, but Jack seemed in a hurry to get out in the coun-
try, so they stopped at a small grocery store where she bought some
fruit to eat in the car. Then they went into Cairns Store and walked
around it for a bit, but Polly bought only some postcards to send to
the children.

Polly had hardly been for a car ride since she arrived, except for that
long drive to Regina the first day. It was lovely, riding along, seeing the
fields and the harvesting and the duck-filled sloughs close up. There
was a wonderful crop that year, even a stranger could tell that, the
gtaltn standing thick and heavy, or sheafed into big generous stooks, as
i{ a;i:iz: ::’:h\‘”here ftwas cut and still lay in thick curving rows,

one s if waiting for Rumpelstiltskin to turn it into
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dark to shoot. But he was raising the gun again.
She looked up, but there were no geese. She turned back and
looked straight into the shotgun’s double barrel, inches from her face.
“No, Jack, dor't1” :
At the loud explosion, the good, generous heart of Polly Wilson

stopped beating. The boy child inside her struggled. It took a little
longer for his heart to stop.
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it even noticed the shotgunin the back. He walked back holding
{he dead rabbit upside-down, blood running from s long sof cars.
Hethre it the back beside the shovel. Then he gave Polly the gun
and showed her how to hold it beside hr n case some geese lew over

gundk

ind he needed it quickly She wouldn’t mind having a goose to cook,
butshe wished he hadn'tshot the abbit.

Along timelater, he suddenly spoke up.

It too late now to do my work at Rosthern today. I thought we
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“Geese,” Jack said, getting out.
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and going around to her sdeof the

then theshed long for along time, wounded. She got out of the car

andwalked behin im inthat direction, buthe tumed suddenly and
itwas toofas they d beter et on.

L hope it won' i,” Polly said, as thy walked back t0 the ca,

hich vas hidden from the road by some bushes. Tt was dusk nov,

and would soon be dark. They could hear a car passing by on the




