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Episodes of Washington Week.
Washington Week for 24th January, 2020
On 24th January 2020, the Washington Week aired a discussion on issues surrounding the impeachment of President Trump. The Democrats made their case against Trump, but the Senate Republicans will barely be convinced. Regardless, a research poll showed that 51 percent of the Americans wanted President Trump removed from office, thereby revealing sharply divided nation (PBS. Org, 2020 Jan). The House Democrats are dealing with a frenzied media environment and a president who dominate the Republican Party. Lacking any evidence to implicate President Trump, the Democrats relied on claims that Trump was insensitive to American values and was infiltrating them for his own benefits. Regardless, Trump’s actions regarding Ukraine amounts to an offence that is impeachable.
Despite the weight of the matter surrounding Trump, the Senate Republicans are loyal to him and will acquit him of any wrongdoing. This move would imply that cheating in elections is right. The senators should ensure impartiality in dealing with the trial as it is their constitutional responsibility. However, it is clear that the Republicans would view the matter based on their affiliations to Trump. It will set precedent for future observers, especially in defining impeachment so that it exclude abuse of power by the resident to cheat in an election and obstruct the will of the Congress. Therefore, failing to look at the facts and evidence of the trial is set to jeopardize the effectiveness of the Congress and the Senate in keeping the President in check.
Washington Week for 28th February 2020
On 28th February 2020, Washington Week discussed the Democratic Party’s race for a presidential candidate. The presenter highlighted the hot contest between Bernie Sanders and Joe Biden as they relied on different ideologies to harness their support while the other candidates call for unity within the party if the party wants to trounce President Trump. Besides, the implications of a worldwide pandemic were discussed. While Trumps indicated that the pandemic would barely have an impact on the United States and would disappear within no time, he did not highlighted of any measures put in readiness for the pandemic (PBS. Org, 2020 Feb). Amidst the pandemic fears, the President named Vice President Mike Pence as the point person for the administration response. This move raised questions from the democrats and health experts. It would have been more rational to name a health expert in the position rather than a political leader. Besides, the government move to evacuate its citizens from China was ill-advised owing to the lack of proper training for infection control and appropriate protective gear. 
The response to the pandemic poor leadership of Trump’s administration and showed a lack of preparedness in dealing with global pandemic. Now the American economy is at risk of o being the biggest culprit of the pandemic. Instead of Trump providing viable solutions, he turns on the Democrats accusing them of sabotaging the government’s efforts in the hope that it will destroy Trump’s regularity. The democrats are busy in their party primaries as their supporters in South Carolina went to the polls. It was expected to be critical moment for Joe Biden who was leading the polls in the state. After a decisive win in the Nevada caucuses, Bernie Sanders has been gaining ground in South Carolina. His recent surge has rattled the Democratic Party establishment, which initially appeared like Joe Biden had an edge. Sanders has established himself at the grassroots in the various states and is set to give Biden a serious run for his money. Joe Biden is relying on the legacy of Obama’s administration in which he was a loyal vice president for eight years. Formation of splinter groups in the party can hurt it the same way it did in the last general election. When Bernie Sanders decided to go independent he carried messed up with the unity of the party causing a loss of the swing states to President Trump. It is crucial that all the members of the party support the winning candidate to harness the party’s chances of winning the presidency.
Washington Week for 24th April 2020
As the death toll from the coronavirus pandemic surges above 50,000, president Trump assertions on how to treat the virus continue to roil his administration. The Washington Week discussed these issues and its implication on Trump’s popularity. Trump wants to be at the center of the fight against the pandemic instead of letting the health department to do its thing. This control has created tensions between him and health experts, often creating controversial statements. On Tuesday, Robert Redfield, director of Centers for Disease Control and Prevention told the Washington Post that the simultaneous flu and coronavirus outbreak in the fall and winter would cause worse havoc than what is currently being experienced. He indicated that calls to liberate states from the stay-at-home orders were not helpful (PBS. Org, 2020 April). While the President said Redfield had been misquoted, Redfield said he had been quoted correctly. Another incident happened when Rick Bright, a senior government scientist working on a vaccine was removed from his post for resisting government’s effort to promote the use of hydroxychloroquine to treat the virus. Besides, Trump suggested the use of sunlight or even injection of disinfectants to kill the virus.
President has politicized the fight against the pandemic often wanting to be the epicenter of the fight. He wants to be the one suggesting ideas on how to deal with the health problem despite not having any expertise in the field. This move is barely helping the situation and is putting the government at loggerhead with the public. While it is the time when the American people need facts from the government more than ever, it is doing the opposite, propagating rumors on the potent intervention mechanism. Trump is doing badly in the fight against the pandemic; he has resulted in blaming games citing the ineffectiveness of the previous regime while he was the one who failed to follow the NSC’s pandemic playbook. Perhaps it would be imperative for the President to give the health experts the discretion to deal with the pandemic as appropriate as possible. At the same time, he provides oversight to other sectors of the economy. The pandemic must be addressed in the most rational way possible and avoid eliciting unnecessary emotions to the public.
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