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According to The Norton Anthology of American literature marriage has been emphasized as an essential step in life; over the years, especially in the United States, systems have been input. Many believe that they have to find suitable spouses to marry at a certain age and time in life. For generations, the ritual has survived over jurisdictions and dynasties. Marriage has also transitioned in very many ways, in the earlier days, marriages were organized, the ideas were passed through generations, parents and elders had the right to choose your spouse who they deem most suitable. Organized unions are one of the aspects of marriage that we have managed to set aside. However, some ideas have been instilled from the earlier generations. Colonial time experienced a lot of change and challenges. The white, affluent families would, in many instances, emphasized white marriage and highly disapproved of interracial marriages. This was an aim to prevent their children from getting married to their black workers. 
A lot was experienced in those times; people were judged, some killed just for loving the wrong person; many of these victims would mostly involve black slaves who were forced to either marry in order to increase in population as it meant more workforce for the owner these literature records have made great impacts in social culture till date. Sometimes the slaves would get killed or punished when the owner's wife seduced them into bed and got caught by bad luck. Marriage has been an idea that was strongly passed but had many hidden agendas that people choose to ignore. These laws and restrictions on African American people have brought about lots of side effects. The people would live in fear and hate as they were mentally taught to hate each other; the church and the government's involvement has made the issue worse as people feel more obliged to end up in marriages. Parents have played significant roles in these ideas; however, it is right to agree that times change quickly. The challenges faced in those times are different from those we hold in this present generation. It is, therefore, not right for them to pass on their ideas about marriage.
           Poems and art records from as early as the 19th century have a key factor in expression of the issues that the people have related to over the years; relations in African marriages the worst hit in these scenarios; it was lawfully impossible for black weddings; the people lived in fear. This made marriages difficult, people were so busy that they couldn't find time to live their lives. Those found either flirting during working hours were often severely punished or killed; people had to meet in private to spend time together. In some instances, black servants would find themselves in entanglements with their white bosses' daughters. 
           Religion over the years has made profits over marriages, sharing their interests on the issues. Married couples in colonial times had to register themselves per the laws. The church played a huge part in selecting the spouses to mentor the people new to marriages to even offering consultation in tough times. It is at this moment clear religion has placed its permanent marker over the years. White unions are not also left out. The kids were caught up in the ideas of their elders, later ending up in unhappy relationships. The basis of society starts with the family. The marriage of a couple brings about a family. Therefore, it's the foremost vital stage in all social, cultural ideas. The colonial-era used the concept of marriage to sustain oppression among groups. Expressions of love were through poems and art. Study of these relations used to make future changes as the times pass.
		
