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STEP ONE: Choose one of the stories you have already read throughout this unit within Lesson Activities. Click on the title below; the text of the story will ask to be copied as a document to your OWN Google Drive. Then, you will annotate the text, and include the link below.
PLEASE ASK FOR HELP IF YOU STILL DO NOT KNOW HOW TO ANNOTATE IN GOOGLE DOCS AFTER
YOU WATCH THIS VIDEO: https://youtu.be/RQ5ISeTZuVU



· An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge (from American Realism)
· Editha (from Complex Characters in Realism)
· The Yellow Wallpaper (from Unreliable Narrators)
· The L1,000,000 Bank Note (from Humor in American Realism)
· The Open Boat (from American Naturalism)
· The Human Drif (from The Naturalism Movement)This study resource was



· LINK YOUR ANNOTATED TEXT HERE - Make sure that you use the “Share” button and make sure anyone with the link can view it!:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a0TPaBV-_IaVx- Uebbps3phqFqWRijAhnXk9YNov4A0/edit


	STEP TWO: After you complete the reading and annotation, answer the following questions in paragraphs (minimum of 3 complete sentences):

	1. How do literary elements and rhetorical devices such as foreshadowing, imagery, and symbolism affect your understanding of the story?

	ANSWER
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	:
	After reading and annotating Jack London’s “The Human Drift,” I noticed recurring literary devices such as imagery and symbolism. First, imagery appears at the beginning of the story as the author describes why people move around so often. He writes that “the history of civilization is a history of wandering, sword in hand, in search of food” (1). The use of the word “food” repeatedly in the sentence appeals to the sense of taste, and one can form the mental picture of a situation of famine and hunger that drives the search for food. Symbolism has also been used in the text repeatedly. London describes human migration as “the drift.” Even though drift means changing position or location, in this text, it has been used to describe the migration of humans. 

	2. Where do you notice the theme of naturalism?

	ANSWER
:
	In London’s short story “The Human Drift,” the theme of Naturalism occurs through how the social environment influences people to drift or move from one region to another in search of a better life. It is human nature that people will always try to find peace, safety, and food. The basic human needs control how people behave. London suggests in the story that it doesn’t matter that people are good because lack of the basic social needs will lead them to do despicable things, including harming others. As he writes, “man, the hungry one, the killer, has always suffered for lack of room” London describes the desperation that turns people to monsters that are unrecognizable because they fight for the limited resources. 

	3. How does the author develop the characters in the story?

	ANSWER
:
	London develops himself as the omniscient narrator in the story. London traveled across the United States as a journalist and activist, which gives him the omniscient capability (the all-knowing character). Using his experience, London explains the impact of migration, including conflict, as people struggle to consolidate and control resources and power. He describes how Japan expanded its borders after the population explosion to create more room for its people. London also develops other characters in the story, like Herbert Spencer and Henley, by citing their works in the story. London describes what each expert said regarding the topic. 
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STEP THREE: Write an essay
	· Now that you’ve annotated and analyzed your chosen story, you will select an aspect of it and write a short essay about it.

	· Write an essay of approximately two to three paragraphs (5-10 sentences each) detailing how the aspect you selected relates to your understanding of the story as a whole. You must include any outside sources used.
· Be sure to use proper English (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, etc.) – use the spell check feature!

	· Here are some suggested topics, but you may choose your own topic, if you’d like:
· Naturalism developed out of Realism, and shares many characteristics in common with it. How can we draw a distinction between the two movements? Are all Naturalist writers Realists? Use examples from the readings to support your argument.
· Naturalist fiction often depicts people as having no ability to overcome their circumstances or to change their destinies. Is Naturalist fiction too pessimistic? How did you see this throughout the readings in this unit?
· Does Naturalism's emphasis on the idea that we are products of our environment allow us, as readers, to evade social responsibility? That is, if we are shaped by our environment, but are powerless to shape our environment in turn, does that mean that we can't change the societies in which we live? Use examples from the reading to support your argument.
· Survival is a big theme in Naturalist fiction. Why do you think that is? Use examples from the reading to support your argument.



	

	· Insert your essay here (or include a link to a separate Google Doc) - Make sure that you use the “Share” button and make sure anyone with the link can view it!:

Naturalism emphasizes the idea that we are products of our environment, which allows us, as readers, to evade social responsibility. Human beings are shaped by their environment but remain powerless to shape the environment. This means that there is little one can do to control or change the societies we live in, as depicted in London’s short story “The Human Drift.” By nature, London argues that human beings are beasts, uncivilized, and savages who struggle to control resources as a result of influence from what happens in the social environment. 
London’s “The Human Drift” asserts that people are pushed to act out of circumstances that they cannot control. Using examples from past historical events, London supports the idea that people, no matter how good they may try to be, end up acting like savages and beasts as they try to find resources that they don’t have. Most of the early migrations were influenced by the desire to expand their civilization. For example, in Central Europe, London cites that “Aryans have drifted into Asia, from Central Asia, the Turanians have drifted across Europe” (2). As these groups drift, they collide and recoil with other groups they find in the way. Sometimes they find hungrier people that are resulting in bloodshed. The natural instinct to survive makes people kill because they find themselves in a “hunting or being hunted, eating and being eaten” (London 3). 
Further, using historical records of migration and expansion of different borders, London explains that people are pushed by social factors such as poverty, famine, hunger, and population explosion to act in a savagery-like manner. The author argues that these factors have contributed to the destruction of man than even war. For example, famine in India between 1896 and 1897 killed more than 21 million people, the Yellow River burst in 1886 that left more than 7 million dead, and failure of crops in 1846 caused the death of one million-plus people in Europe (London 5). All these incidences are out of man’s control but influence their lives in many ways. Therefore, it is true to assert that we are powerless to shape our destiny and environment because there are more powerful factors at play than we can imagine. 
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Task 1: Analyzing a Literary Work

	
	Criteria

	4
	· The student adequately addresses all of the topics stated in the table.
· The student provides ample textual evidence with proper citations.
· The student gives a highly detailed analysis or commentary.
· The student includes several additional discussion topics.

	3
	· The student addresses most of the topics stated in the table.
· The student provides a substantial textual evidence with proper citations.
· The student gives a detailed analysis or commentary.
· The student includes some additional discussion topics.

	2
	· The student addresses some of the topics stated in the table.
· The student provides some textual evidence with citations.
· The student gives a relatively adequate analysis or commentary.
· The student finds a few additional discussion topics.

	1
	· The student does not address any of the topics stated in the table.
· The student provides no textual evidence or citations.
· The student does not give or gives an incorrect analysis or commentary.
· The student does not find any additional discussion topics.


Task 2: Writing an EssayThis study resource was


	
	Criteria

	4
	· The student centers the essay around the thesis statement, which is clearly stated.
· The student demonstrates a good understanding of the topic and analyzes the text convincingly.
· The student writes a well-structured essay, with only minimal spelling or grammatical errors.
· The student uses highly appropriate sources and cites the sources correctly.

	
3
	· The student centers the essay around the thesis statement, which is somewhat clearly stated.
· The student demonstrates a moderate understanding of the topic and analyzes the text well.
· The student writes a moderately well-structured essay, with a few spelling and grammatical errors.
· The student uses appropriate sources and cites the sources mostly correctly.

	
2
	· The student does not clearly center the essay around the thesis statement, but presents somewhat conflicting views.
· The student demonstrates some understanding of the topic and analyzes the text to some extent.
· The student writes an essay that is not well structured, with several spelling and grammatical errors.
· The student uses somewhat appropriate sources and cites the sources with some errors.

	

1
	· The student does not center the essay around the thesis statement, but instead includes loosely strung-together ideas.
· The student does not demonstrate understanding of the topic and is unable to analyze the text coherently.
· The student writes an essay that is incoherent or jumbled, with many spelling and grammatical errors.
· The student uses inappropriate sources or does not cite the sources.



